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SI R, 

THE Lady'a Traveb into Sp^ ts 
generally allowed to be the moft 
aifthentic as well as plearing Book, which 
baa hitherto been written upon the man-" 
ners and culloms of that nation. It Will 
be no fmall. recommendation of it to the 
public, when it is known to be a work 
^ much approved by one of your found 
^ , judgment and quick difcemment. 

L Thefe entertaining XjCtters were fw- 
"() merly dedicated to Sir Richard Steil} 
^ a name that will ever be dear to all lovers 
&7 of polite literature. The motive to fuch 
an addrels was doubtle& Sir Richasix's 
A a well 
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iv DEDICATION. 
well known charaAer of a very popular 
writer, and a very humane good-natured 
man. 

If the being dtftinguifhed for excel- 
lence of genius ^d benevolence of mind, 
be a lufficient reafon for troubling the 
owner of thefe happy endowments with a 
Dedication, I know no man who hai a 
firongcr claim to it than yourfclf. 

I am, SIR, 

Your moft obedient, 

humble Servant, 

The EDITOR. 
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READER. 



THE Lady'i Travels into Spain has 
been always eneaaed a very faithful 
M well as agreeable relation of the manners ^ 
and cuftoms of that country : nor hat anjr 
author who hai iince written upon the lame 
fiibjeA rendered the letters of the Countefs of 
Danoh lets valuable or entcnatning. Thfe 
manner in which flic has chofen to convey ' 
ber {entimcnt^a is uncommonly pteaCng : Ihc 
delivers the ftridcH biftorlcal truths, in Ihort 
, and fprightly narratives, which partake Ibme- 
tbing of the air of novel or romance. Tkis 
was partly owing to the Author's choice, a[»l 
partty refulting from the genius of the Spa- 
niards themfclves, who breathe the very fpirit 
A3 of 
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vi Tm EDITOR'S 

of lave and gallantry, and wbofe manner of 
living and converfing is diSerent from the reft 
of Europe. 

Other travellers into thii country hav« 
juftly lainentcd the want of fufficient acquaint- 
ance with Aich of the natives as were capable 
to give them infotination otctSiTy to authen- 
ticate a hillor; of the manners of a great peo- 
ple. In this refped it mufi be confefled that 
the Counters of Danoit boafts fupcrior advan- 
nges i a woman of quality herfelf, Ihe was 
nearly allied to a Lady who bad oiarried a 
Grandee of Spaia* add who introducxd her 
to the iirft nobility of the kingdom. 

Her obfervationa bear the genuine Aamp 
of truth and candour : Ihe examines every 
Mag with -{Aiiofof^ical exa^^& : ihe is 
no dupe to her own prejudios, and is ever 
«» her guard againft the prepoHefltons of 
others. By conllant refledion upon what 
Ac daily (aw and heard, flie becatne per- 
fedly well qualified to defcribe with ac- 
curacy the follies -and accomplifhmcnts, the 
vices and virtues of a people amongft whoBi 
flte refided fevcral years. 

It may be objc^d by fomc, that the man- 

Bcrs of thc-Sp^nilb nation are now conlidera- 

bly 
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PREFACE. vii 

Uy aHen4, and that the Kingt of the 
Bourbon nee hive iatroduced s love for 
FretKfa hws, sod French bnctes ; and tbM 
an averiton to the old fafliioni and ctiftonu of 
Caftille and Atragbn hia followed of courfe. 

The learned and ingenioui Mr. Baretti has 
indeed in his Trarels through Sp^n dnwn the ' 
chancer of a modem Spaniard not mudt 
unlike that of a Frenchman or an Italian- 
He differs widdy from alt travellers who 
have ever written ufwn Spanilh manners, for 
he fccras to r^tSt that which hat ever been 
the chara&eriftic of the nation ; a grave and 
JUeinn deportment. 

SAr. Cladt who baa written very lately fome 
letcers upon the fame fobbed, aflerts the odo- 
tnryt And ghres fevecKl inftancet' of the pram. 
ience of national habit among the Spaniards.^ 
The Couotels of Danois rehtei a tidiciifoiia 
ftory of a ^ytAg Sp^iard bequeathing to his 
children bis gravity I7 way of i^acy : at the 
litme time flie con&Bbs that this folemn beha- 
viflor is only a thin veil to cover the higfaeft 
relifli for wit and hnmour, mirth ^ndplca- 
fantryj for when that dilgnife is thrown aiide, 
no people upon earth are fo lively as the 
Spaoivdi. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Baretti, judicious aai he is in nianf of 
his obfervations, forgeti that be relates a well 
known ftory which rurniflies us with ftrong 
and undoubted proof that Spain is hr front 
having thrown off her national habits. In hb 
third volume he informs us ** that not above 
feven or eight years fioce, there was a great 
and alarming infurreflioa in Madrid^ ocoa- 
fioned by an injudicious inforcing of French 
faJliion*— The inhabitants of that city were 
obflinately detennined to wear the Spanish 
cloak and long fword in fpite of a royal edid 
to tbe contrary." 

The King was obliged to yieU to the un». 
verfal' ay of his people, and his favourite 
nituikr, tbe Marquis of Squillace was forced 
ts fare bimfelf from popular fury by flight, fe 
difficult it is to eradicate what praflice ha« 
long eftabliflied. 

It cuinot be doiibted but thae by degrees 
the manners of any nation may receive fome 
confTderable change, but while old laws pre> 
ferve their force, and old cuftoms are not to- 
tally abolifhed, the cbarader of a people wiU 
remain much the fame.' 

Bciides, Spain, for obvious rsalbns willin 

all probability retain her national peooliaritles 

for 
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for a long time—A Spuiiard from a coacdtol 
Q^nion of the [vfiaioiity of hi$ own countiy 
to all others, feklou or never tf-zveli abroad ; 
the bad roada and wretcbed inni throughout 
all the provincea of a large kingdom aie fuf- 
ficient to keep foreigners from viSting it.->> 
Thdc and • nuojr other incoATCoiciicci hxn 
abfolutely excluded Spain from the gtaeai 
TOttte of Europe. And Jt ia iwt improbable 
that the laanneiB of this cemutttc people ia a 
century to cocse^ will net be found very di&* 
not from the faithful pidure given of tkem bf 
tht Cauntefi of Dajwit' above feveotjr Tcara 
ago. 

This oditiM of die Lady's Tiavelt ha> 
been caicfulljr reviled i naoy obfolete terau 
have been thrown out^ and others laare fa* 
millu* adopted, the idiom in many places wai 
faulty and almoft entirely French ;' this error 
has been amended, and the language is now 
zendered mwe acciuate as well as more mo- 
dem. The Spaniih words too, are, it is 
hoped, generally reftored to their right orthcH 
grainy. 

As a farther improvement of this work, I 
haveborrowcd feme nfeful matter from Mr. 
Baretti's Travels into Spain. 

The 
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The nuimer of living of hit prelent Ct' 
diotic Majcfty, which ia very carioui ; anac- 
coont of the SpaniQi miniftert, md other 
great officcn of the court of Spain j a hu- 
morous and lively defcription of the celebrated 
dance called the Fandango j a ftetch of z new 
amphitheatrci plzii*d and ereded hy Count 
D* Aranda for mafquerades in carnival time i 
logger with inflniAioni how to travd in 
Spain, and an accnrate computation of the 
foada in that country* are all written by 
Mr. Baretti. 

i have refioied a Ibort preface of the Av- 
thor, which gfrea ut at once a ftrong proof 
ef bcrntodefty and ftriA regard to truth* and 
vhicfa> I know not for what realbni, hai been 
•mittcd itttbe laft niM cditiona of the book. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 



IT is not rufficient to write things true, bat 
they muft likewiTe Teem probable, to gain 
belief. This has fometime fo prevailed with 
me, as to make me think of retrenching from 
my relation the ftrange ftories you will find 
thereta. But I have been withheld from doing 
this, hj per foRB of the greateft fenfe and merit, 
and this too has made me conclude that I 
cannot do amifs in following their judgments* 

I do not doubt but there will be fbme, who 
will accufe me of hyperbolizing} and com- 
poiing romances ^ but fuch would do Well to 
acquunt themfelves firll with the country, 
humour, and charaQer of thofe whom I treat. 
A fad muft not be prefently condemned as 
falfe, becaufe it is not publicly known, or 
may not hit every manV fancy. I cite no 
feigned namet, no perfons whofe death may 
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give me the liberty of attributing wbu I pleafe 
to tbcm. 

In a word : I write nothing but what I 
have feen, or heard from perfons of unquef- 
tionable credit ; and therefore fliail conclude 
with afluring youj that you have here no 
novel, or ftorjr, deviled at pleafure : hut an 
cxaA and moft true account of what I met 
with in tof traveli. 
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L E. T T E R U 

SEEING yo.u are fa earneft with me 
to let you know all my sdveotures and 
. whatroevcr I have obferved during my 
travels, you muft therefore be contented, my . 
dear coufin, to be»' with a great many trifling 
occurrences, before you can meet with what 
will pleafe you : I knoir your fancy is To nice 
and delicate, that none but extraordinary ac-> 
cidents can entertaia you ; and I wilfa I had ' 
no others to relate : but recounting tfaingi 
faithfully, as they have happened, you muft 
be contented therewith. 
'' Vot-I, B Igave 
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I gave you an account in my Jail, of what 
I met wfth as far as B^yonne : you know this* 
is a town in France, frontier to Spain, wafhed 
by the rivers Dadour and Nivelle, which join 
together ; and the Tea comes up to them. The 
port and trade arc confideraWe : I came from 
Dax by water, and obferved that the boat- 
men of Adour have the fame cuflgm as thofc 
of Carrone ; which is to fay, that in palling 
by one another, they fet up a hollowing ^.and 
they had rather lofe their wages than lo for- 
bear thefe Oioutings, although exceeding vex- 
atious to thofe who are not ufed to them. 
There are two cafiles (Irong enough to defend 
the town, and there are-abouc it fevcral plca- 
fant walks. 

At my arrival there, I intreatcd the baron 
dt Caftttinau, who had accompanied me from 
Dax, te bring nw acquainted with fomB wo- 
men, with whom i might fptnd fay time 
with Ms impatience, till the litters came, 
which VrerC to ibe fcnt to mo ffom St. SeboT- 
tJ»n. 

He readily cotBpWed with my rtquefl : for 
bbiiig a perfon of quality and worth, he is 
much efl^bMad at B»)ronn». Ha failed not the 
nex8 nlof*iig-to .bringftittJal ladies tovifit^ 
me. 

Thtfe 
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Thefc women begin here to feel the Tcorch- 
ing heats of the ftmj their complexion is 
dark, their eyes fparttKrvg ; they are charming 
enough, their wits are ffiarp : md I coulil'givr 
you afarther account of theircapacitics, could 
I have better under flood wliat they faid': not 
but that they could all fpeafc French, yet with 
fach a different dirfefl, as furpafl my under- 
hand ing. 

Some who catne to fee me, brought little 
fucking pigs under their atms, as we do little , 
dogs r its true they were very fprud', _and fe- 
veral of them had collars of ribbons, of vari- 
ous colors : however, this cuftom looks very 
odd, and I cannot but think that feveral among 
theflifelves are difgufled at it : when they 
danced, they muft fet them down, and let thefe 
grunting animals run about the chamber, 
where they made a very pleafani harmony. 
Thefe ladies danced at my intreaty, the baron, 
of Cafllenau having fent for pipes and tabors. 

The gentlemen who attended the ladies^ 
took each of them her whom he had brought 
wkh him, and the dance began in a round, 
all holding hands : they had afterwards long 
canes brought them, and then each fpark tak- 
ing hold of the lady's handkerchief, which fe- 
parated ihem from one another, moved very 

= » ■ ...(S^Sf "' 
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gracefully at the found of this martial fort of 
mufic, which infpired them with fucb heat 
that they feeined not to be able to moderate it. 
Tiis fccmed to me to rcfcmUe the Pyrric danca 
fo much celebrated by the ancients ; for thefe 
gentlemen and ladies made fo many turn^i 
frifks and capers, their canes being thrown up 
intolhc air, and dexteroufly caught again, that 
it is impoffible to dercribe their art and agility : 
and I had a great deaj of pleafure in feeing 
them ; but I thought it lafled too long, and 
I began to grow weary of this ill-ordered ball '. 
when the baron de Caftleneau, who perceived * 
it, faufed feveral bafkets of dried fruit to be 
brought in. The Jews who paft for Portu- 
guefe, and dwell at Bayonne, tranfport them 
from Genoa, and furniOi all the country with 
them. We wanted not for lemonade, and 
other refrefhing waters, of which thefe ladies 
drank heartily ; and fo the entertainment 
ended . 

I was carried the next morning to fee the 
f) nagogue of the Jews, in the fuburb of the 
Holy Spirit, but met with nothing remarlta^ 
ble there. Morfieur de St. Pe, the king's 
lieutenant, who came to fee me, though much 
troubled with the gout, invited me to dine at 
his houfe, where I was moft delicioufly enter- 
tained ) 
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fimed; for this is a country abounding with 
good cheef, and at cheap rates, I found here 
women of quality, that were very handfome, 
whom he had kivited to bear me company. 
The fight of the caftle, which faces the rt- 
Tcr, ia very pleafant, and has always a good 
garrifon in it. 

At roy return to my lodging, I was fur- 
prifed to find feveral pieces of linen, which 
were brought to me from the ladies who came 
to fee me, with balkets full of dried fweet- 
meats. This treatment fecrpcd lo me very 
ebKghig, to a lady whom they had not known 
above four or five days. But I mufl not for- 
.get to tell you, there is not any finer linen in 
the vToM than that which is otade in this 
country, (bine of which is open like net- 
Work, and the threads of it finer than hair 
And I remember,' that travelling through the 
villages of Bourdttaux, which may be rather 
called dcferts, the poor peafants living fb 
wretchedly ; yet I found among them as neat 
napkins as thofe ufed amongfl people of- qua- 
lity" at Paris. 

I failed not to fend thefe ladies fuch tittle 

prefents which I thought might pleafe them : 

I perceived they were great admirers of rib- 

b^s, and wore a great many on their heads 

B 3 and 
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and ears, which made me fend thjcm a great 

iruny; to which I added feveral faivs : and 

they, by way of return, prerenud me with 

£]oves, and [hj-e:;d ftockings, morfl delicaieiy 

knit. 

In finding them to me, they dely-^d me to 
go to the next chape), which was not far 
from my quarters, wbece they intended to re- 
galc^ne with the btft mufic the tewn would 
aiford : but though they have very good 
voices, yet there is no great pi eaCu^ in War- 
ing then), becaufe they want both air a^ 
/kill. 

The litters which I cx|ie£led from Spain 
being come, I p^epaeed for ,iny departure; 
but I never nMt any thtqg dearer than thefe 
fort of cquip^es ; foT eecfi litter.hM ii Riaf- 
ter iliat accompanies it, who keeps the gra- 
. vity 0^ a Roman fcttaior^ h^uig raounted on 
a mule, and his man on another, with which 
they rcleafe fometimes thofe that carry the 
litter. I had two, I took the greatesft for ray- 
felf 4p(l my child, and had i^efides four mules 
for my fervants, and two others foi my bag- 
£agp 1 bo condiifi thtm* there >were other two 
iBadersmd two men. You r» wbtft chu-ge 
.one i«'»t> -to go fo Madrid, feeing you muft 
pay not only for thw attendanwon youior- 
wards^ 
C.x,gIo 
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wards, but the famri price for lh«ir return 
btck 1 however, we muft fubmit to thcircuf- 
toms, and fufFer uurftWec to be peeled by 

I found at Bayonne feveral Turks and 
Moors, and I think a worfe fort of people, 
and thefe are CuHoni-houfe men : I bad caufed 
my trunks to be weighed ac Paris, that I mrght 
■have the lefs to do with ihefe fort of people ; 
but they were more fubtle, or to fpeak betteis 
more obftinate than I ; fo that I was forced 
to give ifaetn whatlbever they demanded. 
Scarcely was I got clear from them, when the 
drums, trumpets, pipes, and violins of the 
town, came thundering upon me j they fol- 
lowed me farther than St. Anthony's gate, 
through which you pafs for Spain through ' 
Bifcay : they played each of them in their 
way, and altogether without any harmony, 
Which was enough to drive any one out of 
their fenfiR : I ordered fome money to be 
given them, upon which they left perfccuting 
me. As foon as we had left Bayonne, we 
entered into alai^ barren heath, where wc 
faw nothing but chcfnut-trees ; but we after- 
wards paft along by the fea, whofe fand makes 
adelighiful way, and a pleafaut profpeift. 

B4 We 
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We arrived in good lime at St. John de 
- Luz : nothing can be pleafanter than this bo- 
rough, which is the greateft in France, and 
the beft built ; there are feveral fmaller cities : 
its port lies between two mountains, which 
nature fectns to have exprefsly placed to de- 
fend it from ftorms ; the river NIvelle diC^ 
gorges itfelf therein; the fea comes up verjr 
high in it, and the greateft barks come up 
commodioufly to the key. The feamen here 
are very (kilful at catching whales and other 
large fifli. Wc were here very well enters 
tained, fo that our tables were covered with 
all forts of wild fowl, but our beds were not 
anfwerable, being fluck with feathers whofe 
pinions ran into our fides, and we wanted 
quilts to lay on the top of (hem : I thought 
when we were to pay, that I fliould have a 
large reckoning, but they only demanded of 
mej half a louis d'or, for what would hava 
coft more than five piftoles at Paris. TJie 
iituation of St. John de Luz is extremely 
agreeable. 

In the moft fpacious part of the town you 

fee here a very fine church, built after the 

modern fafljion ; and here is a paffage over 

the river Nivcllc, onawooden bridge of great 

length, 
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length. Here are ttJl-gatherers, who make 
you pay for every thing you carry with you, 
not accepting your ctoaths : this tax is de- 
manded at their plcafitre ; and rt is exceffivs 
on Grangers. I was weary with peaking 
French to them, and protefling I was no Spa- 
niard } they feigning not to undeidand me^ 
and fneering in my face, and wrapping up 
tbcirheads in their hooded gowns, they feemed 
to me to be thieves, diCguifed in capuchins : 
in IhorC, they taxed tne eighteen crowns, and 
would perfuade me they ufed me wel!, though 
I foui.d the contrary. But I have already told 
you, dtar coufin, that when you travel this 
country, you muft ftock yourfclf with pa- 
tience, and good flore of moncy- 

I faw the caftic of Artois, which feems a 
ftrong place j and a little farther Orognesy 
where the Bifcayan is fpoken, without eichec 
French or Spanifh. I defigned folyeat Irun,. 
which is but three leagues dillant from St. 
John de Luz, and t had fet out that afternoon^ 
but the difpute which we had with the watch 
on the bridge, the difltcutty we had in paSing 
the mountains of Beotia, and the ill weather, 
joined to other little difficulties which happen- 
ed, were the caufe that it was night before we 
arrived on. the bordefsof the river Uidaflba, 
E 5 which 

, . .......C.x,gIo 
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which feparate Frincc from Spain. I obifervcd 
along the way from Bayonne thither, Ittde 
catriagei,on'whichthcy tntnfport every things 
which having two iron wheels, and the noi& 
they make is fo great, that they are heard: a 
mile off, when there are manyof them togc 
ther, which often happ n j for you may meet 
with-likty or fereitty at a time ; they are drawn 
by oxen. I have feen tht fame in the vil- 
lages of Bourdeaux, and cfpecially on the ftd« 
of Dax. 

The river of Bidaflba is ufually very fcnaU, 
but the inow'i melting had increafed it t*. fuch, 
a degree, that we had no fmall trouble to pafs 
it, fome in a boat, and others fwimming on 
their mules ; the moon Ihined very bright, by 
means of which I was (hewed on the light 
band the iflc of Conference, where the mar- 
riage of our king was made with Maria The- 
rcfe, infanta of Spain. I faw a while after 
the fort of Fontarabia, which belongs to the 
king of Spain, ftanding on the mouth of this 
fmall river: the flux and reflux of the fea ar- 
rives here. Our kings heretofore pretended 
it belonged to them t there have been fucb 
great conteflra hereupon, cfpecially by the in- 
habitants of Fontarabia, and thofe of Andaye, 
that they have feveral times come to blows. 
ThU 
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TAit obligdd Lewis XXI. ind F^rdJaand to 
agree, tbat it ihould be conlnion to both na- 
tions : the French and the Spliiiardi take toll 
et^ually ; chefe laft making thofe pay who pals 
into Spain, and the former doing the like in 
'Tclstion td thofe who pafs over to France. 

War does ODt hinder commerce on this fron- 
tier : it is true they cannot fubfiH without it, 
feeing ihey muft periHi through want, did 
they. not alBfl one another. 

This country called Bifcay, is full of high 
Bioantfins, where are fcveral iron nuMoi: 
the Bifcayant climb up the rocks as eafily, and 
with as great fiviftnefs at ftags : their lan- 
guage (if one m^y call fuch jargon language) 
it very poor, feeing one word fignifies abun.- 
dance of things : there arr none but thofe 
born in the country that can undcrftand it ; 
and I am told, that to the end it may be more 
particularly theirs, they make no ule of it in 
writing; they oblige their children to read and 
write French and Spanish, according to which 
king's fubjefts they belong. It is certain, as 
foon as I paSed the little river of Bidaflba, I was 
not underHood, unlefs I fpake Caftilian : »ad 
not above a quarter of an hour before, I 
Ihould not have been uoderftood bad I not 
fpokenFnnch. ' 

I foun4 
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1 found on the other fide of this river a 
banker of St. Sehallian, to whom I was re- 
commended : he tarried for me, with two of 
his relations ; they were cloalhed after the 
French manrier, but ridiculoufly, their juRau 
corps being fliort and large, and tbeir Heevea 
hanging down very ihort ; thofe of their 
ibirts were fo large, that they hung down be- 
low their juftau corps : they had bands with- 
out collars, and perriwigs, one.of which had 
enough hair for four, and fo frizzled, as made 
ihem look as if they were frighted, worfc 
drclTed people you cannot meet with. Thofe 
who wear ihcir own hair, wear it very long 
and clofe, parting it on thccrown, and pafs 
part of it behind their ears : but what kind 
of ears think you i thofe of Midas were not 
larger ; and I believe, that to Irngthen them, 
they are flretched when -they be young j with- 
out queftion they find fome kind of beauty 
herein. 

My three Spaniardsmademe, in bad French, 
moll tedious and duJI compliments. We pad 
through the borough of Tran, which is about 
a quarter of a league from the river, and came 
afterwards to Irun, w^ich is diflant about 
-another quarter of a league; this little town 
is the firft of Spain which you meet- with, _ 
. , .■! ; leaving 
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F R. o M. SPAIN". r3- 

leavirtg France, : it b ill built, the flreets are 
-uae(|ual, and there is nothing one can Tpeak 
of: Wc entered into the inn through the fta- 
ble, where are the- flairs on which you muft 
afcend to your chamber;- this is the country's 
faChion. 1 found this houfe very light, by a 
great many candles, which were aa fmall as 
pack-thread ; there were at leafl: forty in my 
chamber, fixed on little bits of wood ; in the 
midlV of them flood a pan of coals burning^, 
made of olive rind, to take away the fcent of' 
the candles. 

I had a great fupper, which my gallant?, 
the Spaniards had caufed to be made ready for 
me i but all was fa full of garlic, faffron and 
rpice, that I could eat nothing : and I had 
made very bad cheer, bad not my cook made 
me a little ragou of what he could find. 

Determining to go but to St. Sebaflian the 
next mornings which is but feven or eight 
leagues, I thought to dine before I fet out : I 
was fitting at table, when one of my women 
brought mo my watch to wind it yp, as it was 
my cuftom at noon ^ it was a flriking'watch, of 
Tampion's make, and coll me fifty louis dor's : 
My banker, who was by roe, fhewed fome 
defire to fee it ; I gave it him, wirii .a cuflo- 
mary civility. This was enough ; my blade 
lifes^ 
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rifes, nukes me a pt-otbund rewrefiCCi telling 
me, " He did not defeirve fo ConAdiantble ■ 
prefeDt, but fuch a lady as I could make no 
other : That' he would engige bis faith and 
repntation, that he would neVer part with my 
watch Bs long as he lived ; and that he found 
faimfelf extremely obliged to me." He killed 
it at the end of this pleafant complement^ and 
thruft it into his pockety which was deeper 
than a fack. Ymu will take me to be a very 
great fot, in faying nothing of all this, uid I 
do not wonder at it; but I confefs ingenuoufly, 
I was fo furprJzed at his proceeding, that the 
watch was out of fight before I could rcfolVc 
en what I was to do.' My women, and the 
reft of my fervants which were about me, 
flared «n me, and I on then, blulhing with 
Ibame and vexation to be thus caught : How- 
ever, I recoUefted myfelf, and considered, that 
this man was to pay me a good round fum of 
money for the charge of my journdy, and to 
return money to Bourdeaux, where I had 
takeii it up; that having bills of credit on 
him, he might ufe feveral tricks to me, and 
put-ofis, which might make me fpcnd twice 
,the value of the watch : In fine, I let bim go 
with it, and endssraured to.do myfelf hoaour 
from 

.....A-.ooglo 
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from a thing vbich gav« me" gnat tnortifica- 
tioo. 

I hsvc leamt, finee this 'lf(tl« advfttture^ 
that it is the cuftom in Sfiain, When any thing 
is prefcnted to one, (f lit Mtes it, and kilTcs 
foar hand, be ttiay t^e it with hiiV). Thil 
18 a very pleaiant fafliion, and being Tufficient- 
\y acquainted with it, it will be 1117 fault if t 
wn tnpt jgain. ' 

I left this inn, where they peeled me fuffl^ 
rietitlyt for thii is a gdcVous dear country* 
and every ontt (Irivet to be rich at his neighs 
Iwur'i coft. A while after we had left the 
town, we entered on the Pyrcnean mountains, 
wbidi arc fo high and fteep^ that lobicing 
down you fee not without horror, the pieci- 
piccB which -environ them : we went thus as 
hr as Rentety. Don Ahtonio (which was 
my bmker's natnc] went before me, and for 
my more commodious paiTage, .he obliged me 
to quit my litter ; for although we hsd tra- 
nrft feveral mountains, yet there remained 
more difficult to pafs ; He made me to enter 
into a little boat, which h« had prepared to go 
down the river of An&ytf, till we were near 
the mouOi of the fei, where we faw the king 
of Spain's galleons ; there were three very fine 
ud large onei. Our little boats were fee 
forth 
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forth wi(h giltflreamets; they were rmnigei 
by gtrh, who- were very \aSiy and handfoim; 
there are ^ree ip eac^, tw<o thabrtAv^ ai^one 
who holds the. rudder; 

Thcfc \^ench«9 are very well flii^d-, of 
chcfnut complexion, have wry gOod tec*b| 
hair black> which ihey tje up with ribbonst-in 
knotB, and fo.let ;rt haijg behind them : They 
wear a kind of v^il on their heads, m^de of 
mufliuv embroidered Wfthdowei^ of gold and 
nik, which hangs JooCe,- atid covers their 
breads: they w.car pendants in their ears of 
gold and pearls, and bracelets of coral j' they 
have a kind of juftau corps, like our gypfies-, 
whofe lleeves are very> ftrait : I can aflure you 
(hey charmed me. I was. told, thefe weocbea 
fwim like iUhes, andfoffer neither women nor 
men among themi This is a kind of a re^- 
poblic, to which they repair from all parts, and ' 
where their parents fend them very young. 

When they are willing to marry, thej' go ■ 
to mafs at Fontarabia, which id the ncareft 
town to them, and there theyoutig tnsn come 
to cboofe them wives to their humoUr. . He 
that. will engage himfelf in Hymen's bonds, 
goes to his inillrefs's parents, deelares to them 
his intentions, regulates every thing with 
them; And this being done, ntrticc of it is 
, .; g'v^H 
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given to the maid : If (he likes the party, flie 
retires to their houfe, where the nuptials are 
celebrated. 

I never faw a more gay air than that on 
their countenances ; they have little habita- 
tions along the water-fide, and there are oM 
.maidens, to whom the younger pay refpe£t, as 
to their mothers. They related thefe parti- 
culars to us in their language, and we hear- 
kened to them with great delight, when the 
devii, who never lleeps,^ difluxbed us with a 
Texatious adventure. 

My cook, who is a Qafcon, and exaftfy of 
the humor of thofe of that country, was in 
.one of our boats belund us, at Ibtnc diDance-, 
very near a young Bifcaneer, who appeared to 
liim very handfome ; he contented not bimfelf 
with telling her as much, hut would have 
rudely tunied up her veil. She not being 
ufed to this fort of plain tiering, without any 
words broke, his head with her oar : tiaving 
done this exploit, ^ar feizing on her, {he 
Ihiew herfclf imnaediately into the water, 
though the feafon was very cold, and fwatn 
with great fwiftnefs ; but having all her cloaths 
on, and it being far to the fbore, her ftrength 
began to fail hcf. Several of thefe weirchca 
who ivn this at land, leapt intmcdiately into 
their 

-C.x,gIo 
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their boats to her aJSftancc^ wfara tkolfcwho 
had remaiaed in the boat with the cook, fear- 
ing the lofa of their companion, fell on him 
like two funes, refolving by alt means to 
^rown him, and had like two or th»e times 
to have overturned their little veiTel, which we 
beholding from ours, bad much a-do to part 
and appeafe them. 

1 aflype you, the ib<^fli Galbon. was (o 
crueJly handled, that he was alt over blood ; 
«nd my banker told iscj that tbcfc young 
Bifcaneers .provoked, are worfe than lions. 
In line, we came to land, but were fcarcely 
on fhore, but we Ctw this wench which was 
bved out of the water, making up towards at, 
with near fifty othat, each with an oar on 
their ffacHilder, marching' in battle-ray, wit& 
aft and drum j when Jhe who was to be the 
mouth of the company, advanced, and calling 
me feveral times Andiia, which ii. to fay^ 
Mtdana, (fb that's all I could retain of her 
fpeech) gave me to trndeiilandj '* That ttKy 
would have mycook'sikin, if fatisfaSion wtrs 
not made proporitonably 10 the damage totti 
their companion's cloaths." At the ending 
of which wnrds, the fhe-drummers fell loudly 
beating their dru^s, and the reft of their 
Ainaz6nj fee up an hollovnng, leaping and 
dancing. 
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danuDg, arul fencing wkh tbeir osae ,in » 
moft altonifhing numner. 

Don AnlonioT to make me ameo^s for the 

prefeiit be had wrung-iJ-oip.rM. (I^caRmtbut 

' a^n meiition it lying op ray be^t afl-iti^oee;} 

utidertoolc tp nuke peace: He found that mf 

coolc, wbo thought bimTdf fufficieotly Veaten, 

had reafon to ^iwp n<tti4ng,j„}ind f^frefcnre he 

•diilributed Soros p4Coes of moof ain^yg {hi) 

fiaai;^Hc.^rDopi jOi^ jecfijpt of ;1i^1mc1i ib^ ^ 

forth Ifiud^ hollows tt^n bcfiju'e, ""j .r.^flPT'' 

me a good journey, and fpeed); rett^rn, each 

of theai dancing aod ^^ing at th<l<3und,pf 

their pipes and tabors. ; 

Wc entered into a very rough way, anfl 

afpeading a long and very narrow pathi 99 the 

fide of which th<^e arc precipieetj. Cajthatl wfls 

greatly affaid left t|ie mules which; caEried.ai^ 

litter ' fhould ftu^Uf' : We zUvjifirMr^s -pi# 

over a hirge fandy £dd... ,1 tarEie4 fotne tiine 

jn. the convent «f St.>FranG^^IIiPtu«h ft^i^Ls 

Mar the river.of Afldayc:- ^^s^aft flvcr it 5# 

aye>ry lopg woodon hn^gfl ¥><^ though. .fv^ 

were near St. Seb^f^n, y«t wecQuIdnpt-t^^ 

perceive it, bvcaufit:^ mountaip of Ji^id^hjii th9 

town: It'a fituated on the foot«ra4nountai#, 

which ferves on ope fide as a rampart ,i^aiiiit 

therea^ aad the reflels izoine to the foot of this 

mountaiiii 
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mountain, to fbdter them from the Rormsj 
for here arife extraordinary tempefts, that the 
fiiips at anchor perifii in the port ; it is deep, 
and'defended by two moles, which leave onfy 
as much room as is requifite for one vcffel 
palfing 8t a time. They have raifcd here a- 
. great four fquare tower, where there is ever a 
•good gaFriToii to defend the place, in cafe of 
-aflkult; it was a fine day for the feafon: I 
found the town very pleafant, being furrounded 
with a double wall:, there are mounted fevcral 
pieces of cannon ontbat part towards the fea, 
■'Witlr baftions and' half moons : the town r* 
fituated in a province of Spain, called Gui^ 
pufcoa: the out-parts are exceeding pleafant, 
:by veafon that the lea, asliiowfaid, ferves 
■fdr a channel to k : the ftreets of rfiis town, 
Are long and krge, paved witlr great whitfc 
ftonesj which are alv^ays clean ; the houfes 
fire well enough jand the ctiurches decent, in 
Vrhich thi'-altari are of wood, on which are 
hong little pifllures, from top to bottom. 
Mines oF iron tmd fteel abobhd ill this country,, 
Itner^ndpuret perhaps tban in any other parft 
of Europe J rfnd' *hi8 is the greateft part of 
their tradfc. Here the wool which comes from 
CaftiWe, i* embarked, which makes a confider- 
iible part of theJr traffic. Bilbo and St. Se- 
baltiait 
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Iiallian are two of the moft confiderable ports 
^ which the king of Spain has on the ocean : 
The cafUe flan ds very high, and may make 
An indifferent defence ; here are mounted feve- 
ral fine pieces of cannon, and there are a great 
many along the ramparts ; but the garrifon is 
To weak, that the women might conquer them 
with their diflafis. 

, Every thing is as dear in this town as in 
Paris, yet they fare well here : Fifh is exce^- . , 
lent, and I was told fruit was the fame, I 
lay in the bed inn, and when I had been there , 
fome time, Don FardinanJ de Toledo, .lj;n$ . 
bis gentleman to enquire, whether his vifiC, 
would not be troublefome to me. My banker, . 
who knew him, and who was then in my 
chamber, told me, he was a Spaniard of great 
quality, nephew to the duke D'Alva; that. 
he came from Flanders, and was going to 
Madrid. 

I received him with that civility which was, 
due to his birth, and foon thereunto adjoined ' 
particular refpcits to his own merit: He is a, 
gentleman of good prefence, has wit and po- 
litencfs, is cpmplaifant and agreeable { he 
fpealts as good French as I do; but under-, 
flanding Spaiiifb, and being delirous to fpealc 
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it better, we lherefor,e difcourfed only in that 

language. 

I was very well htisfki with his carriage^ 
he told mc he came port hither from Bruflels, 
and if I pleafcd, he would increafe my train, 
and be one of my company. I thought he 
jdftedj and anfwercd him accordingly; hut he 
added, *' The ways were fo full of fnow, that 
indeed they could not ride poll ; that he could 
make more (peed on horfes than in litters, but 
the honor of acccnrtpanylng mc, made abun- 
dant rccompence for that." In a word, I fay 
he was a civil perfon, and came no way ftiorc 
of the gallantry natural to the Spanift cava- 
liers: i therefore c'onfidered how advantageous 
it might prove to have a man of his quality, 
and wuntry, who could make himfelf be heard 
and obeyed by the maletecrs, who have iron 
fouls and no coi^fciences. 

I told him, I was very glad I met with him, 
and the fatigue of the road would be lellened 
by his company. He immediately thereupon 
ordered his gentleman to find a litter for him: 
It being late, he took his leave of me, and I- 
betook myfeif to eat a good fupper j for, my 
dear coufin, I am none of thofe romantic 
Isdte* diat never est. 

Scarcely 
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-Scarcely (Kd I b^in to flcepi when Ilveard 
tome body (ftik French- To near me, thftt I 
thought at firft it w»s in niy chamber; biit 
having heatkned with more stienttan, I fcund' 
icms a chamber fepafated ftom mine by only 
fonne thin boards, and thefeilt joined: Idfew 
my curtain, and faW li^ht ihrovgh the crevices, 
and at th« fame time two young women, the 
eldeft of which appeared not to be above fe- 
vcntcen or eighte«ij neither of them were of 
thofit beauties wiiboiK defea, yet were they fo 
pretty, fpake fo fweeily, and had fuch great 
fweetnefs in their coantenances, that I was 
much taken with them. 

The youngeft, who teemed to continue the 
fonveifation, faid to the other, " No, my 
dear fifter, there is no remedy to our misfor- 
tunes i we muft die, or let them get out of 
the clutches of this villainous dotafd." " I 
am refolute for any thing, replied the other, 
in uttering a>dcep ftgh, (hould it cod me my' 
life: What remains? Have we not fecrificed 
all for them?" Then confidcring a while 
their misfortunes, they mutually embraced,' 
and began to-weep in a moft piteous manner : 
And having confulted awhile, and Ipokenfonie' 
other- worA), tfce grcaceft pare of which were 
interaiptcd by thtir fighs, they concluded on* 
writing, 
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writing, which Ihcy did ; and here is moft of 
what i heard them read to one another : 

'* Judge not of my love and grief by mf 
words, I have none that can cxprefs either the 
one or the other; but remember you ruin me, 
unlefs you betake yourfclf to the greateft ex- 
tremities againft him that perfecutes us, .He 
has now fent me word, That if we delay our 
departure, he will have us feized. Conflder . 
what he deferves from this bale ufage of us ; 
and remember you owe me all, feeing you owe 
rae my heart." 

I think the other billet was in thefe terms, 

*' Could I fecure thee thy happinefs, in 
loling mine, I love thee fufficiently. to oHer 
tbee fuch a facriiice: Yes, I would Jty from 
thee, couldft'thou he happy wiibc ,, Jt . 

I know thy heart too well to believe this. Yet 
thou remainefl as quiet in thy prifon, as if I 
were with thee: Break thy chains without 
jnore delay } punifh the enemy of our loves. 
My heart Ihall be thy recompcncc." 

Having made up thefe billets, they went out 
together i and I profcfs, I was not a little un- 
eafy for them, and no lefs curious to know 
thefe poor ladies misfortunes. This hindred 
me from fleeping, and I was expedlng their 
leturo, when immediately there was a great 
uproar 

-C.x,gIo 
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uproar in the boufe : I faw an old man etUer 
tbe chamber, attended by a. great many fcr- 
vants : he held one of tbcfe young women bf 
the hair of the bead, which he had wound 
about hU arm, and drew ber after him, as a 
wretched facrifice. Her lifter was not treated 
with lefs cruelty by tbofe who led her : *' Per-, 
fidious wretches, faid he to them, not concent 
with the irreparable injury you do my ne- 
phews, you would perfuade them to be my 
executioners ? Had I not furpriaed you with 
t^efc reducing letters, what might have hap- 
pened ? What dreadful tragedies might I not 
have expelled i But you Oiall pay once foi; 
all : as Toon as ever the day appears I will 
hav^^^ou puniQied as you dcferve." " Ab^ 
a ■ tinhiitfi whom he held, remeoiher we are 
women of qualiiy, and that our alliance can be 
no difhonour to you ; that yoijr nephews have 
given us their foith, and we have given them, 
ours J that in fo tender an age we have left all 
for their fakes j that we are ftrangers, and have 
no friends here: What will become of us ? 
We dare not return to our relations : if you 
are for co«ftraiaing us to this, or for putting 
us to prifon, let us intreat you rather prefently 
to difpatch us out of the world." 

Voi.I. C " ,' The 
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The tears which they {bed in fuch abun- 
dance, wrought in me the greateft compaf- 
fion : and had the ol4 man been as tender as 
myfelf, he wouM foon have freed them from 
their trouble. 

My women, who had heard fuch a great 
ilifturbance, and fo near my chamber, arofe 
in the fear of fome miJhap towards me : I 
made figns to them to draw near foftly, and 
to behold through the boards this forrowful 
fpc6tacle : we hearkened to what they faid, 
when two men, with their fwords in their 
hands, entered into my chamber, the door 
of which my womenhad left open :-they had 
defpair painted on their faces, and rage in 
their eyes : I was fo greatly frightened, that 
I cannot exprefs it to you. They looked on 
one another without fpeaking a word ; and 
having beard the old man's voice, they ran 
on that lide. 

-I did not doubt but it was the two lovers ; 
and it was they indeed, who entered like 
lions into this chamber: they flruck thefe 
iervants with fo great terror, that neither of 
them dared approach his mafter, to defend 
bim, when his -nephews advanced towards 
bimt and fet their fwdtds to his throat : 
*' Barbarian^ 

L., ..u...C.uuglc 
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** Barbariao, faid they to bimf caa yOn thus 
ufe women of qnalitf, tbat are to be our 
wives! Becaafe you are our guardian, muft 
you tberefore be our tyrant i And is not the 
leparating of lu from what we love, the taking 
our lives from us 7 It is now in our power to 
take a juft vengeance. of you ; but we cannot 
<do it to a man of your age, wbo cannot de- 
fend binifelf : give ua then your word, and 
<wear by all that is good and holy, that in 
acknowledgment for the life we give you, you 
WiJI contribute to our happinels, and fufier us 
to perform what we have promifed." 

The poor old wretch was fo affrighted, 
that be could hardly make any ai/wer : how- 
ever, he fwore more than they would have 
him ; be fell on his knees, and kifled an hun- 
dred times hii thumb laid acrofs one of his 
iingers, after the manner of Spain. Yet he 
told tbem, whatever be had dmie, was only 
in regard to their ituerells ; however, be 
would not oa any account, for the future, op- 
pofe their inclinations, in reference to this 
marriage. Two of the domeftics took him 
under the arm, and rather carried him away 
than led him. Then the gentlemen -feeing 
themlclvee free, threw themfelves in their 
C 2 mJflrelTcs 
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tniftreiTes arms ; thejr faid to one another, 
whatever grief, love, and joy do ufually in-- 
fpire on fuch occalions. But, in truth, onc 
tnuft have a heart as afieded and content as 
theirs, to repeat all there things : they are 
only proper to perCons inore tender than you 
are, my dear coufin. But I hope you will 
excufe this relation j I was fo tired, in having 
not yet flept, that I could fcarce hear any 
more, but conrufedly : and to hear no more, 
I got farther into bed» and threw the quilt 
over my head. 

The next morning Don Fernando de To-* 
ledo, fent me fomc choice wines, with great 
quantity of oranges and fweetmeats. As Toon 
as he thought it a proper time to viftt me, he 
came : having thanked him for his prefent, I 
alked him, whether he had heard any thing of 
what had palTed in the night t he told me 
b^ had not, for he had lain in another part of 
the houfe, I was about relating to htm what 
I knew, when our hoftcfs entered into the 
chamber : Ihe came from the two gentlemen 
who had given me that difturbancc, with 
their fwords in their hands, intreating me 
to receive their excufes. She likewife told 
roe, that two young ladies defired they might 
wait 
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wait on mc, and kifs my hand. I anfwered 
tbefe civ.ilities as I ought, and they foon en- 
tered. 

What charming eSe£ls doth the return of 
joy produce ? I found thefe genclcttien very 
well Oiaped, and thefe ladies very lovely } 
neither one nor the other had any more on 
their countenances the charafters of defpair ; 
An air of gaiety difplayed itfelf in all their 
words and gefturcs. . The cldeA of the two 
brethren made the moft handfome excufe that 
^was poffibic, .for hit miflake in entering my 
.chamber : he added, " He had well ohferved 
the fear he had caufcd tps ; but told me, that 
in that moment he was fo tranfpprted, that 
.he was capable of no other thought hut the 
refcuing his miArefs," " You would have 
b^en to blame, faid I to himj ihould you haye . 
rthought of any thing elfc : however, if it he 
•true, that you are willing to make me fattMa<^ 
tion for the alarm you have given me, you 
•mull not refufe the gratifying my curiofity : 
with thefe fair ladies leave, tnfoini me what 
has reduced all of you to thqfe extremities you 
were in." He looked on them, as if it were 
to alk their approbation, which they willingly 
granted, and he thus began : ** We are iwp 
brothers, tnadwai, natives of Burgos, and of 
C 3 one 
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one of the beft famtlici of this city. W*- 
were very young when we fcH into the handt 
of an uncle, who took care of our education 
and efUtes, which are fo conlide[ab]e> that 
we need not envy others on that acoount ; 
Don Di^, is our uncle's name, he hid 
made long fince a finn fnendfliii>witha gen- 
tleman living near Blaye, whofc merit is far 
above his fortune j he is called Monfieur de 
Meillgnac : our uncle refolving to fend us 
for fbme tioie into France, he wrote bece- 
upon to his friend, whoofiered him bia houft, 
which he joyfully accepted. He made us fee 
out, uh) it is a ytu Gnce we were received 
there with great civility; Madam de McflEgnae 
treated us as her own children ; fhe has feveral, 
but of her four daughters, thofe you fee are 
the moft amiable. It would have been vetjr 
difficult to have feeo them cveiy day, to 
dwell with them, and yet not to have loved 
then. 
. ** My brother at iirft concealed from me 
his growing paffion, and 1 hid mine from him ; 
we were both of us very melanch<dy ; lh« 
trouble of loving, without being loved again, 
and the fear of difpleafing thofe who caufed 
our paffion, all this cruelly tormented us ; but 
■ new vexation did greatly increafc our dif- 
quiet, 

' Cooglo 
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quiet. Which was a rcftlefs jcaloufy we had 
ooe of another : my brother plainly faw I was 
In love, and thought it was with his mifirefs i 
1 looked on him likewife as my risal ; and 
we boie fuch hatred to one another, as might 
have tranfported us to the greateft extremi- 
ties, but that I refolutely determined one day 
to difcover my fcntimcnts to Mademoifelle de 
Meffignac ; but wanting oourage to fpeak to 
her myfcif, I wrote fome verfes in a little 
book touching my paffioo for her, and dex- 
teroufly flid it into her pocket, without her 
eerceiving me. My brother who had always 
an eye on me obferved ir, and playing with 
her, he took out the verfes, and found them 
to COTitain a reipeflful and paJEonate declarar 
Jiou of love to her : he kept tbem till night, 
when being wiriirawnjnto my chamber, with 
the greateft inquietude, he came to me, and 
tenderly embracing me, he told me, he was 
heartily glad at the notice be had of my be- 
ing in love with Madnnoifelle de Meffig- 
nac. 

" I remained as one Aunderftmck ; I fiur 
n^ papers in his haada ; I im^incd ihe bad 
made them a facrifice to faim, and that he 
came to infulc on my misfortune. He faw ia 
my eycB and conntenanoe part of what I 
C 4 thouglit : 
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thought : undeceive yourfelT, continued he, 
fhe gave them not to me ; I have talccn 
them without facr feeing them : I will be 
ferviceable to you for the obtaining her ; be 
you the fame to me in relation to her elder 
filler. I then embraced him, and ptomired 
him all he defired. Thus we mutually ren- 
dered good offices (o one another } and our 

-miflreires, who were not' then ' acquainted 
with the power of love, began to accuftoin 

■ themfelves to hear ub talk of it. 

" It would be to abufe your patience, to 
tell you, madam, how we came at length by 
our cares and alliduities to win their hearts. 

■What happy moments I what fweet hoursil 
td fee without cealing what one loves, and to 
be beloved f to be together in the fields, wi>ere 

na innocent an^ country life let's one taft«, 
without difiurbance, the pleafures of a grow^ 
ing paffion ; this is-a felicity which cannot be 

«)cprcft. 

' M Winter being'come, Madam de Meffig- 
nac was at Bourdeaux, where Ihe had a houfe;- 

«^ iccompaaied her thither i but this houfe 
WB not great enough to Jodge us, with aU 

fohrtamUy; we took one neat her's. 

"Though this ' feparation was only the 

nights, yet we hod lively r^enttoents of it'.] 
we 

L., ..u...C.ooglc 
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we were not now every moment with them j 
our vifits were accompanied with st certain 
air of ceremony, which dillurhed us. But 
our alarms were much increafed when we faW' . 
two rich handfome fparks addrefs themfelves 
to Mademoifelles de Mefiignac, and earneflly 
court them, ai^d that with the approbation of- 
their parents. Good God, how we looked ! 
their proceedings went on at a great rate, and 
our dear miftrciTes, who fliared in our forrow, 
mingled every day their tears with ours. In 
fine, having thoroughly tormented ourfelves, 
by deyifmg a thoufand fruitlefs ways, I re- 
folved to addrefs, myfelf to Monfteur de Mef- 
iignac : 1 Tpalce to him, and told bim what 
my pallion infpired me, to perfuade him to 
defer thcfe marriages. He anfwered, he ac- 
cepted, with the greateft acknowledgments, 
the offers my brother and I made him ; but 
being not of age, what we fliould do at pre- 
fcnt might be afterwards cancelled : that his 
honour was dear to him, though his eftate 
was fmatl ; however, hp fbou4d always efleem 
himfclf happy, in living without rept-oach : 
that my uncle, who had entrulled tts to hitni 
might jullly accuTe him of feducing us; and 
that in Ihort, we muft jio more think of thefe 

natters. = 
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. *' I withdrew ia the grealeft aflUdion,, 
which I flurcd with my brother ; and this 
vfu a dreadful trouble among us, Monfieui 
de Me^Sgoac, to compleat our misfortunes* 
fent an account to my uncle, of what hii 
gaft, and earnellly intreatcd bin to lay his 
commands on us to be gone, Hedid fo ; an<( 
feeing BO remedy to our misfortunes, my 
brother and I went to Madcmoifellcs de Mcf- 
fignaCj and threw ourfclves at their feet ; w« 
told them what might perfuade hearts already 
prepoflelled : we gave them our faith and 
promifes, ligned with our blood : in Ihott, 
love made an end of vanquiQiing (hem i- 
ihey confented to go with us. We loolt 
fucb meafures> that our paflage was happy 
enough till our anival here ; and it is not two- 
days fincc entering thisJioufe, the fitft pcilbn 
ofieting himfelf was Don Diego ; he was im- 
jiatient of our return, and to fatisfy himfelf 
be came in quefl: of ua. How did we look at 
-this fight ! he caufed us to be apprchcnded- 
as criminals j and forgetting that Madcmot- 
felle* de Meflignac, were the daughters (^ 
his belt friends, and perfons of quality, he 
loaded them with injuries, and overwhelmed 
them with threatenings, after he had learnt 
from one of my feivants, ^at we had refolved 
to' 
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to pafs inct^Uo as far as Madrid> to (laat 
relations vre had there, to Carry in thSs {tUce 
for a full liberty of declariag our marriage. 
He locked us up in a chamber next to his ; 
and wc were there, when thefe ladies came by 
moon-ligbt, cougbing underour windows'. We 
heard them and ran to them — they (hewed us- 
tbeir lett^ ; and we were deviling the meanS' 
of our deliverance,- when my uncle, having no^ 
ticeof what pafled, fileotly came upon us with^ 
all his- fervants, and before outfaces mifufe4, 
tbefe amiable creatures. In the excefsof our 
defpair our ftrengtb, without doubt, incrcafed,. 
We broke open the doors, which were fait 
Ihuton us, and we ran to fiiccour them, when 
imprudently, madam, vre came into your 
chamber." 

The gentlieman here ftopped, and I founi- 
he had related his little hiflory with great in- 
genuity, I thanked him for it, and ofiersd- 
thek ladies my endeavours, and thofe of my 
friends, to appeafe their family : which oflerS' 
they accepted, aad teflified their acknow 
ledgments. 

Some ladieS'Of the town, who came to liee- 

me, would flop me ; they propofed to me^ 

to go to the nuns* vrfaofe convent is fo 

pleafaotly fituated, that the frofpedl has no 

bouiuis : 
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Is : you m^y ice from tfaence, at 006 
time* the fi>a, &ips, towns, woods, and 
fieUs. TiKy fpeak much in piaife of the 
voices, beauty, and good-humour of thefe 
nuns. Add to this, that the ill weathef 
was fo increafed, and the fnow &llea in Co 
gieat abundance, that no one advifcd me to 
pioceed <m my Journey. I was in fufpcnce 
awhile, but the impatience I had to be at 
Madrid, prevailed over all thefe eonAdera- 
tions, and I parted the next morning. I 
liave receired of my banker the money I 
want. 

- . But I mull not forget to tell you, (bat the 
inhabitants of this town have a particulat 
piivilege, and of which they, are not a littU 
proud ; which is, that when they treat of any 
affairs with ihe king of Spain, and that it is 
dirc£Uy with him, he is obliged to fpeak witK 
them bare-headed. I could not get the rea.. 
Jon from them for thia. 
/ .1 am told I DUift fuinifli myfetf with good 
ilofe pf pFOv.ifion, to prevent ftarving in fome 
places through which we muft pafs ; and 
gammons of bacon, dried tongues, being 
imi^h eftecmed in this country, I have there* 
ibre taken up a good quantity; and as to the' 
.reft> we have fitfficicjuly provided, . Now 
this 

D.,...8jj,Googk' 
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tW being poft-day, I would not' omit this 
occalion of inforining you c^ whtt has 
bappenol to me ; and teftifyiiig that I am, 

Fn>m St. Sebafiians 

Feb. 20, Youw.. 
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IRe-aflume* dearcoufin, without, any com- 
pliments, tbe fequel of my trarets : in 
leaving St. Scbaftiui, we entered into a very 
iDugh way, which brings you to fuch ter- 
rible fteep mountains, that you cannot afcend 
them without climbing ; tbey are called Sierra 
de St. Adrnn. They {hew only precipices 
and I odes, on which a puling lover may 
meet with certain death, if he has a mind 
to it. Pine trees of an extraordinary height 
■crown the top of thefe mountains. As far as 
^e fight will ri;ach, you lee nothing but de- 
forts, cut with ftreams clearer than cryftal. 
Near the higheft part of mount St. Adrian, 
you meet with an elevated roelt, which feeMs 
10 kave been placed in the midft of the way 



..u^X'OUglc 



3ff LETTERS 

■o block up .the paflage, »id thus fepar^Uc Bif- 

cay fromihe Ojd Caftille. . . 

A t<c4ioiu and painful labour has ^pierced 
this tnafs- of (lone inthelhapeof a vault; you 
may walk forty or fifty yflfxa under it, with- 
out light of day, but what comes by the over- 
tures at each entry, which are fhut by great 
doors : you find under this vault an inn, which 
is left in the winter, by reafon of the fnows ^ 
you fee here likewife a littJe chapel of St^ 
Adrian, and feveral caverns, where thieves 
commonly retreat ; fo that it is dangerous- 
pafling here without being in. a condition of 
defence. When we had traverfcd the rock,. 
we ilill afcended a little to arrive at the top' 
of the mountain, which is held to be the- 
higheft of the Fyraneans ; it is wholly co- 
vered with great alh-trees. There was never 
a finer place for folitude; the IprJngs run* 
here as in the vallies : the fight is^only bound* 
ed by the weaknefs of (be eyes j- Ihades and 
lilence here reign, and theechos anfweronever/ 
fide. V/e began, afterwards to defcend dowu< 
iafier than, we climbed up ; we faw in fome 
.parts little barren plains', many fandy places,, 
.and very often mountains- covered with great 
Kicks. It is not without lealbn, that in 
poffiog fo near, you fear, left fom* of them- 
ihould 
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Aould get loofe, -vrhich would certaitil/ over- 
whelm one I for you fee (bme vririch are fallen 
from the top, aad hang in> their pafTage oil', 
other clefts i. and thcfe finding nothing in tbe- 
■wSLft would give a forrjr diverfion to a travel* 
ler. I made all thefe reflections at my eafe i; 
for I was alone in my litter, with ny child» 
who did not at all dtflurb my thoughts. A 
liver called Uirola, big enough, but which, 
was increafed by the torrents, and melted! 
fiiow flides along the way^ and breaks fbrthi 
into particular ftreams in feme places, which 
fil\ with a great impetuofity and noife, and: 
make a very pleafant found and lighL 

We meet not here with thoTe fine caftlet ts- 
be feen on the banks <tf the Loire, which 
make traveUeia call it the country of fairies. 
Here are on lhe& moiintnns only feme fltep^ 
herds cottagesy and fome lew hovels, and at 
foch a diftance, that you muft go a great waj- 
before you can find them -, yet all iheli; natu- 
la} olijeds, though very melancholy ones^ 
have fometbing that is very taking in them. 
The fnows were lb high, that we had always 
twenty men to make way for us with fltovd*. 
You will perhaps imagine this coft me very 
much ; but here are liich good clUbliflted orw 
ders, and thofe fo veil obfenred, that the 
'' inhabitants 

.......Cooglo 



40 LETTERS 

inhabitants of a village are obliged to meei 
travellers, and be their guides to the next ; 
' and no one being bound to give them any 
thing, the leaft liberality therefore latisfies 
them. To this firft care there is added ano- 
ther, which is that of ringing the bells, with- 
out ceafing, to give notice to travellers where 
they may retreat in ftormy weather. They 
told me, there had not fallen this forty years 
{o much fnow as we had met with, there 
hiving been no froft for a great while in this 
province. 

Our troop w» fo great, that we might 
count ourfelves no ways inferior to thofc cara- 
vans which go to~ Mecca; for without reck- 
oning my train, and that of Don Fernand dc 
Toledo, there joined with us near St. Sebaf- 
tian, three knights, with their attendants, 
who returned from their commanderflijps of 
St. James ; there were two of this order, and 
one of that of Alcantara : the firft wear red 
crofles, in form of an embroidered fword, on 
Xbcir iboulders ; and he of Alcantara has a 
green one. One of the two firft is of Anda^ 
Joufia* the other of Galicia, and the third of 
Catalonia ; they are of good families ; he of 
Andaloufia calb himfelf Don Efteve de Car<- 
v^al, be of Galicia, Don.SancboSannicnto^ 
and 
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and the other of Catalonia, Don Frederic de ' 
Cardonne ; they are perfoni of good mien, 
and well acquainted with the world. I re- 
ceived all poffible civilities from them, having 
much of the French humour in them. They 
have trave}led over the grcatcft part of Enroptf, 
and this has rendered _them fo polite. We 
went to lie at Galeretta ; this is a borough 2 
little diftant from mount Adrian, fituated in 
the little province of Spain (I juft mentiotled) 
named Alava, which malces a part of Bifcay, 
we had but bad entertainment there. It is 
eleven leagues fronl thence to St. Sebaftian.- 

We had a better way from Galaretta to 
Vi&orh tbftn we had before : the couiitry 
here yields much cdm and ' grapet, atad tne 
vilfages lie very thttk together: wcfound " 
here ctiftofflobifnfe''irieni WhoTnadetnpaybbth 
•for the cloaths and moneywe carried with us : 
they were not -vcfy-eitafiing with us^ be- 
caufe our company was too large to be im- 
pbftd on. Don Femantf dd Toledo had in- 
formed mt over tiight,' that we were to travel 
neaf the caftle^rf QiiAiiit, which was faid to 
be haunted with a (^Kt, tellfng me a Ihoufand 
extravagant lloriea, which were readily fwal- 
iewed by the inhabitants of the country, and 
which wftrt (0 effeflually believ«i by them, 
that 
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that no one would live there. I had a great 
defire to fee this place } for although I am imtu- 
rally as fearful as another, yet I am not affaiif 
of ghofts ; and if I were, our company was 
fo numerous, as would animate the greate^ 
coward : we flruck off a little to the left, and 
came to the borough of Quebare j the mat- 
ter of the inn where we entered, had the 
keys.of the gallic; he told usj in going along 
with us, that the duinde, which is to lay 
the f^ritr could not epduK cotnpanyt yet. if 
we were a thoufand togetheryhe would, if be 
wete minded, beat us all in fuch a manner, 
as to leave us for dead. I began to tremble ; 
Don Eernand dc Toledo, and Don Frederic 
de CafdonnCj who gave ^e their hands, peN 
ceiviiig my fear» burA ou^ into a lan^iter : I 
grew aflMmrd, and prete^^dedtpg^ui couraggy 
an4 fo we entered the caftle> which might 
Jiave pad for a fine one,vhad it been kept ia 
order ; it had no furniture, except an old t»r 
^peftry hangiog in a great hall, which, rcpre- 
fenipd the amours of Don Pedro,, the .Cru^ 
.and Doifpa Maria de PadiJIa.: 0)e is rqpre- 
jfented -HttiRg likie 4 ^Hpen in the midfl of 
other ladies, and the king placing f>n herbei<f 
a ^rown of, flowen.^ In another part the (U 
undeE (^ 4udj;.9f a w«Qd> the kw^ fliewtng 
bee 
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her a hawk on his fiA : and again, in ano- 
ther, ihe appears in a warrior's drefs, an<l 
the king in armour prefents her with a fword ; 
which makes mc believe that ihe had been ia 
fbme warlilce expedition with him. She wa» 
Tery ill reprefente J ; Don Fernand told me he 
bad fecn her efQgics elfewhere> hy which flie 
appeared to be the moft beautiful and moft cruel 
weman of her time ; and that the figures in 
this .UpeRry icfeoibted neither her nor the 
king : hJs name, cypher, and arms were everjr 
where on it. We went up into a. tower, on 
the top of which was a dungeon, and it wa» 
there where the (pint iahabited ^ but without 
doubt be was abroad, for we neither faw nor 
heard him, or any of his cmn^aions j aad 
baviog fceo fufficieniiy this great building 
«« left it to purfite pur jouroey. loapprowJi:- 
iflg Vi^oria, we paft over a moft delightful 
|diuD, at the end of which flands a town Htu-. 
ated in this province of Spain, I lately men- 
tioned, called Alava ; this is the capital town 
of it, as well as the itrft of Cafiil^e : it is 
iacloftd wtlh two walls, one of which isOId» 
and the other New ; befides this, it has np 
other fortifications. After I bad refreshed my- 
&lf awhile here, it was propofed to me to go 
to a play i but in. tarrjring till it began, X 
had 
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had no Tmall diverfion, in feeing come into 
the moft fpacious place of the town, four com- 
panies of young men, preceded by drums and 
trumpets : they marched fcveral times round, 
an4in{ine, immediately began the light with 
fnow-balls, which they threw on one another 
with tich fiercenefs, that they w«c all very 
well pelted in the end : they were above two 
hundred who fought this battle. To tell you 
of thofc who fell, or recovered their feet 
again, and the Ihouts and acclamations of 
the- people, will ' be needlcfs } and I was 
obliged to leave them thus engaged, to go to 
the place where the play was to be repre- 
fcnted. 

Wheft I entered into the room,' the people 
let forth in hollowing, nitra, mira I which' fs 
to fay, lookj look I the decorations of thb 
theatre were not over megniScent ; it was 
raifcd on barrels, and ill-ranged planks; the 
windows of the room were open, for ttey 
ufed no candles or flambeaux ; whence yoQ 
may eafily imagiiie this much takes away from 
the beauty of the fight. They afted the life 
of St. Anthony ; and when the players faid 
any thing which plcafed the company, all the 
people cried out, vi£loria, vi£loria ! I was in- 
formed this was the cufiom of the county, 
I obferved 
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I obfcrved the devil was no otherwife clad, 
than the reft, having only a pair of ftockings 
of a flame-colour, and a pair of horns to diT- 
tinguifh him. This comedy confillcd only of 
three ads, and they are all no more : at the 
end of each ferious ad, another b^an of farce- 
mi pleafantrj, wherein appeared him they 
called El Graciofo, which is to fay, the buf- 
foon, who, among much inflpid ftuiF, fays 
fomctimes fom^thing that is lefi) naufeous : 
The interludes were mixed with dances, to 
the found of the harps and guitars : The ac- 
tors had caftagneis, and a little hat on their 
heads, without which tbey never dance, and 
then it is a faraband ; they feem not to wallc, 
they trip along fo lightly. Their manner is 
wholly diSerent from ours : they move too 
much their arms, and often pafs their bands 
on their bats and face, and that with no ill 
grace; tbey play admirably well on the caf- 
tagnets. 

As to the reft, dear coufin, I would not 
have you think thefe adors, for being in a little 
city, d« much diSer from tbofe of Madrid. 
I was told, that thofc of the king are little 
better ; but, io a word, both aA what they 
call La» Comedias Famofas, which is to fay, 
the finefi and moft famous comedies, which in 
truth 
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truth are very ridiculous : For example, vhm 
St. Anthony faid his Conficeor, .which he did 
often enough, all the fpe^ators fell down on 
their knees, and gave themfelves Aich rude 
Mea Culpa's, as was enough to beat the 
breath out of their bodies. 

Here Wsuld be a proper pUce to fpeak of 
their habit?, but you had better excufe me till 
I come to Madrid, left I tire you with repeti- 
(ions : Yet I muft tdl you, that all the ladies 
I faw in this company, had a prodigious <juan- 
tity of red, which begins juft under the eye, 
and pafTes from the chin to the ears and 
flioulders, and to their very hands ; 16 that I 
never faw any radilhes of a finer colour. 

The lady governefs of the town drew near 
tome; the juft touched my cloaths,' and haf- 
ttly drew back her hand, as if the had burned 
her fingers, I bid her in Spanilh not to be 
afraid : She at length familiarized herfelf, and 
told me, " tt was not through fear of any 
thing elle but of difpleafing me : that it was 
no new thing to her to fee French ladies: and 
that if flte might, &e would gladly drels herfe'f 
after their faihion." She ordered chocolate 
to be brought her, with which flie prefented 
me ) which is far better here than in France; 
The 
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The play being coded, I took my leave of her, 
having thanked her for her civiliiies. 

The next morning, as I entered the church 
to bear mafs, I efpied an hermit, who had the 
air of a perfon of quality, and yet begged an 
alms of me, with fuch great humility, chat I 
was greatly firrprJzed at it : Don Fetnand 
having notice of it, drew near, and faid to me, 
*' The perfon whom you behold, madam, is 
of an illuflrious family, and of great merit, 
but his fortune very unhappy." 

*' You raife in me, faid I to him, a great 
^^uriofity to know more; and thererore I muft 
beg your favour to fatisfy ic." " You may 
command any thing of me, replied he, madam, 
but I am not fo thoroughly informed of his 
adventures, to undertake the relating them to 
you ; and I believe it were better I engage 
him into a recital of them hiQlfelf." He left 
me, and went immediately to embrace him, ~ 
with the greateft civiHties and tendernefs : 
Don Frederic de Cardonne, and Don Efteve 
de Carvajal, had already accolted him, as their 
old acquaintance ; and when Don Fernand 
had joined them, they all carneftly intreated 
. him to come with ihem when mafa was over. 
He ai earneftly cxcufed hiinfclf; but being 
told, I was a fiianger, and much importuned 
that 
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that I might leirn from himfelf, what had 
obliged him to turn hermit; he at length, 
confentcd, oa condition I would permit him 
to bring one of hii friends, who was perfet^ly 
fkilled in what related to him : " Do us j.uf- 
tice> continued he, and judge whether it is fit 
for me to relate fuch particularities in this ha- 
bit I wear." They found he had reafon, and 
prayed him to bring his friend, which he did 
awhile after I was at my lodgings. He pre- 
fcnted a very fine cavalier to me j and talcing 
leave of us very civilly, he told him, " He 
Ihould be obliged to him, if he would fatisfy 
the curioficy which Don Fernand de Toledo 
had given me, of knowing ihe fpring of his 
misfortunes." This gentleman took h. i. . 
by me, and began in thefe terms : 

'* I think myfelf very happy, madam, that 
my friend has chofcn me to fatisfy the defire. 
you have of knowing his adventures j but I 
fear I Iball not acquit myfelf fo well as I 
would : The pcrfon whofe hil^ory you would 
lear.n, has been one of the fineft gentlemen in 
the world ; it would be hard to make a judg- 
ment of him now; he is buried, as it were, 
in his hermit's habit. He was an exceeding 
graceful perfon, well Qtaptd, of an excellent 
inien, and noble air : And in fine, had all the 
accomplilhmencs. 
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ucomplifliineaU, both natural and acquired, 
of a perfon of qualitjr, being liberal, witty and 
brave. He was born at Cagliari, capital of 
the ifle of Sardagoc, one of the moft illu&riout 
and richeft families of all that country. 

** He was brought up with one of his couJin- 
gennans ; and tbe.fympathy which was found . 
in their humors and inclinations, was fo 
great, that they were more ftri^y united by 
friendfliip than blood : they hid no fecret front 
cadi othn. And when the Marquis fi^baran 
wu married (which was his coulin's nanne) 
their firicndflilp continued in the fame force. 

** He married one of the fineft women in the 
world, and the moft accomptiflied ; fhe was 
thrfi not above fourteen : She was hciref) to « 
very noble eftate and family. The Marquis 
every day difcovered new charms in the vrit 
and pcrftm of his wtfc, which likiwife in- 
creafed every day hii paflion. He fpeaks 
inthout ccaling, of his happfnefk, to Don 
Lewis de Bhrharan ; which ii the name, ma- 
dam, of my friend ;' and when any affiin 
cUiged the Marquis to leave her, be conjured - 
btm to ftay with the Marchionefs, thereby to 
leflen the trouble of hit abfence. But, alas I 
how hard is it when one is at an age uiipiiMUe 
of ferlous reflexions, to fee continually fo fur 

Vol., I. D a woman. 
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s WMi, (o young and amiaUe, and to fct 
ber with iaditference I Don LewU wu already 
idcrperately in love with the Marcbionefs, ani) 
tbougfat tbenHt wai only for her hulband's 
Take : Wfailft he ifss in this miflalce, Ibe fell 
dangeroufly fick ; at which he grew fo dread- 
fill melancholy, that he then knew but too 
late, this wa« cauled by » pafton which would 
prove the greateft nusfortune of hii whole 
life. Finding bimfelf then in this conditioDf 
and having not ftrcngth to reftft it, he niblvcd 
to uft the utraofl extremity, and to fly and 
avoid a place wtere he was in danger of dying 
with love, or breaking through i4ie bonds of 
frimdfiiip. The moft cruel death would have 
fcemed gentler than the execution of this de- 
fign: When the Marchioncfii grew better, 
he-went «> her to bid her adieu, .aJKl fee h«y 
no more. 

*' He found her bulied in choofing, among 
fevetal ftones of great value, thofii wiiUsh wew 
the fioeft, which flie intended to bRve fet in i 
cing. Don Lewis was kvtx mtered the 
chamber, but fiie defioed htan, with ilut ait. of 
fiuniliarity ufual atnoag relatioM, to ^ w4 
. fetch ^er other ftooea which flu nofeover kni 
in her cabinet.' He ran thither, aod by aa 
uoexpeded good hap, foitod uiang what h« 
Josked 
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lodced fort tbe enamelled pi^^ure of the Mar- 

cbionds, fmaU, fet with diatnoodit and ia- 

circled with a lock of her hairi it was-fo like, 

that he had oot the pover fa wjthjjand the 

delirc he bad of dealing it : '* I am going to 

leave her, faid he, I fliall fee her no ifiorp} I 

lacrificc all my quiet to her hufband : Ah|s I 

ia not this enough? And may I not without 

a crime, fcarch in my paih a confbluion fo 

innocent as this i" He ki^d feyeral times this 

pidure ; he put it under his arm, he carefully 

hid it, and returning towardr her with tbefit ' 

ftones, be trembling told her the refolution he 

bad taken of travelling. She appeared much 

amazed at it, and changed her colour. He 

looked on her at this moment i be ha4 th« 

pleafiire of perceiving it ; and their eyes being 

of intelligence, fpake more than their words : 

*' Alas! What can oblige you, Dga J^vr'af 

faid flie to him, to leave us I Your coulia 

loves you fo tenderly; I cfleem ypu ; we arc 

never plcafed without you; be cannot live 

from you: Have you not already travelled? 

You have, without doubt, fotne other r^lbn 

for your depvture, but at leafi do not bide it 

from me." Don Lewis, pierced through witk' 

forrow, could not forbear uttering a deep figfa, 

And taking one of the delicate hands of the 

D 2 charming 
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ckanning peribn, on v^icb be fUed his lips, 
" Ah, madania what do you afk me ? Taid he to 
her. What can I fay Co youf And indeed^ 
what can I fay tQ you in the condition Z am 
in i" The violence be ufed to conceal bis fen- 
riments> occalioned fo great a weaknefs, 
that he fell half dead at her feet. She r&> 
mained troubled and conrufed at this tight : 
She obliged him to fit down by her ; flie dared 
not lift up her eyes to Jook on him ; but flie 
kt him fee tears, which {be could not forbear 
fiiedding, nor rsfolve to conceal from bim. 

*' Scarcely were they come to themfelves^ 
vhen the Manjais entered into the chamber. 
He came to embrace Don Lewis widi all tho 
tcftimonies of a perfeA friendAiip, and he was 
in the greateft trouble, when he underflood he 
was fetting out for Naples. He omitted no ar- 
guments to perfuade him from it, prellcd hia 
fiay with the greateft earneftnek,but all in vain. 
He there immediately took his leave of the 
Marchionefs, and (aw her no more. The 
Marquis went out with him ; he left him not 
till the moment of bis departure. This was 
an augmentation of Don Lewis's forrow ; he 
wonid have willingly remained alone to have 
Ki entire liberty of affli&ing himfelf. 

- The 



TBOM SPAIN. Si 

** The Marchionefi was lenfibly afflicted at 
this reparation: She had perceived he love4 
her, before fac had known thus much himfelf; 
and the had found in him fucb fingular merit, 
, that for her part too {be had loved him with- 
out knowing it ; but flie found this to h«r coft 
after his departure: Recovering but lately 
from a dangerous tickneCsj of which Qie was 
not perfedty cured, this unhappy accident 
made her fall into a languiihing indifpoHtlon, 
as foOn rendered her quite another body ; her 
duty, her reafon, her virtue equally perfecuted 
her : She was greatly fenliblc of her hufband's 
regard to her, and fbe could not (ufier but 
with great forrow, that another Ibould take 
up her thoughts, and have To great a place in 
her affeftions. She dared not any more men- 
tion the name of Don Lewis ; ihe never made 
any enquiries after him ; flie made it an indif- 
penfable duty to forget him : This violence 
which flie ufed on herfclf, was like a continual 
martyrdom ; Ihe made one of her women, in 
whom {he moft confided, the repofitory of this 
lecret: *< Am I not very unhappy i faid fbe, I 
muft wifli never again to fee a man, towards 
whom it is impoffible for me to be in a ftate 
of indifference; his perfon is always before 
mine eyes j nay, I think fometimcs I fee him 
D 3 in 
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in the perfon of my hufband } the refcmblance 
which is between them, fervet only to nourifli 
tiiy afFeiSion towards him. Alas ! Mariiha, 
I muft die, to expiate this crime, although it 
be an involuntary one : I have only this meani 
to get rid of a palBon of which I cannot hi- 
therto be miftref!;: Alas,whacharcl nocdoni; 
to fliile it, this paOion which yet is dear to 
me.'' She accompanied thefe words with a 
thoufand fighs: She melted into tears, and 
ihough this woman had a great deal of wit 
and aSc<9ion to her miflr^s, yet 0ie could fay 
nothing to her, that could yield her any com- 
fort. 

** The Marquis, in the mean timCj every 
day reproached his wife with her indifftrency 
to Don hevfli : " I cannot fuffer, faid he to 
her, that yon fliOuld think fo little on the 
man I loVe aboVe all the world, and who had. 
fo fflach contplaifance and fricndthip for you : 
I mull needs fay, this is a kind of hardnefs, 
which would make one judge untowardly of 
the tindernefi of your heart: At leaft, you 
nnift gragt, madam, that he was fcarcely gone 
"but you forgot him." " What good would my 
nmeibbering him do him i faid the Mar- 
chionefs with a languifbing air, Do not you 
fte he avoids us i Would he not have been 
fiitl 
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ftill with us, if til had any real ItiaAneb fat 
ai i Believe me, my lord, he defervcs a little 
that we flioukl forfake him in bur turn." 
Whateyer IhecouH fey, repelled not the 
Marquis ; be ftUt importoned her to write to 
Don Lewis to return. One day among the 
reft, flie had got into his cbret to fpcak to 
him about feme afTairs, when flie found him 
bufied in reading a letter of I>oa Lewis's, 
which he bad lately received. 

*■ She would have retired ; but he toc^ this 
opportunity to oblige her to do what he would 
have-het-; he told her very ferioufly. That he 
-could DO longer bear the-abfence of bis coufuif 
(hat he was refolved to go (ihd him ; that It 
ivas 'Already tw« y^ata fiAce be bad been gone, 
withdut intimtting zaj.A^tnoi returning to 
bis friends and country} that he was per- 
fuaded be would yield a greater deference to 
her requcfla than his; that be conjured her to 
write to him; And that in fine, Ihe might 
choofe either to give him this fatlsfaftion, or 
be content to (ec him part for Naples, ' where 
Don Ltwis was to' Aake fome fiay. Sfae tt- 
matned Airpi^ed, and perplexed at this pr*- 
psfali hut knowing he expeSed with great 
impatience her determination, What wotdd 
you I»ve me lay to bim, my lord i fiud (he to 
D 4 him, 
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him, with a forrowful countenanccj diSate 
thit letter to me, I will write it; I can do 
no more} and I believe this is more than I 
ought. The Marquis, tranlported with joy, 
moft affedionately embraced her } he thanket) 
her for her compliancet and made her write . 
tbcfe words : 

*' If yeu have any fctndnefs for ut, defer 
not your return j I have very urgent leafons 
to dcfire it. I am not a little concerned that 
you Ihew fuch indifierence towards ub, wbich 
is an uaqueflionable indication that you take 
no delight in our compuiy. Return, DoQ 
I^ewis, I carneftly wt(h it t I intreat you : 
And if it were fit for me to ule more urgent 
terms, I would fay pei^api, I command you 
to'do it." 

" The Marquis made a fingle pacquet of 
this fatal letter, to the end that Don Lewi* 
might not think it was by his order the Mar- 
chionela had wrote it -, *nd having fenc it to 
the courier, he cXpcScd the fuccefs with ex- 
traordinary impatience. What became of 
this lover at the light of fo dear and uncx* 
pefied an order I Although he had remarked ' 
, dirpofittons of tendernefs in the cpuntenance 
of 
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of tfaia &ir perfoo, yet he dared not piomiTe 
. ^himfelf the could defire his return ( bis leafba ■ 
revolted againft his joy : " How unhappy a 
wretch I am, faid be, I adore the moft amiable 
of all women, and yet I dare not offer to 
pleafe her? She has a kindnels for me, y^ 
honor and friendihtp withhold me frotn mak- 
ing the leaft advantage of it. What {ball 1 
do then, O heavens! What Ihall I do! I 
flattered myfelf that abftnce would cure m^: 
Alas I this is a remedy which I have fruttlefsly 
tried ; I have never caft mine eyes on her 
pidure, but have found my&If -more in love, 
and more miferable than when I (aw her every 
day. I.muft obey her, fbe commands my 
leturn ; flie defires to fee me, and (he cannot 
be ignorant of my paffion : When I took my 
leave of her, my eyes declared to her the fccret 
of my heart : And when I call to mind what 
I Taw in ber's, all my reflexions then are to . 
no purpofe ; for I refolve rather to die at her 
feet, than to live remote fnHO her." 

** He parted without any delay, and with- 
out taking leave of his friends. He left a 
gentleman to cxcufe bim towards them, and 
to order his affairs. He was in fuch great 
bafle to fee the Marchionefs, that he ufed fuch 
diligence to be with her, that nobody but he 
D 5 could 
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coulif have done. Arriving at Cagliari, the 
'tSpibr of Sardagne, he undcrftood that the 
'Marquis and his wife were at a (lately country 
houfe; where the Viceroy was gone to give 
them a Vilit, with all his court. He learned 
6iorcover, t&at the Marquis de Barbaran pre- 
pared for him a great feaft, where there were 
tg be held jufts or tournaments, after the an* 
cient manner of the Moors ^ He was the de- 
fendant, and was to maintain, Thatahufband 
beloved, is happier than a lover. 

" Several gentlemen that were not of this 
opinion, were preparing themfelves to go and 
difpute the prize, which the Marchioncfs, at 
the Vice-queen's intreaty, was to give to the 
conquer6r; it was a fcarf, embroidered with 
her own hands, wrought with cyphers : No 
one was to appear but ibofe who were mafked 
and difgutfed, to ihe end that all might be 
freer and more gallant. 

" Don Lewis had a fecret vexation, in 
Ending the Marquis fo well fatisfied: " He 
is beloved, faid he, I cannot but look on him 
as my rival, and ^ an happy rival; but we 
muft endeavor to diiturb his happinefs, in 
. triumphing over his vain glory." Having 
fotaad this defign, he would not appear in 
jtown i he caufcd to be made a fuit of flriped 
green 



'»iio« ■ S P Al N. 59 

gMCA fiif^D, temb^oithred witti gold, tmd ilU 
his literiea were of die Ikme color, to denote 

-liiB new hopesi 

" When he'cHtcred into the lifts, every body 
hftd their eyea on him ; his magnificence arid 
bi* air gave emulatiDn to the cavaliers, and 
greatcttriofity to the ladies. The Marchionefs 

' fek a Teem emotion^ of which ihe could not 
difcoVer rtie caufe : He was placed very near 
the bakony, where 'flic fate with the Vict- 
queen ; but there was no lady there which 
did not )ofe all her luftre near that of the 
Marchionefs; her youthful air, which ex- 
ceeded not eighteen years, her lovely whhe 
and red chcelcs, her eyes fa fweet and gracefiri, 
her fcarlet lips and little mouth, agreeable 
imile, ^nd her fliape, which rurpalTcd die foireft, 
made her the admiration of all the world. 

" D(m Lewis Was lb ravifbed in feeing her 
fo charming, and to obferve yet in her coun- 
tenance a Uoguifliing forrowfu) air, that he 
flattered tnmfdr tti have therein a part ; and 
this was the firft mcunent wherein he thought 
bimfclf hippy. When his torn came, he rain 
againft the Marquis, and fmote him fo da> 
tecoufly, that he got the advantage all along - 
of him ; fo that in a vrortl, he gained the prize 
with a geiterai spi^aufe, and with the appro- 
bation ' 
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bation of every one pre&nt; Hg threw bim- 
fdf at the Maicbionc&'s feet, to receive it at 
bcrhaails} he altered the tone of his voice* 
and rpeaking to her with his malk ofi, low 
enough not to be hcaid but only by hec : 
'* Divine perfbn, ^d he to her, be pleafed to 
obfenre what fortune deeidcs in fa,vpur of 
lovers." He dared not ta lay oioie ta her;, 
and without knowing him, ibe gave him the 
prize* with that natucal grace with which alL 
bei a^oos were accompanied, 

" He fuddcnLy withdrew himfelf* forfeiref 
being known j for this might have been an 
occalion of quarrel between the Marquis and 
ham; and without doubt be would not have 
eafily pardoned the vi^iy he obtained over 
him. This obliged him to keep bimfelC con- 
cealed for fome days.. The Viceroy and lya 
liidy returned to Cagliari, and, the MaKjuis. 
and Marchionefs accompanied them thither*. 
Wiethe whole court. 

" Don Lewis then fbewed himfelf i he 
pretended he |uft thea arrived*, and made as. if 
he knew not what had palTed in the field. 
The Marquis de Barbaran was traofported 
with joy in feeing him, and .abfence had not 
at all altered the aficdion he had for this dear 
xdatioD. He bad no difltcuU ufk to find, a 
favorable: 
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bvonble momeiU wherein to enteruin his 
amiable M^rchiooefs ; he had as much li^eRj^ 
iii.tk«r lodgiaga su in bia own ; and you euy 
vrelt judge, madwitf-tblt he forgot not to 
mcBtion the pttK4 behad remved from hf r 
. fair bands : " How wretched am I, faid he to 
. her, that you did not know me fAUii madam, 
I flattered myfelf, that by lome lecrct prc- 
fentimenti you would learn tfiat tw one but I 
cobid fufbin withfoch paffion the caofe of 
lovers againft hufbands." *' No, my lord, (bid 
fhe to him, with an angry and dirdainfiU air» 
to take away ^1 hope from him,} I cei^d aevcr 
' bare imagined that you could have been patron 
• of fo foul a caufef and I could not have be- 
Ueved you could have taken fucb ftiong en- 
gagements at Haflet, that you ihould comr as 
far as Sardagne to triumph over a friend who 
mainuined my interefls as well as his own." 
'* I fliall die with regte^ madam, fui Don 
Lewis, if I have difplcaled you in what I have 
done ; and were you more favorably difpofed, 
and I might dare to make you my confitWnt, 
it would be no hard matter for me to perltiade 
you, ttut it is not at Naples I have left the 
objeA of my vowa." 

** The Marchioneft, apprehending he fliould 

fpcak more than Ow was willing to hear, and 

ajipeat 
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i^peor lenriKy toudwd with fhe repn»<^Ae 
ntde him, tkt pM on a more jAtg&ttg coam- 
tenaitce, and turning eko coafertiMoii intoa 
tofie of raiflery, iuifwered him, 'S H* tpok Mo 
ferioofly what flke had Aid lo him/' He duiid 
not makt ufe ef this occafion tt> 4«darc bit 
love to her t for though he loved her above all 
thsigs, yet he rcrpe£ttd hec no Icfs. 

*' \Vhenbehad left her, he began to Uuae 
himMf for bia fcufudaefa : " Shall I. Ai4 he, 
' always fufier without fteking any Ktotiy \" It 
was fiame time bdbre he omld meet with a 
favoraUe opportuni^, becaufe the Mar- 
chioneii ftndioufly avoided him } but being 
come one night where ihe wat, he found faer 

- ^oDC m an inward roon^ lying on a bad in a 
ukA lovely manner, and took beconaiBg un- 
Axk, her hair bang fattened with knots of 
diamonds, hung cticle&Iy about ber breafta : 
The trouble Aie felt in ^ing Don Lewis, 
appeared on her countenance, and rendered 
her yet more lovely : He drew near ber with 
•n awful and refpe^ul air, and fell down on 

- hit kneel 1^ her ; he looked on her for fome 
time, not daring to fpeakj but becoming a 
little more bold, *< If you confider, madam, fald . 
he to her» the piteout condition whereunto~ 
j]K)tt have reduced me, you wiU. e^y cqn- 

prehend 
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prebend that it is no longer, in my power .to 
keep filcDce : I could not avoid Tuch inevita- 
ble ftrokes as you have given me ; I have 
adored you as Coon as I faw you : I have en- 
deavored to curemyfelf in flying from you j I 
bave oS^d the greateft violence to myfelf, in 
endeavoring to mafter my paflion. Yoif have 
recalled me, madantt from my voluntary exile, 
and I am dying a thoufand times a day. Un- 
certain of my deftiny : if you be Cruel enough 
to lefufe me your pity, fuffcT at leaft, that 
having made luiown to you my paffion, I may 
die with grief at your feet." The Marchioiiefs 
was fome time without refolving to anOrer 
him, but at length gaining aflurance, " I ac- 
' knowledge, faid flie, Doa Lewis, that I am 
not wholly ignorant of one part of your ftn- 
'timcnts, but I was willing to perfuade myfelf 
it was the effeSt of an innocent affe^ion y 
make me not a partner of your crime— you 
commit one, when you betray the friendfliip' 
due to my hufband : but, alas! you will pay 
but too dearly for this ; for I know that duty 
forbids you to love me ; and in refpe£t, it does 
nol only forbid me to love you, but to fly from 
you: I will do it, Don Lewis, I will avoid 
you i and I do not know, whether I ought 
not to hate you j but, alas I it ftems impoOI- 
ble 
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ble for me to do it." *' What do you tfeen, 
madam, anrwered he, (interrupting her, be- 
ing full of grief and defpalr] when you pro- 
nounce the fentence of my death ? You can- 
not hate me, fay you i Do you not hate me, 
and do you not do me all the mifchief you are 
able, when you refolve to avoid me i Make 
an end, madam, make an end, leave not your 
vengeance imperfect j facrifice me to your 
duty, and your hufband ; for my life cannot 
but be odious, if you take from me the bopet 
of pleating you," She looked on him with 
eyes full of languiflung : ** Don Lewit, fud 
Ibe to him, you reproach me with what I 
would deferve." In ending thele words, ihe 
arofc, fearing greatly, leR her afiedion {hould 
triumph over her reafon ; and notwithftanding 
his endeavors to prevent her, flie pafled into 
a chamber where her women were. 

** She thought Ihe had gained much on hci- 
fclf in forcing her way out of this converia- 
tion, without anfwering fo favorably a> her< 
heart could have wiflted ; but Love is a fe- 
ducer, which muft not be in any fort heark- 
ened to, if one will not be totally overcome 
by him. From that day, Doti Lewift began 
tp think himfelf happy^ though he wanKd 
many thinga to compleat Us ielicity. The 
Marchioacft 
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Marchionefr^ io effe^i had a principle of vir« 
tue, which oppofet) itfclf always with fucceli 
to the defiret of her lover. 

** He bad no longer thofe Icruples <rf frieiid' 
ihip for the Marquia de Barbaranj which had 
fo greatly didurbed his mind ; love bad per- 
fe^Iy banilhed fhendihip ; nayj he even (»• 
cretly hated him. 

'* I n fine, Don Lewis, flattering h imfelf, that 
' perhaps he might find a favorable moment to 
affefi the Marchioncfs's he^twitb fome pity,' 
iie carefully fought it^ and to find it, one day 
when it wat very hot, knowing that (be wai 
¥ront to retire lb repofe herfelf after dinneff 
as i) cuftomary in that country, bo came to 
hcr» doubting not but every body was afleep 
in the houle, . _ ' 

** She was in a ^ound room which looked 
Into the garden 1 all w» &ft and fliut clofe, 
except, a little window, wherel^ be faw on her 
lied this charming creature: ihc was in a pro- 
found fleep, half undreflcd ; he had the time 
to difcover fuch beauties as ftill augmented 
the force of his paffion. He approached fo 
foftly to her, that (be did not awake : it was 
already fome mootenti that he had looked on 
her with all the tranfportt of a man amazed, 
when feeing her naked breafts, be could not 
forbear 

.......Cooglo 
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ftrbMr kiffing theiDt She aroft ati a fuddea, 
Aw had- not her eyes open^ the chamber wu 
dark, and ihe could iKvef have beltived D«l 
lA9is could have been fo bold. ' I have al- 
ready Ttrfd 70U, madam, thait hi rdemUid (he 
Marquis dc Barfcaran; Aie'ttld not doubt 
then but it wM htf, aftd calling him fdvenri 
times, her dear Marquis and hufband, Bit 
tenderly embraced him. Ht well knew his 
ttrdl i tthaterer plearure it procured him, he 
could have Wlflied to have owed this only to 
hib nifirel^'i favoiir». But, O hftavens, h«W 
unrortilnaiely 1 1 happened 1 the Marqiiis camfc 
in this dangeroM* momen^^ and it was not 
without the grealeft fury he faw the Obertf 
Dob Lewis took with hi» wife. At th« nolft 
he made in entering, fhe bad turned her cyds 
-towards the ddor, ahd feeing her hufband en- 
ter, whom file thought file bad already in her 
arms, it is impoffible to reprelent her afflic- 
tion and aftonifiiment. 

** Don Lewis amazed at this accident, flat- 
tered himfelf, ' that perhaps he was not known : 
he pa^ed immediately into the gallery, and 
fiitdhig a window was opened into the garden, 
he threw himrclf out of it, and immediately 
pafied through a back dOor. The Marquis 
porfued htm, witlioat being able to overtake 
him : 
' .,C.x,gL 
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him : in rfcturnibg the fame wajr he came, hi 
unhxppily found the Manrhionefs's piflure^ 
wrhich Don Lewis hid dropped as he ran ; he 
irtnnediately made moft cruel rtfle<9ions here- 
upon : this picture of his wife, and the fight of 
her embracing him, all ihis niade him M lollger 
doubt of his wife's faiflrood: " lam betrayed, 
tried he, by her whotn I loied dearer than 
my owa liftf : was there ever a more unhappy 
man in the world f" In ending f befe words, 
he returned to his wife's chamber. She im- 
mediately threw hcrftif at his feet, and melt- 
ing into tears, would hilTe juflified berfdf^ and 
inade known to him her iiinocency ; but the 
fpirit of jealoufy had fo fully poSefled bim, 
that he violently repulfed her : he hearkened 
only to the tranfporcs of his rage and defpafr, 
and turning away bis tfti, thit he might ftot 
fte fo lovely ftn obj-eft, he had the barbarity H» 
#Hke his daggCF into the breaft of the moft 
beautiful and moft viftUous wofUan ifi thb 
world. She ofiered herfeir to be flatigbtered 
as an innocent Ikcrlfice, and hel- foul Ifitled 
out in a ftream ot Mood." 

O God, erred I, O impriideAt Ddn 

■Lewis I why did you leave this charming lady 

to the fury of an amorous hufttand, tranC- 

ported with jetdovfy ! You might have (iuich- 

ed 
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cd ber out of hit cruel hands. *' Alas* 
madam, replied this gentleman} he knew not 
what be did ; for what would be have dooeat - 
another time to have prerented fuch a misfor- 
tune." 

** As foon ai the unfortunate Marchioneft 
bad rendered her laft breath, her cruel exf cu- 
tionerlhut her, apartment, took all the mo- 
ney and jewel) he had, mounted on horfe- 
back, and fled with all the' Ipced be could. 
pon LewU reftlelj, and more amorous than 
ever, returned thither in the evening, not- 
withftanding whatever might befal him : be 
was furprized when be was told the Mar- 
chionefs was Dill aflcept he immediately went 
into the garden, and entered into the gallejy^ 
through the fame window which he had found 
open, and -from thence came into the cham* 
bee : it ^hfss fo dark, that he was forced to 
walk warily i when be felt fomething which 
bad like to have made him fall, he ftooped 
down and found it was a dead body ; be ut- 
tered a great Ihriek, and doubting not but it 
was that of his dear millrels, he funk dowp. 
wiih grief: feme of the Marchionefs'i women 
walking under the windows of her apanment, 
beard Don Lewis's cri^ j they eafily got up 
through the lame window^ and entered the 
roooK 
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room. What a fad fpe^cle, what a Umen< 
table fight was this I I cannot find words to . 
denote to you the horror of this fcene. Doii 
Lewis was no fooaer come to btmfelf, by the 
force of remedies, but his grief, rage, anti de> - 
fpair, broke out with fuch violence, that it 
was impoffible to calm him ; and I am per- 
fuaded he bad not out-lived her whofc lofs he 
octafioned, if tha defire of vengeance had not 
TC- animated him. 

** He parted like one furious in fearch of 
the Marquis de Barbaran ; he fought him 
every where without hearing any news of him, 
be ran over Italy, travcrfed Germany, went 
into Flanders, and pafled into France. He 
Wits told that the Marquis was at Valentia ia 
Spain i he came there, and met not with him. 
In fine, th^ee years being palled, without 
£nding the means of facrificing his enemy to 
his miftrefs's ghoft, divine grace, which is 
irrefiftible, and particularly on great fouls, 
touched his fo efficacioufly, that he immedi- 
ately changed his defire of revenge into iferious 
defires of leaving the world, and minded only 
the fitting himfelf for another life. 

*■ Being filled with this fpirit he returned 

intoSardagne; he fold all his eftate,- which 

be difiributed among fome of his fiiends, who 

with 
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frith great merit wete ytt very poor i and by 
this means became fp poor himlelf, that ha 
reduced .himfelf to the b^ging of alms. 

*( He had heretofore feen, in going to Ma- 
drid,* a place very fit to' make an hermitage, 
(it is toward) mount Dragon} this. mountain 
is aimoft inacceffible, and you cannot pafs to 
it but through an overture, ]vhich is in the 
tnidft of a great rock j it is ftopt up when the 
/now falis, and the hermitage lies buried more 
than fix months un^er it. Don Lewis caufed 
one be built here, ivhere he was defirous to 
paft whole years without feeing any one. 
He made fuch provifums as were neceflary, 
having good books, and thus remained in this 
difmal folitude ; but this year his friends forced ~ 
him thence, by rsafon (Sf a great fickncfs, 
which had like to bftvc cotl him his life. It 
is four years fmce he has led thi$ holy fpiri- 
tual life, snd fo diSerepc from that to which 
he.was born, that It is with great trouble he 
fees any of hit acqtfa)nt$nc«. 

'* As to the Marquis dc Barbaran, be hax 
wholly left the ifle of Sardi^ne, where he ha* 
not the liberty to retiirn. I ain inforipsd 
he is married .»gsU) at Anvers, to t^ widow 
of a Spwwdi iwiwcd Foncpcii. 

«An4 
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** And U it bci hunfelf that hn relttad H9 
one of ny frknds tkf puticulintjea of hii 
crime; 9nd keis fo furioufly tOftMre<I wiUi the 
remembrance of it, ^t he imjigmci he con- 
tinually (m hii wife dyipg, and reproaching 
him with hifl fury «iW jesloHfy. (i) r word, 
he bv pontra^fi fuch » deep mdMcholy, 
that hi4 death is thought by every one to be 
IHM-, or at Jeift, the lo£i of his fcliftn." 

The gentlcBun hffe «w files t ; and I not 
hti^g ible tH forbear weeping at fi> tragical a 
relation, Don FtmsBd dc Toledo, vbo h*d 
Qb^ved it, wid would not take notice of Ic 
for fcjif qf tntrm^ting the reUtiqp, tallied 
IM tbowt ny taod«fne&, telling «e btxw well 
he was ^^E^d to iind me fo cofnfjiflMiwtt, 
»Bd that I fivMlId not be Ipng bofore I met 
viA objcias 6t to exercife it so, I did noc 
fo mi)^ vind the returiu«g ao jmAke to 
hm, a« the tlisnlifng this gendecsan, wh« 
jiHVi plcafad tp entertiln me with the ncita) of 
fii evcaori^ary ar «d«enture.: I intrcit^ 
bin «> niaJM ny conpUawnta to Don Levin 
wd to give bbW {rov me two piftolcs, Iceiag 
he lived trpw ilme. Poit Femuid, andeicb 
«f th« eftvilJ«r% gave u much. ** Here u^ 
fwd tbF geatlemsn tp ui, &£cicnt to earioh 
^I»ffrof Vt&uUi far Oea Lean appnb- 
priaies 

. , .......C.x,gIo 
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priates not fuch great chuitiea as thefe to him- 
kit." We told him, that he was the mafter, 
and might difpofc oF the money as he pleafed. 
But to return to my adventures. 

Alchough I had a palTport From the king 
of Spain* the beft fpecififd, and oioft general, 
that h poffible, yet 1 was obliged to take a 
bUlet from the toll-houfe} for without this 
precaution, iW my cloathi had been confif- 
cated. ** To what purpofc then i* my pafl*- 
port ?" faid I to them. *< To none at all," 
replied they. The (urveyors and officers of 
Ae cufiomi would not To much as caft their 
eyes on it t they told me, the king niuft come 
and afiiiretbem that this order was from him. 
It is to no purpofe for any one to alledge his 
being a ftranger, and ignorant of the ufagea 
of the country ; for they anfwer coolly. That 
the Stranger's ignorance makes the Spaniard's 
profit. The bad weather has kept mc here 
two days, during which I Taw the govcrnefs, 
and the play. The 'principal place of this 
town is adorned with a very fine fbuntaiii 
ftanding in the midft : it is encircled with 
the town-houfe, the prifon, two convents, 
and feveral well-built houfes ; here is a new 
town and* an old one } every body forlakes 
this latter to dwell in the other. Here are very 
rich 

>.. C.x,gk 
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rich merchants i their chief trade ig st St. 
Seballian or Bilbo ; they fend great ftore of 
iron to. Grenada, £ft/emadour, Galicia, and 
other parts of the- kingdom. I obfcrved ^at 
the great ftreets are fet with fine trees, which 
ate watered with ftreatns running by them. 
Fr(»n mount St. Adrian higher, it is feyen 
leagues. In fine, I amju$ fetting out, and 
muft end this long letter j it is late, and I 
have told tf> you fo much of whu I have feen, 
th«t I Have foentioned nothing of my affecr 
tioni to yovt : believe me, however, d^v 
coyiSifit that I am* and ever Ihall be 

From Vidoria, 

Feb. 2+. Yours. 



LETTER III. 

MY letters are To long, that it. Is hard 
toibelieve when I fiuilli them, that l 
ha.vc any thing more to tell you ; yet, my 
dear coufin, I never clofc any, but there re- 
mains ftill fufficient fur another : were I 
.only to fpeftli to you of my friendfhip, this 
Voi. I, E . would 
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vouM be an inexhauftible futiieft ; yoit may 

forin fome judgment of it from the plearure I 

find io obeying your command*. You are 

defirouc to know all tbe piniculan of my 

royage, I wlH theiefbre go on ta lelate 

tbem: 

I let out late from Vi&oria, by KaTon of 
ny ftay at thb govcroe&'s, whom 1 before 
mentioned : and we went to lie at Miranda } 
the country la very pleirant u (ar as Avigny j 
we came afterwards by a difficult way to tbe 
banki of the river Urola, whole noife is die 
greater, a* it is fiill of rockii on which the 
water daflie*, beats up, and foils down, and 
forms natural cafcadcs in fevenJ placet : we 
continued to afcend the high . mountains of 
the Pyrenees, where we ran a thouland fere* 
ral dangers ; we faw the ancient ruins of an 
old caftle, where ghofts and fpirits have their 
apanments, as well as in that of Quebara, it 
is near Gargafim, and being to ftop there to 
fherv my palTport, becaufe here certain cuf- 
toms are paid to the king, I learned from the 
alcadc of tbe borough, who drew ixu my 
litter to talk with me, that it is the common 
report of the country, that there were (or- 
merly a king and a queen here, who had fo 
fine and beautiful a woman lo their daughter, 
r >« 
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diat Ihe «ru nther taken for a goddeb than s 
mortal crauitre : ilbewu called Min ; tad it 
n from ha name came Ac iRtr« of the Spa- 
niard*, wbidi ii to bff look j'e ; Cor at fiion 
as em Ok i^pearcd^ all the people atten- 
tivelf beheld her, and died out, Mira, Mira j 
and here it the etymoli^ of a trord dnwa 
bt CNQogh. Thii princefs was never leen hy 
any body who became not deTpcrattly in lov* 
with her ; but her difdunfulncA and indif- 
ference nude all her lovcra pine awajr : dw 
htai baSIUk never killed 6> many people u die 
beautiful and dreadful Mtra; flwdnu depo« 
puttfed her father's kugdooi, and alt the 
countries thercabouls were full of de- 
ocalcd and dying lovers. After they had 'm 
vain addrefled themfclves to her, tbey laffiy 
allied tbl^fnfelvei to heaven, to demand ven- 
geance 6a ^er cruelty : the gods at Icngdi 
grew ai^ry, and the goddejles were not much 
-bdiind them in the exercifc of thia paffion; 
fo that to puuilh her, the fcourgei of heaven 
finiflied die deftru£lion< of her father's king- 
dom. In thia general cdamity he confulted 
the orade, nHiicb told him. That all there, 
miicrin would cot have an end, till Mira ' 
bad etpiated die mifehteft which her eyes bad 
done i and that flie muft be gonCj that Def- 
E 2 tiny 
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tinjr wmtid cenduSt her to the place where 
flie WIS to iak her rcfoCc and libBrty. The 
{irincefs obeyed, believing it impotfUe for ' 
her to he touched with eenderncfi-: flic car- 
ried on!]r her Rurre with her; ihe was clad 
like a iimple fliepherdefs, iefl fhe fliouhl he 
taken nntice of, whether at fea or land. She 
ran over a great part of the world, committing 
every day many murders j for her beauty was 
not diminished by the fatigue of- her travels : 
Bxe arrived at length near this 'old caftle, which 
belonged to.a young-count, called Nios, en- 
dowed wefti ' a thoufafid pnfedions, btit ex- 
tream^y proud and Teferved : be fpent his time 
in the woods ; as foon as ever he perceived a 
wonian, he fled from tier, and of all things 
he faw iif the world, Ihe-Was his greateil 
averiion. The beautiful Mira was relHng 
herielf oiie day under the fhade of fome trees, 
when Nios pafled by, cloalhed with a lion's 
ikin, a bow at his girdle, and a mace va his 
fltoulder; his hair was all. clotted together, 
and his face befmeared like a chimney-fweep* „ 
er's, (this circumflance is obfervable) yet the 
princefs thoiight him the moft handfome man 
in the world ; flie ran after bim as if fbe had 
been mad ; and he ran from her as if he had 
iicen in the fame condition : flie loft the fight 
of 
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of him — fhe knew not where to find him — 
was then in the greateft forrow> weeping day 
and night with her nurfc. Nios returned to 
the chace ; (he faw him ag^n, an<l would have 
followed him : as.fbon a> he perceived her, he 
did as at firft, and Mtra, betook hetfslf agaiti 
to her iamentations ; but her paffion giving 
her new ftrertgth, ibe out-ran hiro, flopped 
him, taking hold of his locks, intreating him 
to look oa her, thinking this was enough to 
engagehlm : he caft hia eyet on her «rith as 
inucb indifFeicDce as if the had been an or* 
binary perfon. "Neiter woman was more fur- 
prized ; fbe would not leave him ; flie forced 
herfelf -with him to bis caflle : where,, as 
foon asflie had entered, he there left hei artd 
was no moro' feen, Tbc.poor Mira, being 
not to bo comfortedy diel with grief, and 
from that time ^ou bear deepfighsandigroana, 
which come from the caftle of Nios. The 
young wenches of the country are ufed to go 
there, and carry 'her Jiitle ptefcnt* of fruits 
and milk, which they fet down stthcmou^ 
of a cave, wherd no one . dxrcfr enter ; they 
ikid, this was to comfort' her} but this bat 
been aboliflied as fuperftitious. And though 
I believed not a word of whalever was told 
me at Gargafon, in relation to Mira and 
E 3 ' Nios, 

■ .......C.x,gIo 
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Nics, y«t 1 was pleated in the recital of thii 
ftory, erf which I omit a thoufand particulars, 
for fear of tiriag jou by its length. My 
waitiog womaB wag to affcAed with thii rela* 
don, that flie wu for having ua return back 
agaia, to fet M the mouth of the cave hax 
red partridges, which my people had brought : 
flte imagined the princeia'i gbolt would be 
mightily comforted in receiving thia tefttmoqjr 
(rf our goad will } but for my part, I thought 
Z fhould be more content than her, in having 
Ihofc partridges for my fupper. We paffed 
the river of Urola, on a great flone bridge,, 
and having gone over another, with difficulty 
enough, by rcafoa erf the melted Jhow, we 
arrived at Mtnnda d' Ebro ; this is a gmc 
village, or a little town : here )i a large [dace 
adorned with a fouiwain i the river Ehro which 
is one of the mofi confider^e of Spain, tra- 
verlei it. . You fee on the top of a mountain 
the caftte, with Icveral towers i k appean to 
be of fome flrengtb^ sjid there ifiuea ont fe 
great a ftream from a rock on which it is 
built, that it tarns feveral milli. I could 
not obfcrve any thing elfc w<Hth writing to 
you. 

The tkeekni^ts 1 ^ke of to you, were ar- 

tived before me, and had given all requUttc m> 

deft 

. .......C.x,gIo 
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J«n hi Tapper ; lb we eat tegetbcr, and though 
the nigbc appeared well advanced, becaufe tlw 
daTs are Ihortrin tbii ftaSon, it was BOt late; 
h that thcfc gendemen, who flicwed me gTeat 
nfye& and civility, alkcd me how I would 
pab the ttmc* I propofcd to-them the playing 
at ombre, and that I would go halves with 
Don Feniand de Toledo. They accepted 
the offi;r. Don Frederic de Ca'rdonne laid be 
had rather cooverfe with tne than play ; (o the 
- three others began, and I for fome time gave 
myfelf over to the looking on them, with 
great pleafure, for their way is quite different 
from ours : they never utter a word ; I do not 
iay, to complain, (for this would be unwor- 
thy the Spanifh gravity) but to demand a 
ganot to cut higherj or to (hew that one may 
take Tome other advantage : in a word, they 
ieem to be (tatucs of pieces of German clock- 
work, never appearing iranrportcd with eiilicr 
good or bad luck. Among other difcourfe 
which I had with Don Frederic de Cardonne, 
he told me, there were two obfcrvaWe things 
ia Catalonia^ one of which is a mounuio of 
fait, partly white as fnow, and the other part 
clearer than cryftal : that there is blue,greetii 
violet, orange, and a thoufand different co- 
lon, whidi yet lofe their tin^ure when wet- 
£ 4 ted j 
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ted i it continually forms itfelf, and grows 
there : and though ■ commonly the places 
where fait is to be f6uiid,'are fd barren, that 
you fee not fo much as an herb, ytt there.are 
here pine-trees of great height, and excellent 
vine-yards: when the fun darts its rays 'on 
this mountaiji, itioolts aS if it wholly con- 
. fifled of the moft precious ftones in the world': 
but the befl of it is, that it yields agobd re- 
Venue. ■- . 

The other particular he mentioned to me> 
was of a fountain, whofe water is very goodj 
and of the fame colour as claret : •* I have 
never heard any thing of this, faid I to him, 
but one of my relations, who has been in 
Galalonia, has dfTured me there i» i fountaiii 
hear Balut, u^hofe watt!r is as others are fat 
color, and yet w4atevft* you put therein, ap- 
pears lik« gnfd." " I have feen it, madaiti> 
Continued Don Frederic ; and I remember i 
nlian that was very covetous, and more foolilh, 
went there every day to put in his filvefj 
hoping m time ft trouid be tbang^d "littd 
gold : but hi Was fo for froW tnVwiHV^ WrtK 
Telf thathe *ai ruih^dj fof fome jteafantsi 
more fubtle and crafty than He, haVing pie* 
tieived what he did, flood watching a littlt 
lower, aiid the ftream of the water woul4 
naw 

C.x,gIo 
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now and then bring Tome pieces to them. If 
you return into France by Catalonia, adde^ 
he, you nny fee this fountain." *' It it riot 
that which can draw mf thither, replied f, 
but the defirc of' paffing by Montficmt, would 
make me undertake a longer jou^ney>" **,It is 
fituated, faid he, near Barcelona, and is ■ 
place of great 'devotion [ it lecms at if thie 
lock was fowed through the ni'iMle ; the 
church ftandt high, Jdfmltll and obicure.- By 
the help of fourriwne-anil ten kmps bf filter, 
you perctive tbe'imageuf tM'virgitI, which 
looks very duftifli, and is btfld for miracu- 
lous. The ^tarcoft Philip the ^ondthi^ 
'tboufand crownc f- and here are cvery'day fewi 
pil^ims from all parts oft the wo'rU ; tKisfiply 
plaoe abounds ivtth het^inlT&ges, inhibited by 
ferlbm of great .devotion :' ihtfe' are c«nl- 
tnonljkHieh Of good birth, who ham not l^t 
the woi^ till they have wHl trhd it, ahd who 
appear much taken with the fweets of thoir 
retirements, though the place be diftntl ; and 
it would have been impoSHile to havo-had ac- 
ccfs to it, h^d not a palTige been cut throuf h ' 
the rocks. Yet you find- here feveral agreeal^le 
c^jeflt, a curious profyeft, various fprings, 
gardens wdl-drtfilcd by the nuns own hands,, 
tod every whcr« a certain 'air of 6fttt*Je and 
£ 2 devotion. 
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devolieiii which tni|bttlir cSed tbefe wh« 
come there. We hkvc Mother famous pltcc 
flf derotion. added he, and that is Neuftn 
. Scnora del Pilar : it is at Saragofla, ta a cha- 
pel on. a pillw of marble, where our lady 
bold* die babe Jefus in faer^wou. It i* pre- 
tended* that the virgin i^pcaied on this lame 
pillar to St. Janei i and the image ia bete 
worOiipped with g^cat icTCreDce. It cannot 
be well obfencd, beeaale it fiaadi To high, 
tnd in a wr| dark i^acet lb diat without the 
lambeau; it conld not be term at alL Uete 
arc limwft fifty laaipt bnrsing ; geld and pn- 
man ftonea flunt here on all fides ; and tke 
pi^Bii com bcre ia great ftoals. Bat yet* 
frjt he, I ni^ iraly bjy ]n ravonr of San- 
gofli^ that it is oaa of the fineft towns yoa 
can fee J it is fituated along the Ebie i« a vaft 
iKid, and ia adorned with gicat bwldingi, 
.jrich churchesi a ftately bridge, fine open 
.,|laces» and the mpfl charnung women in the 
-VOildt who knre French, and will omit no- 
fbiag to oblige you to fpeak well of them, if you 
pal* by there." ** I told him^ 1 had already 
beard feveial things fpoken of then to (heir 
ceafmetd^atioB : but, continiKd (, this coun- 
try is very barKO, and the foldieis can hardly 
fi^ifift ia it." ** la cffea. replied hcj whether 
tbo 
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^ air be bad, or that they want neceilkries, 
. the Flemnings and Gcnnani cannot live 
there 1 and if they do not die there, it u be- 
caufe tbej run awajr. The Spaniards and 
Neapolitan* are more prone than thtjr to de- 
fert i thele laft paft through France, to return 
into their country } the otben coaft the Py- 
xeaeea along Langucdoc, and enter Caftile fay 
Nmvane, or Bifcay. , This ia a courTe which 
Ac old Ibldicrs ^1 not to ftcer ; for the neir- 
rtUed oan, they perifli in Catalonia, being 
ftot accdftomed thereto ; and it ii certain, 
Ibcre is no place where war is more trouble- 
Jmnc to the king of Spain: be maintaini bis 
forces here with great charge, and the advan- 
Itgt which the eacoiy gains of him is not 
fmall ; and I very, well knOw they are more 
fenlibk « Madrid for the (mallcft lofs in C*. 
ttlonia, than they would be for the greatefl 
in Flanders or Milan, or cllewbere. But at 
fnfentf cbntimtes he, wc are going to be 
more at our eafe than wc have been, it being 
expcded at court that the peace will be laft- 
ing, becaufe they talk much of a marrtagie 
which will make a new alliance ; and the 
Marquis de Los Balbares, PIcnipocentiary at 
Nimiguen, has received orders to go fpeedily 
to FrMce, to demand of. the king Madcmot- 
fclie 
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fclte <!' drJeatls, thereford it is not doubled but 
the AiarHage \vill be c'ontluded ;.biit it is 
thought -very rtrangC Dort Jobtt 6f Au^fli 

■ Ihdurd confent fO this ttatiUgi."' '* Vou will 
do hie a Angular plc^fure, (fald I, interrupt- 
ing hini) if yoii woufd inform me of fome 
particularities touching this prince : it is na- 
tural to have a curiofiiy in relation to pcrfdns 
of bis character ; and when we come I'hto 
a court where we have liifver beeA before, 
we fliould have Tome p^^vious notice,' thkt We 

- may not appear novices." He anTwereS 
tnC) it would be a great fatisfa^tion to bim, if 
he could relate any thing that would pleatb 
me } and he began thus : 

** Yoii w HI not, perhaps madafti, thtnfe "it 
^mifs, that 1 begin kt the original of things, 
and tell you, that this prince was fon of one 
of the iineft women in Spain, named Maria 
Calderonna ; file was an a£trcfs, and the Duke 
de Medina de las Torres, became defperately ■ 
in love with her : this 'cavalier had fo nlany 
advantages above others, ihat Calderonna 
loved him no lefs than flie was beloved by 
him. In the heat of thi^s intrigue, Philip the 
Fourth faw her, and preferred her to One of 
the Queen's maids of honor, but the Queen 
was fo grieved at this change of the King, 
whom 
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whom QtcT dearly loved, and* had i Ton hy, 
that the retit^d' from the wdrld, and betook 
Berfeli* tdloa del -Cclfas' RealcS,' Wht>e Oie 
paf ,oA iVi hub's habit'. ' As ibr CaWeronna, 
Iter ihclinatioh lying wholly towifd^ tbeDukc 
de Medina,' the woutd itot 'heiiheA ' td t1ie 
King^ without the Dukie would thereto con- 
fent : Ihe fpoke to him of it> and ofi^red to 
Wittiilra* fecrctly where be Would s but" the 
.^LLke'fcariiig to ihciirthe Kfng's' difplhifafe, 
'anfweVcd" iieV, th^ hfe WSS rcfolved to jic!a 
tip'to Kis'Ai'aji^ft^ a'tftiftllTe'W'hich ht *as li^t 
In a Capiicity to c6ntend fdr. She made him 
'a thoufand r'ep'roach^ for' this ; fhe called 
him traitof fe) His Tove, ufigrateful towards 
iiis^ mifttefe" «Acl' mtoreiiver told Wm, that . 
Itiough he't^a's'tl) ha[(py;' as that ht; toutd dlf- 
p61c of his ii^art 4s hirf [Jleaftd, vel flie Ctoi^ 
wot do tiicYaJnc ; tn5 thirefore ite rtiuftVot^r 
tinue to viAt her, or prepare to fee her dS? 
with defpair. The Duke afteiled with' 'Co 
great a palTion, pt-omifeiJ to feign a journey 
to And^alouria,' and to remainnMih her hid in 
a clofel : he efFc<5)ually parted ftOih the court, 
and afler^ards (hut himiflf vp (as it wiis.' 
agreed) whatever rirque he ran by fo frtiprw- 
dent a conduct. The King in the mean time 
fras very atnoWus, and remained very well 
Satisfied i 

.......C.x,gIo 



86 LETTERS 

fittisfied : fhe bad, during thit, Ooo Join 
d' Auftria, Kod the rercmbl«nce he had with 
the Duke de Mi^dina de ]»a Torres, had made' 
it be thought that he was bis Ion ^ but though 
the King had other children, and pantculariy 
the fiilhop of Malaga^ good fortune decided 
in hia favofj and be haa been only adtnow- 
ledged. 

** Don John's friends fay, that it was ^ 
ceaibn of the exchange which lud been mide 
of the Ton of Calderonoa, for the loo (^ 
Queen Elizabeth } and bete is tbe rcafiui why 
they fet forth this change, wtilch is a Aory 
made on purpofe to impow oa the world, an4 
which I believe hat no gromd of truth. 
They pretend, the King being deipecatcly iA 
Jove with this aftiels, Ibe became ptegnant 
at tbe fame time as the Q!>^b > '"d leeiog 
the King*! paffion waa ta greatly towards her, 
that Ihe might expeA any thing; flie fb oc- 
dered it, that flie made him proroifc her^ that 
if the Queen had a fon, and Jhe like»tfe, he 
fliould pM ber's in his place: • What wit) 
you lofe by thisj Sir ? laid flie, will it not be 
your f'>n that will ftill retgn^ only wi^h this 
diSerence, that lovii'g me, as you fay you 
do, you will lore him alto ihe better.' She 
bad wit, and tbe King could deny her no- 
thing} 
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thing I he conloitol, ud is effcd tbe bufi- 
nefi wu nutnaged with that iddrefi, that tbe 
QtKCn being brought to bed of a fiui, and 
Calderonna of another; tbe exchange waa 
made. He that ftwuld hare reigned, and 
^o bore the Dame of Baltaoar, died at tbe 
age of fourteen ytnn : the King waa tiA4, it 
wai with orer*heatiag hitnfclf at tenni* j but 
Ae tmtb ia, ibia prioee waa ftifl«rcd to kc^ 
bad companjr, wbicb procwed him bit mb- 
fcrttmca t it is feid ^kewifr. that Z>on Pedro 
d' Arragon, bk gorcmoii and chief gewle» 
' nan of hit chamber, more eoatributed 10 
Cbii than anjr other, fuffertng Mm Hfr bring 
ioto his apartment a woman be loved i after 
diia be waa taken with a violcat fever, and 
cooeealcd the occafton : the phyficiana who 
weie igneraBt of it, thought lo eafe him bjr 
frequent Ueedings, which put an end to what 
ftrcngth he bad i and by thia means they 
coded his life. The King i^nowtng but too 
late, what bad ha(>peiied, baniihcJ Don Pedro 
for not hiadeiing ibii cxcefs, or for not having 
timely difcovered it. 

** In the mean time, Don John ef Auftria, 
who waa brought up the natural fon, 
cfaang'd not his condition, though this ought 
to have been, -bad be been indeed the lawfol 
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46o i ytt Dotwitbtlmiidisg tfaU, hit creatttrn 
affinn, he fb aa&\y rcfeinblet Q: Elisabeth, 
that Ike aeeia no other pidure of her likenef*. 
And thi* opinion faiU not of gaining credit 
mth the people, who run violently afur mo* 
vcltiss, uid who To paffionateJy loved ibia 
great Que«i» that they bewail her ftil), m if ' 
flie wai but now deccafed. It is true, that. if 
Don John of Auftria would make his adw^ 
tage «f the favooble dtfpofitiona of the peo- 
f^ hehas net with io'eal opportunities of 
«ttfindiilg his- ^c tin* Tery farj hue tiii only 
wm is to lervc the Ki:>g, and to keep his fub- 
jtStt, in -thole (entianexits of fidelity they ought 
.to haye for him. , . 

,*' To teturn .to Caldsronna : Ofle day the 
King furpHfed ^ht Diik«tde.Medina With her, 
«nd in the escc& of hisrage, be ran to him 
with hit poiMard in hia band; he was 'about 
to kill him, when this woman pi ;iced herfclf 
between thciri, tilling him, hemighiflnkeher 
if he would. Having ibc moft extream paffion 
for her, he could not but pardon him, con- 
tenting himfelfonly with banilhing him: But 
underftandlng (he continued to lore him, and 
write to hin, the King fludied only how to get 
a new paJfion ; when he had one Arong enough 
BOt to i^>pi«bead the cbamu of Caideionna, 
he 
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he teat Word to her to ietitt into a monaftery^ 
as is cuAomary «hen ihe King forCabes his 
nifticfc. She put it tiotofF, vrricing a letter 
to the Cuke to bnt him adieu : And Cbe re- 
ceived the veil of' a nun Trom the hand of thfe 
•poftolK nuncio,, who bfecame lince Innocent 
X. It 19 very likely the King believed Don 
John was his real Ton, feeing he loved him itt 
dearly : One thing: will appear to you very 
fingulin-, which i9\ that a King of Spain har* 
ing natural fons owned by him^ they never 
vntcr Madrid during his life: SoDonJohft 
was brought up at Ocanna, which is fomfc 
le^ues diflant from it. The King, his father, 
came often thither, and he made him come 
tvva to the gates of the town, where he vrerd 
to meet him. This ciiftom comtia from that 
»f the grandees of Spain difpsting the rank 
Which tbefe prl«oe» wotUd hold, Don JohnV 
before h e went iiito Cdtalonia, remaiaad com- 
monly at BuM'RetEro, frhicfa is t i«ya4 feat 
Kt oifti «f tht ftrtbeft'pai-ti of- Madrid, a Hctle 
mthout the gatei'Mid<i)M>(SlwWl hhtifelf f* ' 
)tt(Te<''thM'h|ti^Hi tle^ itett ai dttylpAblic 
(Halt 6aThf^ibtit4t<i$tHtildiKKit\^ -..but fitvtil, 
CtmA hiva <:^K^i'tina''M9>fenuflt5^ntlk 

ftnadfffawDihotajm. ■'. - ; . • 
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Wfailft the Qipeca iiui* Ann .c^ Aiifiria, 
fifter to the Emperor, and the King's motbcr, 
governed Spain, and her £>n mu nM jrct of 
age to hold the reins of the ftate, ihe would 
have always Don John keep Iron the court j 
and moreover, found hericif fa capable of go^ 
veroing, that {he had a mind to eafe her too 
for a long time, of the burden of ruling. &x 
was not troubled to fee him ignorant of iriiat- 
ever might give a defire of reigning : but 
though {be took the greateft prscautions, to 
hinder him from perceiving he was under too 
Arid a tutelage, and fufiering no perfons (o 
come near htm, but thoie {he was well alTured 
of; yet this hindered not but fome of the 
-King's faithful lenrants hazarded themfelve*, 
by giving him to underfland what he might 
do for his liberty. He followed the advic« 
that was given him } and in line, having t^en 
meafurea accwdinglf , he ftole away one n^jhtf 
and went to Buen Retiro. He as fooo fent 
{romtlKnce an order to the Qyeen hii,owtber, 
BOC to ftir out of the palace. 
** Don John is of » middle Ibtare, well 
' ihi^, Uack and lively., eyes, and a aiol^ 
JBinly countenance. He is polite, generous, 
«Hi rvy brave He i» ignonut of nothing 
befitting 
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befitting bi« birtb, being veil vcrfed 10 tB 
im and fcicncei. He writei and fpealcs rery 
well live luiguaget, and Hoderftand* yet mwe. 
He has for a long time ftudied judicial ^10- 
iitgf' There is no inAruuent which he can- 
not make, 4nd aCt with the beft maScn. He 
works on all kind of mechanictt makes arms, 
and punts finely. He took a great pleaTure 
in the mathematics; bat being charged with 
the government of the ftate, he has beea 
obliged to lay afide all other employmenct. 

' '* He came to Buen Rctiro in the beginning 
of the year 1677, and at foon as he was tbcrCi 
be feat the Queen-mother to Toledo, becaule 
(he had declared agxinft him, and hindered 
bii return to the King. Don John had an 
ntrcam joy in receiving from the King's own 
band an order lo take care of every thing, and 
to manage the affairs of the kingdom : and it 
was not without Dccafion he difchai^ed the bur- 
den of governmeatonbim, feeing he then was 
Ignorant of the art of reigning. It was nHedged 
for a leaSoa of his flow edncatioB, that the King 
Ui father was dying when be gave htm life : 
that when be came into the world, they were 
fain to put him in a box of cotton, being b 
Under and Ibiall, that he could Mt be 
fwaddled : diat h« w» (umight «p in <he 
vms, 
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arms, and on the koee* of the UAici of tbk 
palace, till he was -ten yoars t^tt, without 
patting hn foot once atl this while on the 
ground (o walk : 4h»t in the fequel the C^ieen 
his tnocher, who Was engaged by all the ties 
of natural duty to preferre this only heir of 
the Spanifh branch, fearing to lofe him,- dared 
not let him ftudy, left by too great an appli- 
cation he fliouM lofe his health, which, in fnEt 
was very unfound : and it was obfcrved, that 
the great number of women, with whooi the 
King always was, and who too fharply nrpre- 
hended him for his faults which he committed, 
had inTpired him with fuch a great averfion to 
them, that ai footi as ever he had notice a tady 
flayed for him in any place he was to pafs, he 
ftole another way, or kept himfelf Qiitt up aH 
day in his chamber. The Marchionefi de 
Luz Veles, who was his govemefs, told me, 
fhe waited for an oppc^lunity full fix months 
CD fpeak with him, and when chance had 
hrou^bt them unavoidably to him, he took 
her ' petitfatl out of hec hand, hut turned 
hi9 head another- Way, for fear he (hould fee 
her: His- health isfince fa inorcnfed, that 
hiv marriage with the Arch-dutcheft, the Em- 
peror's daughter; having been broke off by 
Don 5okA, by rcafoB that it was the Qacen- 
mother's 
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mother's prajed, he hka defircd to marry 
MademoiftUe d'Orleass. The circumAances 
of the peace wbidi aie lately concluded at 
Nimiguen, made him cafi Jiis eyei towards 
this princefs, with whoTe nccelleat qmlitiieG, 
madacn, you are better acquaiottd than I. It 
is hsrd to believe,^h2t having dirpofitiODs fo 
l^r from gallaatry, he ihould become To fud- 
denly and wfaemently in love with the Queen, 
as be became only on the rehear&l of her 
good qualities, and at the j^ht of her pi£)ure 
in miniature, whk^ was Shewed him. He 
never lets it go out sf bit tupd -, he always holds 
. it to bis heart ; he dialogues with it fo prettily, 
as aftonilbes all the courtiers j for be Ipnics a 
language he never fyake bcfoic, hia p^ffion 
for the princefs furnilhcs tiim with a tho.u^d 
thoughts, which he dares not ctiticuft any bedy 
with. MetbiofcsnoJiody ma^cs halleeno»igh[ 
and therefore fends freib couriers every day to 
carry bis billet-doux, and to bring back ocxs 
of ber. 

" When you come to Madrid, added be* 
you will hear, madam, feveraj puiticitUcs which 
have Kttbout doubt happened fiitce I' wm 
there, and which will perhaps more (atisfy 
your curidiiy than :%hat I have relaled w 
jfou." '* I am wry much «J)ilig«d to you, 
anfwcred 
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tnfweced I, for yoar civilitici} but do me 
the favor to oblige me Artfaer, in giving me 
the true ch*ta£tet of tbe Spaniards :- you know 
them, and I an peiiiiadcd nothing has efcaped 
your eiu|uirict { at you fpeak to me without 
paSon and intneft* I may reckon myfelf lure 
Of what you uU ok." " Why believe you, 
madanii replied be, finiling, that I ihall fpeak 
to you more fincetely than another t There 
are reafon*~ which nuy render ne fufpeded : 
they are my maflcra t I muft - manage them s 
and if I be not politic enou^ to do it, tbe 
vexjuioo of being eooftrdoed to obey them, 
would tempt me to entertain notioo> in their. 
reljpeA contrary to tnidi." ^ Ifowever it be, 
fud I, interrupting him, pray tell me wbaC 
you know of them." 

■* The Spaniards, fttd be, have always paflcd 
for fierce and glorious : - diit love of glory ia 
mixed witii gravity ; and diey carry it fo fiu*, 
that one may call it an exttsvagant pride : 
they are brave, without being ralh t yet they 
are accufed of not being daring enough; they 
are choleric, re v e n geful, without Ihowing any 
tranrport; liberal without oftentation, fobcr 
in their diet, very prefumpniotu in profperity, 
MO rampant in adveiiity : they idtdiztS women, 
ihcy WK fo prepoffiAcd in their fivor, that 
they 
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0Ktf A«r BO Jilfarction in the choice qf their 
«!««•: tb^ «c pttient to exccTi, obftinatci 
Mle. fiagoUr, philofiiphRt : uid u to the reft, 
ami of honor keeping their wofds, though it 
coft them their Hn», They hive > great deal 
«f wit and wvadtf} eafily comprehend, ex- 
plnn dtemfelrat with facility, and in fev 
wwds ( they are prudent, jealout without 
Meafure, dUinterefled, bad oeeonomifta, dole, 
fi^rilitioutf 'ftrong catholics, at leaft in ap- 
pearance : they are good poeti, and write 
Teiiei with great facility. They would-be 
capableof nobler acquifittoni in fcience, would 
they Vouchiafe to apply themfclvet thereuk 

They have a greatnefi of foul, elevated mt^ 
eooftancy, a natural ferioufnefs, and a refpeft 
hr ladies, as is not feen clfewfaere : they have 
a let behavior, fnll of aScOation, intCHEicaied 
with their own merit, hardly ever in thia par- 
ticular doing right to that of othen. Tbrir 
bravery confifti in ftanding valiantly on the 
defenlive part, without giving ground, and 
without dreading danger; but they love not ' 
to feek it, which proceeds from tbnr great , 
judgment : they difeem danger, and avoid it. 
Tlieir greateft defcA, in my opinion, is the 
ptfion of revenge} and the means ihcy uft 
ftr tlm : their nuxinu hereapoit are ablblutely 
oppolitc 
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oppofite to Cbrifti^nfj^ uid hondr :- wbeA they 
have reotived An alFrviu, ^cymyke him be 
afla^nated who ha^ offered It. Tiiejr are not 
conunied with tim i for tbey caure them to 
be aflaffintfed likewife whom tbey have lof^ 
Seniei, in the Apprebenfion of being pttf^ 
vented, knowing well, (hat tf they do hbt 
kill, they flull bf killed tbtvofelvQ;. They 
pretmd to jttflify ithemfelvea heieifl, wbeii- they 
lay, th^t (heif .eniamy hav.iajs taken the iirA 
> kdvamt^ie, they ought to iccure chetnTeluca of 
thelecond: th^t llxpuld they &il herein, tfiey 
would wrong theif tcputfttkm : that' you ra)uft 
not.fight qwith a man that has iofuked over 
you, but put yourMf in a condition to punilh 
)uai, .wtt^ut Tuaniii^ lulf tbe ^dfrngers. It ia 
tctK, 'ttot :i«p.*aity aMtboriiies this.coodudi 
for .the privilege (^ «hiaKties .aqil coRMtita in 
jSpaiQ, is. to gv^e in jaiTtiwdiretreat to ctlmi- 
-flatei and a* nqaf.as they.c^MH they commit 
4hrfe villanlet har<), I^ a 'f>n4\uary, fo have 
(the ls6 way to an ahw,; »«bic}i .ytju ice ofteo 
^tnbcKed by a yjllain, wiftH-his pcAiard^ reck- 
ing in ibis hvni» >aad befoteaic)] wtb >he blood 
.«f thc-miir4er jwhi^ he im comviitt^. 

■" A» to.»hyir p^fopS', ;tihe)t:9rp very IwD, 

iflloFt, fine [fiiap^, comely, h^d, good f^ca^ 

-£ite eyes, .weU-iet t«iit)i> jrvjlpw.at>d ,(j»){kifh 

complexion ; 
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complexion ; they will hare one walk floffly, 
commend big legs, and a little foot, fhoes 
without heels, parting the hair on both fides, 
being ftrait cut, and kept behind their ears 
with a great two-handtd hat, an habit always 
black, inftead of a fbict, taiFaty fleeves, or 
black tabby, a fword of a flrange length, with 
a black freize cloalc over all this, very firait 
breeches, haoging fleevcs, and a poniard. 
All this mufi fo disfigure a man, let him be 
-ever fo well Ihaped otherwife, that they feem 
to aifedt a garb the moft difagreeable ; and 
one's eyes cannot wiOi any complacency ac- 
cuftom themfelves to this fight." 

Don Frederic would have continued on his 
^ifcourfe, and J had fo much pleafure in hear- 
ing him, that I would not have Interrupted 
him ; but he broke off himfelf, having ob- 
ferved that the play was at an end, and confi- 
dering, that we were to fet out early the next 
morning, he thought I might be defirous of 
retiring j he therefoi^,' with the other gentle- 
men, wiflied me a good night. I rofe very 
foon next morning, becaufe it was a long 
journey to Birbiefca, where we intended to 
Jie. We followed the river to avoid the 
mauntains, and paQed at Ofon, a great river, 
which falls into the £bre. We afterward* 
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entered into fo oarrow a way, that our litters 
could fcarce pafi : we sfcended along a ver^ 
narrow coaft to Pancorro, whofe a&le I Taw 
ftanding on a raifed ground, not hr diflant : 
we traverfed a large plajn ; and this was s 
novelty to us, to ft;e an even country : this 
-place is furroundcd with fevcral mountains, 
which fecm linked together as a chain, and 
efpecially thofe of Oeca : we muft -again paft 
OVCT a liale ri?er, before we can come to 
Bifbielca. This is only a borough, which 
has'notbing remarkable but its college, and 
Ibme few pleafant gardens along the wafer. 
But I may fay,' we came thither in worfe 
weather than any we have had yet : I was fo 
tired, that as fbon as I arrived I went to bed : 
fo that I faw not Don Fernand de Toledo, 
and the other gentlemen, till the next day, 
at Caftel de Pcones. But I Ihould tell you 
how one is ferved in thefe inns, they being all 
alike: when you come into one of them, 
wearied and fatigued, roafied by the heat of 
the fun, or frozen by the fnaws (for there is 
feldcm any temperament between -thefe two 
extremes,) you ice neiiher pot on the Are, 
nor plates wa&ed : you enter into the {table, 
and from thence to your chamber ; this Aable 
i^ generally full of mules and muletle^rs, who 
make 
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make afe of their mules fa<ldlefl for pillovs in 
the flight, uid in the day-tiim they km 
them for tables : they eat very friendly with 
thcif mules, and are very good company to- 
gether. 

The ftair-cafe by which you go up is very 
firait, and does rather rcTemUe a forry Udder: 
La Sennora de la Cafa receives you whh her 
gown tucked up, and her dangling fleevca ; 
ihc takes time to put on her'Sunday deaths, 
vrhilft you get out of your litter : and 0ie 
never omits this j for they are all very poor 
and vatii-glorious. You are (hewed a cham- 
ber, whofc wails are white enough, hung with 
a thoufand little fcurvy pt(^ures of faints ; the 
beds are without curtains, the covertures of 
cotton, the {beets as large as napkins, and the 
napkins like pocket-handkerchiefs ; and you 
muft be in fome confiderable town to find 
four or five of them ; for in other places there 
are none, no more than there arc foiiis : they 
bave only a cup in the houfe; and if the 
mule-drivers get firft hold of tc, which com- 
monly happens, if they pleafe, (for they are 
fenred with more rcfpeA than thofe whom 
they bring) you muft Hay patiently till they 
have done with it, or drink out of an earthern 
pitcher. It is impoffible to warm one's felf at the 
F z kitchco 
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kitchen fire, without being choaked,' for they 
have no chimnies, and it is the fame m all the 
boufes on the road j there is an hole made ia 
the top of the cicling, and the fmoke goes out 
from thence ; the fire is in the middle of the 
kitchen : ^hey put what you would have 
roafted, on tiles, and when it is well done oq 
one ftdc, they turn the other: when it is 
grofs meat, they {^Ulix it to a luring, and fo 
let it hang on the fire, and turn it with (heif 
hands; fo that the fmoke makes it To black, 
that it would turn one's flomach to took on 

I think there cannot be a better reprefcnta- 
tion of hell than thefe foit of kitchens, and 
the perfons in them j for not to fpeak of this 
' horrible fmoke, which blinds and choaks one, 
there are a dozen men, and as jnany women, 
blacker than devils, naOy and (Unking like - 
fwine, and clad like beggars. There are 
always fomc of them impudently grating on a 
forry guitar, and finging like a cat roafiing. 
The women have ail of them their hair about 
their ears, and you would take them for Bed- 
lamites 'i they have glais necklaces, which 
hang twifled about their necks like ropes of 
onions, but however, ferve to cover the nafll- 
nefs of theit Ikin. They are as great thieves 

M 
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Matty that arc in prifon, and they are urgent 
to fcrvc you only to have an opportanity of 
ilealing fomethtng from you, though it be but 
a pin. 

Before all things, the miftrefs of the houfe 
brings you her little children, who are bare- 
headed in the midfl of winter, though but of 
« day old 1 Ihe makes (hem touch your cloaths^ 
flie rube their eyes with them, their cheeks^ 
throat, and hands. This fecms as if one was 
become a relick, and could heal all difeafes- 
Thefe cereBionie» being over, you are afked, 
if you will eat. any thing; and though at 
mtdntght, you muftfcnd to tbe.butchery, the 
marlcet, the tavern, the bakers ; in fine, to 
all parts of the town, to gather wherewith to 
malce aforry meal. Tor though the mutton 
here be very tender, their way of frying it 
with oil, is not to every one's reiifli. Here 
are great Qo re of partridges, and ihofevery 
large> they arc nofvery fat, bot dry; and to 
m^ke them .drier, they roaft them to a coal. 
The pigeons here are excellent j and -in feve- 
n\ places here: is good fifltj erpecially BelTu- 
golics, which have the tafte of a trout, and of 
which they make pafties, which would be. 
good, were they not ftuflfcd with garlic, fafFroii 
and pepper. Their bread is white enough* 
F 3 and 
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and fweet, that one would think it wu nadm 

up with fugar ; but it is ill wrought, and (or 

. little baked, that it is as heavy as kad in the 
ftomach : it has the fliape of a flat cake,, and 
iv not mudi thicker than one's finger. The 
wine is good, and fruits in theii feafba, efpe~ 

' cially grapes, which are very Urge> and of 
delrcate tafle'. You may reckon yourfelf cer- 
tain of a good defert. You have fallads here 
of fuch good lettuce, that the world cannot 
afford better. 

Do not think, dear cctuftn, it is fuffictciil 
to fay^ go- fetch fueh things, to have then | 
for not very feldom you can meet wHb any 
thing : but fuppofing you find what yott would 
have, you muft give out your money before- 
hand : fothat your meat is piid for before yott 
have begun to cit it } Tor the maflcr of th* 
inn is only allowed to lodge yon : they alledg* 
for » rcafan, that it it oot jnfl one perfos onljr 
fliould go away with all the profit from trar' 
vtlleis, it being better the money flionld be 
difperfcd. 

You enter not any inn to dine, but carry 
your pravifitui with you, and flop at the bank 
of fome tivsr, wbete the nule-driTerg. feed 
their ttiulesi and tbia 'a mtb oata ocbaricy, 
or chopt flravr, which they carry with them 
in 

-'-C.x,gk' 



r R o M SPAIN. 103 

jn great facks ; for as to hay they givt them 
none. It ii not allowed a woman to tarry 
above two days in an inn on the road, unlefi 
Sk can offer good reafeos. And here is 
enough in relation to inns, and the manner of 
yonr treatment therein. 

After fupper, thefc gentlemen played at 
ombre, and I not being ffrong enough to play 
againft them, I went fharcs with Don Ii'rederic 
deCardonne; and Don Fernand drew near 
the Jire>lidc to me; he told me, " He could 
have wifhcd my time would permit me to pafa 
by Valladolidi that it is the moft pleafant 
town of Old CadtDe, it having been for a 
long time the maitAon of ibe Kings of Spam ; 
«nd that they have a palace there fit for them. 
That as to him, he had relatioins thare that 
would be infinitely pleafed to enCertaiii me ; 
and would Qiew me the Dominicans church, 
which the Duktft of Lerma have (bunded i 
that it was very Aately, and the portal of 
Angular beauty, by means of the Ag'ure-s ttnd 
cmbo&d work, which eniich' it : that in the 
college of the fame convent, the Freneh fee 
there, with great fatisfa^ion, all the waits fuU 
cf ilower-de-lucec it being faid, thit a Biftop 
who depended on the King of France, hald 
been at the charge o( [>aiiiting then." He 
F 4 addcdj 
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added} " They would have carried me to the 
nuns of St. Claire, tolhew me the choir of 
their cfiurch, and the tomb of a Caftillian 
knight, from whence, it is faid, there ilTues 
out accrnts and groans every time any of his 
family are near their deaths." I fmiled at this, 
as being doubtful of the truth of fuch kind cf 
relations: " You give not credit to what I 
fay, continued he, neither would I engage for 
the truth of it, though all the country there- 

. abouts are fo fully perfuaded of it, that ywi 
would be fufpe^cd for an heretic fhould you 
queftion it. But it is certain there is a hell in 
Arragon, in s fmall town called Villilla, on 
the £bre, which is about fifty foot compafs, 
ind it happens fometimea to found of ilfelF, 
it not being perceivable to be agitated bjr any 
winds or earthquakes : in a word, by no 
vifible thing. It firft tolls, and afterwards, 
at intervals, rings out, as well in the day at 
the night : when it is heard, it is not doubted 
liut it denounces fome fad accident : which is 
what happened in 1601, on Thurfday the 
thirteenth of June, to Saturday the fifteenth' 
of the fame mouth) it ceafed then to ring, 

.but it began again on Corpus Chrilli, whea 

they were on the point of making the procef- 

£6n.' It was heard likewifc when Alpbonfus 

the 
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ike Fifth, King of Arragon, went into Italy 
to take polTellion of the kingdom of Naples. 
It was heard at the death of Charles the Fifth. 
It denoted the departure of Don Seballian, 
King of Portugal, for Afric. The extremity 
of King Philip the Second : and the deceale 
of his lall wife Queen Ann." " You would 
have me to believe you, Don Fern and, faid I, 
perhaps I Iball feem too obftinate in {landing 
out all ihis whtlcj but you will agree there 
are matters that one may lawfully doubt of." 
*' Nay, madam, replied he,, with a pleafdnt 
air, I teU you nothing but what I can have a 
thoufand wicnefTes tojuflifyi but perhaps youi 
will fooner believe Don Efteve de Carvajal, 
in a thing, as extra ordinary in his country," 
Heat the fame tim« called to him, demand- 
ing of him, " Whether it were not true,, that 
Nereis in the convent of Carvdoa, a clock, 
which fail» not to i>ing every time that a nun 
is to die ; fo that the time is known to a day}" 
Pon Efleve confirmed what Don Fernand 
£ud : and though I remained not abfolutely 
convinced, yet I made a fhew as if I was. 

** You pafs fo quickly through Old Caf- 

tiilr, continued Don Fernand, Chat you wilt 

not have time to fee whu is mofl remarkable : 

the pi^ure of the bleflcd Virgin is talked of 

F 5 fat 
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fat tLod ntatt which wat foand miraculoufljr 
lUmpcd on a rockj it bcl(»igs ts the nuns 
Aagufitncs d' Avila, and fevcra) perfom go 
there out o( devotion; but otic hu no leA 
curioft^ to fet ceitain mines of fait, which 
are near dierc, in a village called Mengravillc; 
yoa ddJtcnd above two hundred fteps under 
grooail} aad then eater into a vaft cavern, 
fwmed by nztuie, wii<ifc top, or roo^ i» up- 
hdfi only 1^ one pUlac of cryftaline fait, of 
aHonifliing largcnsls and color. Near thi» 
place, in the town of Sorta, you fee a great 
bridge without a river, and a great river with- 
out a bridge, the river being forced out of its 
place by an earthquake. 

" But if you go asiar as Medina del Campo, 
Added he, I am fure the inhabitants will give 
you a welcome entrance, only becaufe you 
aie of the Fiench nation, whom they mucb 
affed, to diftingui& themfe)ves hereby from 
their f^niiments of the other CaAillians : their 
town is fo privileged, (hat the King of Spain 
has not the power to create any officer*, nor 
the Pope to confer benefices : this right bsM 
longs to the townfmen, and they often fall 
together by the ean, ia the choofiiig of tbei* 
au^ftratet and ecclefi)t$cs> 

« Om 



...Google 



F R O M S P A I N. , 107 

" One of the rarities of this cootiWy is the 
■queduA of Segovia, which it five leagues in 
length ; it has above two hundred arches of 
extraordinary height, tbongh in feveral places 
there are two ftanding one on another ; and it 
is all built on free ftone, there having been 
jio nrwrtar, or any cemant to join them : this 
is looked on as one of the Roman works, or 
at leaft as worthy to be fo. The river, which 
is at the end of the town, furrounds the caftle, 
and feives it for a ditch ; it is built on a rock. 
Among' feveral things remarkable, you fee 
the effigies of the Kings of Spain, who have 
reigned for feveral years : and there is no 
town but Segovia and Seville, where money 
is coined, and the pieces of eight which are 
made at the former places are held to be the 
beft; and this is by means of the fiver whicb 
turns certain' mills that ftamp the mqney> 
Here are iikewife mofl curious walks along a 
meadow planted with elm trees, whofe leaves 
. are fo thick and large, that the greateA heats 
of the fun cannot pierce them." " I wanf 
not cutiofityj-faid I to him, for all things 
which deferve it ; hut I at prefent want time 
to lee them : however, I (hould be veiy glad - 
to arrive timely at Burgos, to vietv the town." 
** Wluch it to fay, madams replied Don 
Fernand, 
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Fernani], that, we muft lofe your company, 

and let you retire." 

He gave notice thereof to the other gentle- 
men, who gave over their pUy, and we 
feparated. 

I rofe this morning before day ; and I end 
this letter at Burgos, where I am now arrived : 
Thus, dear coufin, I fliall fend you nothing 
of this day, hut ihall take the firft opportunity 
to acquaint you with what befaJs me. 

From Burgos, 
Feb. 27. Yours. 



LETTER IV. 

WE could fenfibly perceive in arriving 
at Burgos, that this town is colder 
than any of thofe we Jiave palTcd ; -and it is 
likewife faid, you have none oCthofe exceSive 
heats which are intolerable in other .parts of 
Spain : the town ftands where you defcend 
the mountain, and reaches to the plain as far 
as the river, which wafbes the foot of the 
wall : the ftreets are very ftrait aod even : the 
caftle 
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caftle ii not large, but very flrong,' and is 
feen on the top of the mountain : a little lower 
is the triumphant arch of Fernando Gonfales, 
which the curious do much admire. This 
town was the firft that was conquered from 
the Moors ; and the ICings of Spain have long 
refided here ; it is the capital of Old CaQilte ; 
it holds the Arft rank^ in the two ftates of the 
two Caflilles, although Toledo difputes it 
with her : you fee her fine buildings ; and 
Velafco''R palace is very Qately. Here are in 
all the broad (Ireets and fpacious places, foun- 
tains, with flatues, ibme of which are good 
pieces; but the fined fight is tbe cathedral, 
which is fo large, that mals is performed in 
five different places of it, without any diftur- 
bance to each other: the architcflure is To 
exquifitcly wrought, that it may pafs among 
the Gothic buildings for a mafter-picce of art : 
and this is fo much the more remarkable, in 
that they build very badly in Spain ; in fome 
places this is fo through poverty, and in others 
for want of ftone,and lime: I am told, that 
CYen at Madrid, you fee houfes of earth, and 
the fineft are made with brick, cemented with 
the fame, for want of lime. To pafs from 
, the town to the fuburbs of Bega, you go over 
three ftone bridges ; the gate which anfwers 
that 
■ L., ..u...C.uuglc 
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that of Santa Marij, ftanda, high, witb the 
image of the Virgin upon it ; this fuburb con- 
-uins ibe greateft part of the convents and 
hofpitalsj there ia a great one fouDde^ by 
Philip the Second, to receive the pilgrima 
which go to St. Jama, and which eatertans 
them for a day. The abbey of Milte Florea, 
whofe builtUng is very ftately, is not far dif- 
tant. You ice here in this fnburb (cveial 
gardciK which are watered with fountains and 
pleafant fprings j the river Icrvcs for a channet : 
and you find in a large parlc inck>fed wtcb 
Wills, pleafant wallcs at all times of the year. 
I wouM have fecn the crucifix in the Au- 
guftiae* convent; it is placed in' ^chapel of 
the cloifter, large and dark enough, fo that 
you could hardly dilcern it, were it not for 
the lamps, v^ich are continually burning, 
there are above an hundred j fome are of gold, 
and others of filver, of fo extraordinary a Hze^ 
that they covct alt the vault of this chapel : 
dKtc are lixty filvir candlefticks of a length,, 
exoeeduig tiie talhtft man, and fo heavy, that 
two nien cannot lift them : they itand o» the 
groand, on both fides of the altar } thofe 
which ixe upon it are of mafly gold : you fee 
benveen tbem two croflea <^ the fame, let out 
'With precious ftoDOj and crowBs hanging 
over 



TROM ■ S P A I N. lU 

over the altar, attorned With pearls and i'lz- 
taotiis of great luftre : the chapel is hung 
with tapoftry, wrought with goM ; it is fo 
larden with rich gifts, that there is hardly 
room to put them in, To that part are kept 
jn the treaftiry. 

The hoty crucifix flands on the altar, near - 
the natural flze, it Is corcreil with three car- 
tains one on another, all embroidered with 
pearls and diamonds : when they open them, 
which is not done withoiit great ceremony, 
and for pcrlbni of quality, feveral bells are 
rung, every one fall on their knees ; and it 
muft be granted, that this place and light 
firikes One with an awful regard : the cruci- 
fix is of carved work, an<} cannot be better 
made ; its carnatkin h very natural ; it is co-> 
vered from (he breafb to Ihe feet with « 
£nc linen, in Ibveral folds cr plMls» which 
makes it look like a loofe jericin, and in my 
opinion is not very agreeable. 

It is conmon^f faid, that Nicodemus mafc 
dris erucifer, but thoJe who- ii« for nmking 
overy thing miraculous, will infiA that \t was 
1l«oughtdov« from heaven, they know not 
how not when. I w-ss' told, artain monks 
of ibis town had once ftole it, and ccmveyed 
it away i t^M it t«olt a eeoTSni'ent time to 
£iv* 
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give them the flip, and was found the next 
morning in the chapel, in its ufual place:, 
thefe honeft people being enraged, that it 
Ihould fervs them fuch a' trick, nuiftered up 
their forces, .and violently laid hands on it a 
fecond time, but to as little purpoTe ; for it 
would by no ineans Hay with them : however, 
it woeIcs mitscles, and this is one of the chief 
ob^eds of devotion in Spain ; the religious 
tell you, it fweats every Friday. 

I was going into my inn, when, we Ckvr the- 
Sieur de Cardonne's valet de cambre, running. 
as faft as he could after us ; he was booted,, 
and three friars hailing after him : I w-as oytp 
laQi in my judgment, for I could not but 
think he had ftole fismetbing in this rich cha- 
pel, and was taken in the fa^ ; but his maf- 
ter, wJio was- with me, on my asking, of him- 
what put him on fuch fullfpeed, told nje that 
he went into the cbapel of the holy crucifix 
with his fpurs on, and the friars had kept him 
in cuAody, to get money of him,, but that 
he was goUea out ot their clutches, and theyt 
were now upon the hunt for him. They 
make it a forfeit, as is cutlomary, for a man 
to go with fpurs into thefe holy places. 

The town is not v-ery great ; It is adorned 

with a. Ipacious. building ^ here are high. pil» 

Tars 
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lars which bear up very fine lodgings. The 
butl-fcafls arc kept here, for the people are 
much delighted .'with this fort of diver- 
fion. There is alfo a very well-built bridge, 
long and large, and the river which pafTea 
under it bathes a meadow, on the bank of 
which you fee a great number of trees, that 
form a moft delightful walk. Trade was for- ' 
merly very confiderable, but is of late much, 
diminished, The beft Caflillian is here fpoken, 
and the men are naturally foldierff, fb that 
whbn the King has need of them, he finds a 
great number, and better men Uiaa elfe- 
where. 

After fupper our tiompany fet to play, aa 
before : Don Sancho Sasniento was for yield- 
ing his place to any one, pretending it was 
big right toentertiun me this evening. I knew 
he had lately returned from Sicily, and afked 
him whether he had been one of thofe who 
had helped to chaftife thofe rebellious people i 
*' Alas ! madam, faid he, the Marquis de los 
. Navas was fufficient to punifh them beyond 
what their crime dcferved. I was at Naples, 
and dcfigned to pafs into Flanders, where I. 
have relations of the fame name. The Mar- 
quis de los Veles, Vice-Roy of Naples, en- 
gaged me to leavf my firft proje61, and em- 
bark 
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bark mylelf with the Mvquia dt loe tJiVaSf 
whom the KjDg Tent into Sicily : we fet Tail 
in two veSeh of Majorca, and arrived at Mcf- 
fina the lixth <tf Jannary, Having fenc no 
notice of liH coning, and nobody expet^ing 
it, be waa twt leceived with the honors paid 
cotnmoiily to the Vice-Roys : but. in truth, 
hii iritcntions were fo cruel againft ihcfe poor 
people, that hit entrance fliould hare been 
made in tears. 

*' Scarcely was he arrind, but he confined 
the two fheriA in prifbn, named Vicenzo 
Zufib, and Don Diego : he put Spaniard* ia 
their places ; be rigoroully abolilhed the col- 
lege of Knjghts of the Star, and began to exe- 
cute the Aiders which Gonzoga bad long re- 
ccited, and which be had eluded through fa- 
vor m- weaknefs. He iomtdiatriy publiflied 
an order, by which the King changed all the 
faena of governmenc c^ MelKna, deprived tbe 
town of its revenues, forbad i» bearing for 
^e future the gloiious title of Exemplarjt, 
diSblved the fenate, and put into the place of 
fix fherilF*, fix officers, two of which Ihould 
be Spaniards ; that thcfe officers fhouM not 
for the time to come appear in puUic with 
their formalities ; that they fhould rto more be 
preceded b; drums and trumpets, ride no 
more 
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tnoie together in a coach with four borfes, as 
they foiaiefly did ; tbM they Ihould bencefor- 
wardficonaplaia b^nchjlbauldbayeno more 
inccnfo oficred them id the churdica } to ga 
cloMhed after the Spankh ta&uoa i flioul4 
aflcoBble on piiUi« a£ura in a cbaoibef of lb* 
Vkc^Roy's f»(lace ; and Go b»ve do longer 
any juri(dt£tioa ob tbe champioD country, 

^ Every one was (eized with ffich confler" 
natioe, ai if be bad been tb^ncler-finick j btil 
their fof row was mach iacfeafed <hi the fiftlx 
of tbc fame month, when the Camp Mailer 
Generar went to the toVB-hoqfe, and feiaed 
all their chiiters, and original copies of their 
prmleges, and caufed them to be bsrnt pab* 
lidy by ^e banda of the eomtaon faaugmatt. 
The Prince de Condro was afeerwardf appre* 
headedyta the griief of bit famify, but par- 
^ubrly the Prioccfs Eleaera, hi> Mcr, wbofe 
tears vtie not ihcd alone : thi) Princefs ia not 
d<n^ eighteen > her beauty and wit are mira- 
culoin, v4iich aAonith thoie about her." 
DoK Sancho feemed greatly *£t&ed at the; 
mnsmbcince of diii Princefs, and I pbinfy' 
perceived pity had not all the fbire in what be 
ftid } Itet' he eootisticd oa hi» difcowfc to nw 
ofMefiDfc 

« The 
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" The Vice-Roy, added he, pubiiftwd an 
Order, by which al) the citizens were enjoined^ 
nnder the penalty of ten years imprifonmenr, 
and five thoufand crowns fine, to bring- their 
arms into his palace. He at the fame time 
caufed the great bell in the town-boufe to be 
' taken down^ and bedten to pieces in their 
ilght : he ordered all the bells in the cathe- 
dral to be melted, to make a ftatue of the 
King of Spain, And the Prince of Condro'si 
children were taken into cuftody : bsf'their 
fear increafed, whtn the Vice-Roy videtel 
Don Vicenzo Zuflo's head to be cut off- ■Thi* 
Example of feverity ahinned all the people^ 
and what appeared moft terrible, was^ tbac 
in the late troubles, -fomc families of MeS" 
nois having withdrawn themletves into fcTetal 
parts, the Marquis dc' Liche, the rSpahiflt 
ambaflador at Rome, - 'actvifed tbem,i as' a. 
friend, to return into thtir own country, 
aflTiiring them that all was quiet, and that a 
general pardon was already pubiifhed ; and foe 
their greater affurance, gave tkem paflports^ 
Thefe poor people (who had not taJieir upi 
ftrma, and not being oF the number of re- 
v<^terB, knowing thdr innocehcy, could never 
imagine they fbould have been treated, as cri- 
minals^ 
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tninals) returned to Meffina ; where they had ■ 
<caccdy lajided, but the joy they had of feeing 
themfelvea in their native counti'y, and in the 
midft of their friends, was (adiy diJhirbed ; 
ihey wtre fei^d on, and the next morning 
without any humanity, or regard to fex of 
age, by the Vice-Roy's order, all hanged. 
He afterivarda lent to demolilh the great tower 
of Palermo; and the principal citizens of it, 
remondratkig againA theexceffiveimpuficions 
on corn, fillcs, and otber cotnioodlttes^ the 
Marquis de lo» Navas fent them all to the 
^allies, without being moved by ifae tears of 
their wives, and the need fo many poor chil- - 
^ren might have of their fathers. 

" I muft acknowledge, continued Don 
Sancho, that my nature js io averfe to the 
rigors every day exercifed on thefe poor peo- 
ple, that I could not for all the world remain 
any longer at Me^a. The Marquis de los 
I^avas was fur fending to Madrid to inform 
the Kiog of what he lyd done. I intreated 
him to charge me with his commiffion ; and 
in efka he confented, and gave me his letters, 
which I have delivered to the King at Ma- 
drid ; and at the fame time my intercelTtons 
for the Prince de Condro : and I prefume my 
good offices will not beffhollyafelefstohlm," 
" I am 
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*( I am perCuaded, faid I to him, this was the 
principal motive of your journey : I am no 
bufy body, but metbmks you are greatly con- 
cerned for the intereft of this family." *' It 
is true, madam, continued he, the ii^uftice 
done this unfbrmn«e Prince doea fenfiUy af- 
feSt me." •• Were he not brother to the 
Frincefs Eknora, faid I to him, perhaps you 
would not Ca much lay it to heart. But no 
more of this ; I perceive this fememtvanoe 
afflii^s you. Pray let me ratiier hear/rom you 
what is moft remarkable in your ct^ntry.^' 
-" Ah I madam, cried he, you nowinfult me, 
for you muft certainly know that Galicia is 
fo poor and mean a country, that there is no' 
room for bragging ; not but that the town 
of St. James de Compollelfa is confideraUe 
enough : it is the capital of the proviBce, and 
fcarce one in Spain that is fuperior to it in 
riches and greatnefs : its Archbiflioprick ii, 
worth fevenly thoufand crowns a year, and 
the chapter has as much } it ftands in an 
agreeable plain, furrounded with little hills of 
moderate height ; and it lecms as if nature 
had placed them there to defend the town from 
tbofe deadly bla& which arife from other 
mountains. Here is an univcrfity, fine palaces, 
fiately chur<Aes> public ptacesi and an b<tf- 
pital. 
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fitiU OIK of the moft confulefable and bcft 
fervcd in Europe, It cooHfts of two coures 
of extrsK>f<liiMry gnataeCt, with fountains in 
xhe middle. Several knights of St. JamcB 
live in thifl tovn, and the metropolis, which 
is dedicated to this faint, keeps his body : it 
iiextreamftiUely,«id prodigiouflyrich. They 
{iretcsd you may hear a kind of clattering at 
his tomb, as if arms were ftruck one againft 
another; and tbif noife is only heard when. 
the Spaoiards ve to undergo any great lols. 
. His figure is reprefented on the altar, and the 
pilgrims three times kifs it, and put their bats' 
on his head ; for this Js the chief part of the 
ceremony : tbey have alio another very fingu- 
laroce, they afcend the top of the cfaurcb, 
which is covered with great flat fidnes ; in 
this place (lands a crofs of iron^ whereon the 
pilgrims are ever . faftening fbme rag or fcrap 
of what they wear : they pafs under this crofs 
by fo fmall a palTage, that they are forced to 
crawl on their bclltea ta get through it, fo 
that thofe who are not flender are in danger 
of buiHing. And there have been £bmc ib 
ridiculous and fuperftitious, that^ becauTe 
they omitted doing this, have abfolutely re- 
turned back again ; for you fee here pilgrims 
«f all oations. Here is a French chapel, of 
which 
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-w^ich great care is taken ; it is faid the Kings 
of France have been always great bencfa^ors 
to it. The church which is under ground ia 
belter than that above, there are flatcly tombs, 
and epitaphs of great antiquity, which exer- 
cife the wits of travellers. The archiepifcopal 
palace is a vaft pile, and its anti<iuity adds to 
its beauty, infiead of dlminilhing it. A gen- 
tleman of my acquaintance, a great feari^hef 
into etymologies, alTured me that the town of 
Compofiella was fo called, becaufe St. James ' 
WHS to fuffer martyrdom in the place where 
he Ihould fee a Har appear at Compoflella, It 
I« true, continued he, that feme pretend tt to 
be fo ; but the people's credulity and fuper- 
ftition carries them further ; for you are (hewn 
at FadroD near Compoflella, an hollow ftone, 
and they pretend this was the little boat in 
which St. James arrived, after he had gone 
through fo many feas in it, and being of ftcne, 
muH have, without a great miracle, funk to 
the bottom." 

" I fuppofe, faid I to him, you believe this 
to be moft true." He fmiled and continued 
his difcourfe : " I cannot but give you the 
defcription of our .militia. They nk called 
together every year in the month of Odober, 
«nd all the ydung men, from the age of fif- 
teen. 
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Kent are obliged to march; for (faoutd it 
faappen that a father, or any other relation 
fliould conceal hii fon or kinrman, and thofe 
who ate officers Ibould come to know it, thC^' 
would condemn him who Has fo <^nded, to 
perpetual imprilbnment. There have beeo' 
fome examples of thi;, but they are very rare ; 
for the pea&nts are fo infinitely pleafed to fee 
tbemfclves armed, and treated as Cavalum f^' 
det NabUt SaldoJts del Rty^ that they would not 
upon any confideration be wanting to Jhew 
thenfelves on this occafion. You -fliall (tX- 
dom fee in an whole raiment any foldier that 
has more Ihirts than that on his back ; and 
the ftufF they wear feems for its coarfeneTs to 
be made of packthread : thnr Ihoes are made 
of cord ; they wear no ftockings, yet every 
man has his peacock, or dunghill-cock's fea- 
tiier ia his cap, which is tied ^p behind, with 
a rag about his neck in form of a ruff; their 
fwords oftentimes hang by their fides tied with 
a bit of cord, and wlihout any fcabbard ; the 
reft of their arms is feldom io better order: 
and in this equipage they march gra?ely to 
Tuy, where is. the general reodcevous, it be- 
ing a frontier town to Portugal, There are 
three places which lie thus, the above-men- 
tioned, Cindud-Rodrigo, and Badajor, but 
Vol. I. G Tuy 
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T.UJ ift tl^: bthi gw4cd, bccauie it it oppe<- 
finVdiinti^, a con&lcr>Ue town belonging 
tp titf KiN&Qf PwCfgcli and which Ins beea 
«iMr«fu]|y fMUficd : fhft^ tiyo tswni are (a 
tff^Ta ^ai (beir.cftnlion will reach each oihcr $ 
j^ if f he PorwgUef^-havp- omitted nothing 
tp^ ^ VajMtia out of danger of being in- 
fiutiodk the Spaniards pretend Tuy is in as 
gc^a cqnAit'iait' to defend itfdf. It Aanii» 
gn.a hHU whoTe Mw,er part is walhed by thfr 
river Minhio : it Has good- ratnpart», ftrang 
wi^s, ^ go^ l^oi^ oi artillery. It is hare, 
Ifi^fWhuetbcfeouil championt bid defiance 
te t^B' King's Qn«i«ies» and in a llrutting bra- 
itcrys docUn* they do not fear them. Per- 
l^psft^wdwitg^f'thi! may. hafipea in time* 
fiK t^>V arefome, tDoqpt foraied hqre, a« JH' 
othor pans of Spdin.. However, this is. 2 
grca^ lofs to ihfl lutigdom^' th^ whola of tfac' 
youth being thw tnken up ; for the lands in 
general Ije qtiJFs^uncultivBted, and on the ftdc 
of St,J;tnfA:4^Compoftell«,yoti would think 
ypM. Uw .*-. vfi\MTiVi& i oa. that of the ocean» 
the ciWPtry t>eii9% heUci and ntore peopled, 
y-ieUf; giW4t prolij^ and- all ^ngs owefEiry 
aixt COnt^ieffti a». .oiaftges^^:l«atQfl«t. and 
pcm^a«iWi^ fq?cral forts of fruiWk »ni«x- 
GfU«nt&(h>^eci<dly,pttehu4*> iBocedelicju* 
,:, i '; . .than 
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fhan thofe which cdoie from Koyan to Bour- 
deaux. 

•* One of the nioft rcmarltable things, in 
tay mind, in this kifigdom, is the town of 
Ooienfc, one part of which always enjoys the 
fweetnefs of the fpring, and the fruits of au- 
tumn, by reaTon of feveral fpcings of boiling 
water, which warm the air by their exhala- 
tions ; whilft the other part of this town fuf^ 
fcrs the fev^erity of the longell winters, {land- 
ing aa it does at the bottom of a very cold 
mountain ; fo that you find in the fpace of 
one only feafon, all thofe which compofe the 
courfe of theyear." 

*' You fay nothing, replied t to him, of 
the marvellous fountain, called Louzano." 
** Who has told you of it, madam," anfwcr- 
ed he. *< Pcrfons that have fecn it," added 
I. " You have been then told, continued 
he, that you find this fountain at the fourcc 
of the river Lours ; which has flux and reflux 
«s the fea, though it be at twenty leagues 
diftance from it i that the greater the heats 
^re, the more water it cafts, that this water 
is fometimes cold as ice, and fometimes as hot 
at if it boiled, there being no natural caufe 
ta be given (or it." ** You tell me parti- 
G 2 culars 

-C.x,gk 
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f ulatrt I wu ignorant of, faid I to htm, an4 
this is doing me a great fleafure, for I waoC 
notcuriofily in relation to things viicptnmaa." 
" I wifli, replied lic^ it wm not fo Ute, I 
would give you an su:cp^n(«f feyeral rari^iii 
in Spain, and which perhaps you would gladly 
leam." " I will leave you for to night, Uii 
] to him, but I hope before we come to Ma- 
drid, we ihall have an opportunity of di&- 
courling of theiD." He very civilly made me 
z promife } Aod the play being ended, we bad 
one anoihv good night. 

When I was going to refl, I was led into 
a gallery full of beds, as you fee in hofpitals : 
I told them tlus was ridiculous, and tbat 
as I wanted only four, I alked them what 
occalion Uiere wac for Slewing me forty, and 
to put me into fuch an open pt^ce to fiarve 
me ? they anfwered that it was the bed pUce is 
the houfe, and I muft take up wjth. it. I 
caufed my bed to be made, when fcarc^ wai 
I laid down, but foinebody knofjced foftly at 
my door ; rny women opened it, arui remain- 
ed much furpriied to fpe the maAer anJ mif- 
trefg followed by a dozen of ill-looking crea- 
tures, and fo cloathed that they were half 
naked. I drew my ctirtain at the ntife they 
inade, and opened my eyei to look upon 
thii 
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ffiis noble company. The miRrels drew 
near to me and told me, ihefe were boneft 
fravellc^, who Wtrt coming into the beds 
which remained empty. " How I lie here t 
faid I, I believe you have lofl your rcnfcs." 
*< I muft have loft them indeed, replied Ibe, 
tftTt I to let fo many beds Hand empty. Ei- 
ther, madnm, you mull pay for them, or thefe 
lioneft gentlemen muft lye in them." I can- 
not CXprefs my rage tO you ; I was iii the 
mind to fend for D. Fernaird and myKnightS} 
irho would have fooner made them pafi 
through the windows than through the doors : 
but I cen&dered this could not be done with- 
out fome diilurbance^ and therefore I came to 
terms, and agreed t0 pay twenty.pence for 
edtch bed'. They are hardly dearer at Fon- 
fainbreau- when' the court is there, Thefe 
iHulfiious Doni, or, to fpeak more proper. 
Tatterdemalions, who had the infqicnce to 
Come into my room, immediately withdrew* 
hsving made me fcverat profound reve- 
rences. 

ThetKxt morning I thought I fliould have 
burft myfelf with laughter, though it was at 
my own coft, vhen I difcovercd my hoftefs'a 
trick to ruin m; : for you mull know in the 
firft place, that tbefe pi etendtd Uavellci* were 
3 C-.oogfr" 
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their neighbours, and that tbe^ arc accultom- 
td to this flratagem when they lee ilrangers; 
hue when I would have reckoned th^ beds to 
pay for them, they were relied all together in 
the midll of the gallery j there were a num- 
ber of bags of ftraw pulled out, which were 
hardly |;ood enough t» entertain dogj, yet 2 
was obliged to pay twenty-pence for each of 
them ; however, four piftoks ended our dif- 
pute. I wap ;iot capable cf putting my/elf 
in 3 paffiopt fuch ilnguJarity I foujid in this 
m^nagefntpt. I ibould Bot havt tecounted 
this little accident tp you, did it not Icrve to 
give you {om iofight into the humor pf tbia 
astion. 

We fet out from BurgOs very late, the road 
Wis lb bad, and there had fell in the night 
Tuch » great quantity of rain, ttuU I flopped 
Acre at long as I could* ia expe^tJoa of its 
ceafiPii; i 9t]st& I cane to a refolution, and 
afcendcd my Jitter, I had not got far from 
tite t9wn before I rsp^fed, of my leaving tt i 
no track could be feen, efpecialJy on a very ' 
high ftcep mountain* pv^r which we n^ift 
itecelTarily p;^f>> One of our tnnl^drivefsti 
^bo wcfit ^fore, ^ruck too far on the odg*. 
oi ihM mountaja, fa that he fell wUh bis 
[»nleinttiX>a4^ prwipke* vhere^brokc 
w fall 
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hit bead and disjotatoi his arm } he being (he 
famous Philip de St. Baftian, the ihoft \<aKt\^ 
'gene of all his profellion, and who eommonly 
carrits perTons of quality to Madrid, he was 
therefore much^ bemoaned ; and we remained 
fome time before we could get bitti out- fVook 
the place where he had fallen. Don Fernand 
was (o compaffionate as to let him have hia 
iitter. The night catae ipeedilf on us, and 
wt might have comfotted enilclres, coold wfc 
have returned to Burgos, but it was impoSi- 
Ue, the ways Wei« oa leb covered with fnoW 
on that fide» than «11 tbfl r^ } fo tfaat we put 
io^t Madrigalcfco, which had not above )i 
dtoeh hou As, arfd I may by we Were belbgetl 
witKonhliVing any cnenndK,' Tilis adv<entujFe 
gave m-tottti A<(hirt»Aofr, - tfreiigh we hod 
4>nmgkt ffMrifioAt; Mfitlt tj6 for, feveraUiiyt. 
The fa«ll boift oF lite tS#fl Vrks half unbo- 
-vered ; and I was fcarce Io#ged there, when 
4 venerable old man aflafid fir (M, oh the part 
sf a lady who was juft'tfrived '. he paid Me 
«««Qp)>ilieM, and told flnhti Was inforlMd 
tftat this was the only phte >Miere- there wbs 
any ttJemble entertainment' V and thcreftJl-e 
ifltrcated me to (pare her foiAe room< He 
bddcd, Ote was a perfon of quality «f Anda- 
G 4 lufia. 
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lufisi was l«e)y a widow, and that be had 
the honor to belong to her. 

One of our kntghis, named Don Eftcre 6t 
■ Cafvajal^ who is of the fame country^ failed 
not to demand her name of the old gentle- 
man : he told him &t was the Marcliioneft 
de los Rios. At the mention of this name 
lie turned towanli me, and fpokc to me of 
her aa of a perfon whole merit and for- 
etime, were very confidcrablc. I readily ac- 
cepted of thif good company ; £be immedi- 
ately came in her litter, out of which Qa had 
not dcfccnded, having found no houje where 
{he could aUde. 

Her drefs feemed to me very Angular ; 
had Que not beeti To very handfome, fhe 
:couJd never have appeared ia any degree tole- 
rable : her gown and petticoat were of black 
.ferge, and over them a kind of linen liirplicr, 
whith reached down lower than her kneea j 
the fleeves wefe long, and ftrait in the arm*, 
. which hung over her hands : this furplice waa 
faftcned to her gown, and being oot platted 
behind, it feemed like a bib : the wore on her 
head a piece of muflin, which covered her 
face, and one would have uken it for a nun's 
bood i this covered her oeck and reached dowa 
very 

.......C.x,gIo. 
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very low. There appeared no bair upon her 
head, it being all bid under this mullia : 
flic wore a great mantle of black taftty, 
which covered her heels, and over this man- 
tle flic had an hat, whofe brim< were very 
large, fallened under her chin with fillcen 
iwift, I was toi'd they wear thia^ only when- 
they travel, 

Thh is the bafiit of tKe widow; and duen> 
nas, a drefs which' is- inlupportable to aif 
fight; and were I'to meet'witb a woman in 
the night thus cloalhed,.r might be fiartled 
without reproacH-j yet tH* Udy was very 
beautiful in this unfeemly drefs. They nevn 
leave it unlefs- they marry ; ' and they are 
obliged' to bewail th^ death of an hufband, 
whom they ceold'not eflduR when living. 

I was in'fonned ihey paA the lirft year of 
tbeir moorning ina chamber hung with black, 
wherein there is not' the leaft glimmering of 
diy-iight to be fcen ; (hey fct crofs-legged on 
alittle Hblland- qnilr. When this year i» 
ended',, they retire into a chamber hung with 
grey : they mulV have neither pidurds, look- 
ing-glaffcs, cabinets, line tables, plate, nor 
laaR they have any diamonds, or wear any 
colors : however modeft they are, they muft 
Bve fo retired, that ic muft fcem as though 

°* Cou/'" 
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jh^r foul was already in the ether woft<t. 
This conflraint is the qaufe that feveral la» 
A'm \rhoai'e wealthy, aod efpccially in rich 
hguihold goods, toarry ag^n to have the &- 
fUf^&fQQvi making; uf<; of them. 

AftcT th« firft <:oinpliinentai I was inrorme<( 
|>y this mournful widow whsre flu was gokig ^ 
file told me that flie bad not for a long tiax 
feep a friend of bar mother's, who was a nua 
%t X'Slhuelgat dc Burgos, which is a famous 
pvansty, wherein there is an hundred and 
iifty nuQ^ oioft of them the daughters of 
FfineeSi .Pukei, and Titulados. She added,, 
that the abbefs is lady of fourccen largs 
towns, find ahove fifty other placesi wherein 
fbe choofes governor) and magiftrates ; that 
Aie is fuperior of ferenteen coDvents ; col- 
late Co fcveral benefices^ and difpoles of 
twelvf commanderOiips in favor of whom flw 
pleafes. She likewire told mctfaat fhedefigncd 
tppafs fome time in this moflaftery : " Caa 
you, madam, /aid I to her, accullom yourfcif 
to fp retired: a life as is thjt of a convent i" 
" It will he no hard matter, aofwered fl)e« 
tor I believe 1 fc; fewer people ■at my own 
houfe than 1 thail fee there } and in effe^ 
tbefe nuns have liberty enough : they are 
ci»nm(inly the baRdlboufl young women of 
thi 
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the femijjr who ire there ; tbefe entw there 
fo young, that th«y Iciww not what th^ are 
made to le»»e, nor whit they aiWIertake at 
the a^ of (ix 6f'feveti, and' it may be hootr^ 
Th^ are caitftd to ■malft voi»s, when it "li 
often the (attlti: or motheri of rome near rc!ai. 
tioo, who pronounces thrtfl vows for thcod^ 
While th# little- factifice is- pleafing hcrfrff 
with fugap- pluttibs, and' iia them drefij hee- 
In what raahner ihey will :; yet the bargatn, 
holds, there is no unifying tt ■ howeverj thcj; 
luve every thing which, can- be' expend itL 
their condition. 

" There are at Madrid feme whom thejt 
tall the ladies of St. ^mes : they are properljr 
canonnefles^ who malce their trials like tfati 
knights of this order ; they bear like theoii 
B fword, made ia form of a crofs, embroi- 
dered with crimfbn Hlk.; they have them oik 
tiieir fcBpukries and great cloaks, which a^e- 
wbite ; the hoofc of thefc ladies ii very flately ;; 
alt who- come to viCt them -enter without any- 
difficulty} theif apartments arc very fine, anct 
tqually as well furnrflied as if they were at 
brgc in <he world } they enjoy great penfions^ 
and each' of them hai three or foor women to- 
wait on them. It is true, they never ftic 
etttj nor lee their nesirtft relations^ hat 
thiougbi 
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through fevenl gnitet. This perhaps would 
look horrid in another country, but in Spain 
they are accuftomed to confinement. 

*' There are conventa vrfiere the nuns fee 
mon cavaliers than the women who lire at 
large, neither are they left gallant j tt is im- 
poffible for any to have more gaiety than they, 
and, as I have already told you, madamj hue 
are more beauties than are fcen abroad ; but it . 
muftbe granted, there arcfcveral among ihcm 
who arc deeply Icofible at their having been fo 
foon facriiiced; they think of the plcafurcswhick 
they have never tailed, as the only ones which 
cao make this life happy. They pafs thcir'a 
in a condition wortby of companion, always 
telling you, they arc there by force | and 
(hat the vows they are made to repeat at the 
age of live or iix years arc to be regarded like 
children's plays." 

*' M^daoij {did I to her, it would have 
been a great pity, had your relations dcfigned 
you for fuch a life } and one may judge, in 
beholding you, that all the beautiful Spanifh 
ladies are not nuns-" " Alas 1 madam, faid 
Ibe, (fetching a deep Ugh) I know ttot what 
I would be I it fcenu I am of a very odd hu- 
mor, not to be ccmtented with my fortune : 
bat one has ibmetimcs uneafinefles which are 
unaccountable 
H..„u ..Google 
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- anaccottntable to realbn." In ending theffc 
w6rds, Che fixed ber eyes to the ground, and 
fell into fuch a deep fit of mufing, that I , 
could eafily perceive Ibmcthing extraordinary 
difturbcd her. 

'Whatever euttofity I had to iaOvt the Tub* 
}c£t, we had been fo little together, . that! 
xiarcd not dcfire to be ber confident ;- but to 
inw ber from the melaucholy^poll'ure Ihe 
was in, I intreated ber to tell me fome news 
ef'theeouft ef Spaing feeing fee came front 
Madrid, She did what Ibe could to recover 
herfelf, and then told me,. •*■ that there were 
great rejoicings at court on the Queen's birth- 
day : that the King had fent one of the gen-- 
tlcmen of his chamber to Tokdo, to com- 
^iment her from him : yet thefe fine ap- 
pearances hindered not the Marquis de Man- 
fcra, the Queen-mother's M^or Domo, from 
receiving ofdcrs to retire twenty leagues from 
the court, which bald greatly mortified this 
princefs. She' further informed us, that the 
fleet with troops to Galkia was unhappily 
caft away on the coafts of Portugal. That 
tbe little Dutchcb de Terrx Nova, was to 
efpoulc Don Nicolo Pignatetli, Prince de 
Montelcop, her uncle. That the Marquis de 
IfSganez bad refuftd tbe Vice-royalty' of 
Sardagnt, 

L., ..u...C.UOgk 
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Sardagnc, beiag in love with a fin* lady, 
. whom he coutd not find in his h^rt to letv*. 
That Don Cadot de Omodei, Marqtiie d' Al* 
nanazid wai daii|ero«fly ill, at hii dK»p. 
pointment of being admitted a grandw of 
Spain, to which hej^^tenW, having marrie* 
ihe heircft of the houfc, and grandeurlhip of 
Coftle Rodrigue V and thu which moA kn- 
Ktilj affli^d him, wai, that Don Arici de 
Gu&nan, thit lady's firit hufband, had en*- 
joyed tliat hontwi To that he eould not but. 
loojt on the difficulties threwn in- hit way ai. 
a flighting ♦f hifl per&n." " In truth, ma- 
dam, laijl I to her,. I can hirdly csmptebcnd 
bow a maa of kfk£e caa wich^ ftich eagernefi. 
purfue, and be fo gre«% di^fSkd at a difap- 
pointoent of ibisnatuw." "■ Weartotbe*- 
wife affe&sd in Spain, fcpli«d tbc beauttiuk 
widow, uid this inAasce it a^ proof of it."^ 

Don Froderic de Gardone,. wbo greatljt 
intfr^ed bmitil for tbv Duke de Medinii 
Ce^i, ofked li<r ««(icariuiig bim. <^ Tin 
King, laid ftw> baa UcEly made hint prefidcnt 
«f the Iitdies. The Qjieen-motber has wtatM: 
to the ICiiig;^ on the report which, is fpread^ 
that he is about marrying ;^ that the is fuis> 
prized things are already gone fo far, and he 
Jus noc aojiuioted-lxr with them. She add» 
ia 
L., ..u...C.uuglc 
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iabei letter, thatfbe would h»c blm in tbe- 
mean tiaw^ wtulfi all thiags were getting' 
tadf ior riu) ceremony, to make a joumey 
to'Catalonia and Anagpn. Thu Don Jofaa 
pf Auftria fufficieiMly undetfianda the necef- 
fity of ttus» and be pidTcstbe King to. depart^ 
' to cooteot tbcTe people* ia promiftng by oitb^ 
>ccordii% as ii c^il^mary to new Kings, to- 
ffuintaia att their ancieot privtl^es." " Have 
then, aiadaiB, (faid I, interrupting her) 
the .Airagonois asy other privileges thaa 
she Citftillians ?'" *f Vciy particular onei, r«-^ 
plied She, and you being a Granger, I believe 
you will bft williag to let rae inform yoit o£ 
them. - 

*' The daughter ctf Count Jultm, nainedi 
Cava, was one of the noft beautiful kdKa- 
in the world : King Kodngue bccaae ib pa& 
fiooAKly in love with her, that his i^edion» 
knowing 00 bounds, traoTported. him beyond' 
all ncafurcL The bthei, who ivas tfaeo uk 
A&ic^ iofonDcd of the outrage done to bi* 
(Uu(htec, who breathed QothtJ9£ hut revei^j^ 
treated with the Moors, and fuQpUed than 
with the nieana' tO; cater into Spain *, and t» 

* TIiJi bappentd m 714, ttar the biittlc of St. Mailin, 
vrfatnio Don RodriEUE hft bit lift ; othm by he flcH iois 
)>lrt>pl, wddkdio^tMwilMtfMkdVJJiU, . 

makf 
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make there, for fundrf ages, all thofe ravages 
fet forth at large in hiflory. 

*• The Arragonoii were the firft who fiio(^ 
off the yoke of thefe barbarians ; and finding 
no more princes of the race of the Gothifh 
- Kings among them, they agreed to tXtOt. oaej 
and caft their eyes on a lord of the country, 
callett Garci' Ximinez-) but tbey being maf- 
ten, to impofe laws on bim, and finding him- 
felf fufficiently happy that he might rule over 
tfaem under any condition, thefe people, 
therefore confined bim wtthia narrow 
bounds. 

** They agreed, that as foon' as their mo^ 
narch fliouM break through any of their laws; 
he fltouM hnmediatcly forfeit his power, and 
they be- ar full' liberty ta choofV another; 
though he were a Pagan : and to prevent hint 
fl-om violating their' privileges, and to defend 
tbemfelvea againft' Hinir tbey eUabtilhed a 
fovereign m^iftrate, whom they call the 
Juftitia^ whofe office was to obferve the con* 
4uA of the King, die Judges, and the £eo^ 
pie; but the power of a fovereign bdng 
Hcdy to awe a meer particular, in order to 
tflcounge the Juflicia in the execution of his- 
office, they ordered, that he might not fuffn 
cidwi in hiAperim or- goods,. but by a. com* 

r !»*•''* ■ 
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pleat aflcmbly of the flat», which they c^ 
Las Cortesi 

" They morcovef jMtJvWed, That if the 
King IhouM -opprcfs any one of his fijb]e£tr> 
the great zad conliderable men of the kingdom 
might aflemUe themfclves, and hinder his 
receiving any of bis revenues, till the inno- 
cent was acquitted, and re-eflabliflied in bis 
former rights. And to make Gard Ximinea 
timely fcnfiblc of the power this tnan bad over 
him, they fet him on a kind of a throae, and 
made the King to kneel down bare-fceaded 
before htnn, to receive from him his oath of 
lExeping their privileges. This ceremony 
ended, they acknowledged him their fovereign, 
but in as odd as difrefpcdful a manner, for 
infiead of promifing him fidelity and obedience, . 
they fay to him, *' We, who are as good men 
as yourfelf, nuke you our King and Govcr- 
nor» on condition you preferve to us our 
rights and propenies, otherwife we do not 
acknowledge you." 

** The King, Don Pedro, in proceft of time, 
coming to the crown, dilUked this cuftoni, u 
unworthy of the regal ftate ; and it fo greatly 
dilgufled him, that by his authority aod iii> 
treaties, and the offers he made of bellowing 
Ifiyenl Double privii^ea on the-lungdom, he 
procured. 
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procured the i^liflimeDt of tbisy in an aflcin- 
bly of tfae ftates : he got this genera) conleat 
in writing, which was rcprefeate^ to him. 
As foon u he bad the parchmest* he drev 
out his dagger, and pierced his faaod wkh i^ 
faying, ** It was fit a law, which gave fub- 
jeSU th« liberty of choo&ng their rovereign^ 
fliould be effaced with theix fovereign's blood.'" 
His ftatue is ftill fieen in the depu»tion-haU 
«f Saragofla : he holds a dagger in one h«nd» 
and the chatter in the other. The late Kings 
bare nc« been bidi reli^ous obfeiveri of A«r 
privileges as the firft. 

<' But there is a law flill In force^ and whidb - 
is very ilnguUr, and this they call, The Iwr 
of maoifeflation i which is, that. if an Arrai- 
gooois had wrong done him in jadgment^ in 
conligning five bundced crowns, he wmj bring, 
bis caufe beforo the Juftitia, wbo is oUtged^ 
«&cr an cxad inquifition> to ptuufli him who 
baa ffrea a wiong &nteaoe : and if he fai)» 
therein, the opprcfled perfofl may have monrfe 
to the ftates o£ the kingdom, who aScnbls' 
lAd WMunate fire pCffoni of tbeir bod]r,wfaic^ 
is to Uyy of the pdmJ: sobdi^» the ecdcfia£- 
ties, the gentry aad coiamcttalty : dKjr appmot 
three out of the fiift ranki and two from each 
•f the otfaen^ fiat k is oUcrvaUe,^ that thajr 
choo& 
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cboofe the moft ignorant to judge the moft 
able men in the gown, whether to difgrace 
them the more for- their fault, or as they al- 
leilfe. That JBflice IhouJd be To dear, that 
the very ploughnjen, and.thofe who underlland 
the leafl, IhouJd dilcqin it without the help of 
oratory. It is Jikewifc affirnacd, that the 
judge;s tremble when they pronounce a ka- ■ 
ttacSf fearing it fhould turn againft them- 
felves^.to the lols of their lives or eftates, 
fluHild they comtnit the la& huh tbereiD, 
cit)ier 'Wilful]y> or through i/iadvcrtency. It 
were well if this cuftom were obferved in all 
kingdoQu: but this is rather to be iriOted 
than expeSsd. 

" Yet what is no lefs fingulf^r, is, that juftiec 
lemaini always Jovereiga i aod though the 
unjufl judge bepimijiiedlevicrclyfpr his wrong 
4]ecree,'.y«t it fub£fis ia iu full force^ and is 
f«lly executed : if then Any unhappy wretch 
be fentenced to deaths he is not fparcd, thou^ 
bis ianocency be dlfcQvered, and made as clen^ 
as Doen-day, but his judges arc likewife exe- 
vuti before hit face j which, m By mind^ m 
a poor GOnfpUtioh* If. the judge acoufed hu 
juftly penfonned bis.i^cc, tbe plaintJiF leaves 
tbQ five fauodied crowns w^ich be had con* 
figpedi Btt ««« bs to lofc an bundr«d . 
thoulaitdi 
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Choafuicl cioWns of annual revenue, by X&S 
fcntence he complains of, itie fenteate or de*- 
cree remains good, and the Juftitia i) oiily 
condemned to pay hhn likewifc five hundred 
crowns ; the rc{t of thia judge's cftate is for- 
feited to the King : which is, in my opinion, 
anoiher point of injuftice ; for in fine, he 
Ought, above all others, to have recompenc» 
made him, who fulFers by a wrong, fentence; 

<* Thefe fame people have another cuftomj 
to diAinguilh by the paniAment the crime 
committed : for example, a cavalier, who has 
killed another in a iatX (for duelf here are 
firi^y forbid,) he has his- bead^ cut off before; 
and be that has afliUEnated,- has- Mt head cut 
off behind. Thif is* to- dUTinguHbhiiri who 
bat behaved IKe a brave man,' fromhfm thaf 
killV you treacheroulTy. She added, ' 

•*■ Thaf to Q)«afc ia general' of Ae Arra- 
gonois, they- have , a natural pride, which^ 
h hard to be fuppreOcd : but Hkewife to- do-. 
Aem juftice, there are people' of noble 
minds ta be found among'them f infomuch, 
that they are «afily difetrtied frun all the reft- 
oF the King of S]pa<n's fubje^s: that they 
have never wanted great men, from their firft 
King to Ferdinand : that they counted fuch a 
gKK number of them, as would fcarcely be 
believed* 

L., ..u...C.UUgK 
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tielieved. Howevej, it a certain thatlheyhave 
ircBtly reccKnoiended themfelves by their valor 
and condud : ihat as to the r^ft, their country 
\r» fo little fruitful, iljat excepting rume val- 
lies, which were watered bjr chaanek, whofe 
water canw from Jhe Ebrcj the reft was lo 
dry and Tandy, 'that you meet wiiih fcajice any 
thing elie J>ut ftooy aod parched up places : 
that Eiaragofla is a great city, the bouCes finer 
tbaa at Madrid ; the public places adorned 
with arcbes : that the holy ftreet, where the 
courfes nc run, is To long and large, as may 
make it f afs for a gteat and vail (quits, having 
Iftveral. great mens palaces in it; thatofCaf- 
telmorato being one of the pleafanteft ; that 
the vault .of St. Francis's cbiirch w» very 
curious, for being of «xt^oidinary Jar^cnefs, 
yet it is uph^d by ap pillars : {hat ithe c'ltf ia 
not ftcong, but tlie inhpbitanfs Ja ftout, that 
it needed no walls; tbjitjt has never a' foun- 
tain, this being one 0/ its greateft defc^j 
that the Ebre parried 00 boats, the river being 
Oill :^ djiiiieexoua rocks. A' to the reft, tht 
^rcbbilhoprifle was . worth flxty thousand 
crowns a year ,; that .the Vice-royalty brought 
ia no revenue, being ,a place of honour, £c 
only for great men to bear the expence of it, 
to maiataiQ th<»r ranks, and keep the people 
undeTi 

.......C.x,gIo 



siidsr, who are natunlly jitrce and imperious, 
not afiaUe toi ftrangcn ; and fb little dcliroui 
of making acquaintince,- thzt tbey chot>((! 
rather to ftay at home all their life- time, than 
ttir out to procure ffiendflilpi : th^t here is a 
^vsK in^aifitionk who .have! a Aatel^ palace, 
and a moft rigid court of juflice } yet this does 
not hinder great troops of robber?, called Ban- 
doleros, from ravaging, and difpcrfing cheni- 
felves over -all Spain ; who gire no qua:rter to 
travellerB, fnatchtng up fometimes woolen of 
<}usNt7, whom they afterward? fet at ranfom, 
for -their pnents to redeem ; but when they 
are handreme^ they fceep them : and thisis the 
greateft misfortune than can happen to them, 
being forced to fpend- their days with the worft 
<Df men, who keep them in dreadful caves, or 
carry them aloi>g with them on horfebacky 
being fo furioufly je^ous of themr that one 
of their captains having been lately fet upon 
by Icddiers fent Into the mountains to feizron 
hm, being morKilly wounded, and having his 
miftrefe wi^ Mm^ who was of the Marquis de 
Camaraza's family, a grandee of^Spain; when 
flte iaw him in this condition, fhe thougbc 
aniy of making ufe of this favorable oppor- 
tunity of favtng bermf } which he perceiving, 
dying u he wM> he catched bfAi of her hair, 
ami ' 
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ftsd ftnjck his dagger into her btvafl', being 
not willing, Taid he, that another ibould pof- 
Se& a tfcafure which had been fo dear to htm; 
And thi» it whxt himrdf acknovriedged to the 
fbldie» who femad tum, and fiiw this fad 
Ipeflacle.". . 

The b^aiu^l Marchion'trs here held her 
peace;, and I returned her all'duc thanks for 
the favor flu did me, in informing me of-thefe 
cariolities i and of which, perhaps, without 
her, I mig!kt have bcm ignerant all my life. 
<^ I do nqt think, madam^ faid (he to rar, 
you owe roe fuch thanks; I rather fear the 
having deferred reproaches for fo long and 
Dnefome a conver£idon." 

. I would not IcG ber le^e me to eatelft* 
whece i and I obliged her to lie with me, Str 
luwiag no bed. So civH and courteous » 
- inoceMling made her much my friend. She 
. tISuttd me of this in fuch affcdtonate terms, 
tfau I could not doubt of it ; for I muft telt 
you, the Sponilll women ave more careffing 
thaii we, and ate ht more land and tender to 
thoA tb^ piefcfa friendfliip. In line, I t:ou)d 
not forbear tdttng her, ** That if flu bad all 
tbe kindlier- for me flie made profoflion*, fhe 
mnft be fo eomplaifuit, R> infonn mc what 
pude bei ftem fo flKlaacbtrfy i That I had- 
beud 

.....A-.ooglo 
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liearil ber fetch deep figtu in the ni^t, ind 
appeared very reftlefs and dirconfolate ; that if 
Ibc could find any comfort in fluring fan grief 
with me, I oftered my ftiv'ux to her* a« a 
mofl faithfiiil friend." Sfae embraced me with 
great afiefiion, and told me, without delay, 
*' Shewould tmmediattly fatisfy my curiofity j" 
which Ihe did in tbefe terms ; 

** SeeiDg you are defirous to know tne, I 
muft, without dirguifmg to you any thing, 
aclcnowledge my weakncfa to you : and by 
my fmcerity and open-hcartedners, dcrerve a 
curiofity as obliging at your't. 

^* 1 corns not of fuch a family as may 
claim nobility ; my father's name was Davilat 
he was only a banker, but he was }n good 
credit, and was moderately wealthy : we arc of 
Seville, the capital of Andalufia, and we have 
ever dwelt there. My mother knew the 
world, flie faw many people of -quality, and 
having no children but me, (he took great 
care of my education : it did not appear ill- 
beftpwed on mej for I had the good fortune 
to get the good-will of moft that faw me. 

** We had two neighbours who came trften 

to our houfe, who were very welcome both to 

my fother and mother: their condition and 

age were in no fort alike j one was the 

Marquis 

■ .,.....C.x,gIo 
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Marquia dc Los Rios, a perron wealtli; and 
noble i he was a widower, and well advanced 
- in years : the other was the Ton of a great 
merchant, who traded to the Indies ; be wa» 
young and handlbme, he had wit, and reiy 
gracernl behavior j his name was Mendes. 
He was not tong before he fell paffionateljr in 
love with me; To that he omitted nothing 
which might pleaTe me, and gain my affec 
tions. 

*( He was in all places where be knew I 
waa to pafs -, he fpent whole night) under my 
windows, to fing verfes which he had com- 
pofed and fetto my praife, which be had very 
well accompanied with his harp. 

** But Iceing his attendancies had not all 
the effeft he expe£ted, and having paft fome 
time in this manner, without daring to men* 
tion his affection to oie, he at length relblved 
to make ufc of the firft opportunity to acquaint 
ne with it, I avoided him ever fince I had a 
convcrfation with one of my friends, who had 
more experience and knowledge of the world 
than I : I had felt, that Mendez's company 
gave me joy, and that my heart had an emo- 
. tion /or him, which it had not for others : 
that when bis affaiis, or our vifits hindered 
him from feeing me, I gtew reftlefs; and 
Vol. L H loving 
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loving this young woman above others, and 
being as dear to tier, fbe obferved I was not 
ib free and gay as formerly, and that my eyet 
yfCK Eometimea attentively fixed on.Mcndez. 
One day when Die rallied with me about it, 
I faid to her very innocently. My dear Hen- 
sietta, define to me the fentiments I have br 
Mendez : I Icnow not whether I ought to be 
afraid of them, and vrhether I ought not to 
defend myfcif from them. I feel 1 know not 
irhat fort of trouble and pleafure arifing in my ' 
breaft. She began to laugh, flie embraced 
me, and faid to me, * My dear, heart, you 
' are jn love.' Who, I in love i replied T, in 
amaze ; you joke with me, I neither am, nor 
vill be in love. * This depends not always 
on U8, continued the, with a more ferious air, 
OUT ftart decide this before our hearts. But 
in earneft, what is it fomuch llartles you? 
Mendez is in a condition equal to your's ; he 
deferve; w^lt, a good comely man ; and if his 
affairs go on with the fame fucccfs as they 
have done hitherto, you may live very happily 
with him.' And whence fhoUld I learn, ap- 
plied I, interrupting her, that he will ba 
happy with me, and that he fo much as thinks 
this i ' O take my word lot it, anfwered 
Ibe, whatever be has done has its views j- 
■ fwr 
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for. men are not wont to pafs nights undet 
windows, and the days m following a pcrfon 
for whom they hai/e nothing but indifferency.* 
" After fome other difcourfe of this nature, 
ibe ^left me, sind I rcfoived> notwitbflanding 
the ftruggles I felt in me, to give Mendcz 
no opportunity of fjKaking to me in pri- 
vate. 

** But one night as I was walking in the 
garden, he came towards me : I waa perplexed 
to fee mylitlf alone with him ; and he had the 
C^portnnity of obferving it on my countenance, 
and in the manner after wiiich I received him; 
This could not divert him from the defign he 
had of entertaining me : * How ha^py am I, 
madam, faid he, to find you alone ! but do I 
call myfelf happy i perhaps I know noj what 
I fay : for it may be you will not receive a 
fecret with which I would entruft you,' I 
am as yet fo young, faid I to him, blufliing, 
that I would advife you to fay nothing to me, 
unlefs. you would have me impart it to my 
companions. * Alas, continued he, Ihould 
I tell you I adore you ; that all my happinefa 
depends on the inclinations you have towards 
me : ^at I cannot live without fome certainty 
that I may one day pleafe you i will you tell 
this to your coippanions I' No, faid I to 
U 2 bim, 

C.x,gk, 
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him, in great perplexity, I would look on this 
confidence as a raillery, and not believing it 
oiyfclf, I would not hazard its being ]6ft to 
be believed by others. * 

** We were interrupted as I ended thefe 
words i and he appeared to me not over con* 
tent with the anfwerl made him; and Tome 
time after be found an opportunity to reproach 
me with it. 

" I could not but give a favorable ear .to 
the inclinations I had towards hint; every 
thing, he told mc, feemed to me to have its 
particular gracefulnefs : and it was no hard 
matter for him to perfuiicle me, that be loved 
jne above all things in the world. In the 
mean time, the Marquis de Los Rios took fuch 
a liking to me, and my perfon and behavior 
ran (o deeply in his thoughts, that he wholly 
applied bimfelf to pleafe me. He was very 
nice and cautious ; be could not refolve with 
himfelf to ovre me wholly to the authority of 
my parents : be welt knew they would receive 
as an honor the intentions he had for me; but 
he was for gaining my confent before he de- 
manded theirs. 

*' In this dcfign he faid all to me he thought 

was like to take with me. I anfwered him, ' 

1 Ihould aliraya think it an indilpen&ble duty 

' t» 
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to obey tny father : yet our ages were fo dif- 
ferent, that I told him, I thought it were 
better that he left off thinkiag of me ; that I 
Ihould have an everlafling acknowledgment 
for the advantageous intentions he had for 
me : and therefore I would efteem him, though 
I could not love him. Having heard what I 
faid, be was fometime without fpeaking, and 
immediately taking up a very generous relblu- 
tion : ^ Lovely Mariana, fays he, you might 
have made me the happieft man in the world; 
and if you were ambitious, I had therewith to 
Jatisfy youj but you rcfulc me, and^delire 
to be another's: I conliMit to itj I love you 
too well to be in fufpence, whether you are 
~ to be fatisficd or I j I therefore wholly lacri- 
fice my happinc& to you, and leave you for 
ever/ In ending thefe words, he left m^ 
and appeared fo afflided, that I could not 
forbear being concerned, 

" Mcndcz arrived foon after, and found 
mc meUncholy : he was fo earneft with me to 
know the caufc, that I could not deny him 
this proof of my complaifance. Any one but 
be would have had a fcnfible obligation at the 
exdufion I came from giving hit rival : but 
&r from leemJng to value it, he told me, 
*• He law In mine eyes the reg^t I had for 
H 3 alsver. 
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« lover, who could place mc in another lore of 
2 rank than he was abl«, and that my pro- 
ceeding was very crael.' In vain I endea- 
vored to make him fenfible of (he injuftice of 
his behavior ; but all I could fay, could not 
hinder him from charging me with inconSancy. 
I reinained Vexed, and furprized at this his 
way of dealing, and was feveral days without 
fpeaking to him. 

. *' He, in £ne, at laft underftood that he 
had no rcftfon to complain ; he came to me, 
begged my pardon, and teftified to me a great 
difpleafure- at his own jealoufy : he cxcufed 
himfelf, as all lovers. do, on tbeitrength.of 
his pajfioa. I had To much wcaknefi as to be 
willing to forget the trouble he had given, me;, 
we made up the matter between us, and he 
continued his addrelTes, 

*( His father haVing underftood the pallioit 
he had for me, thought he could not procure 
lum a more advantageous marnage; he- took 
notice of it to him, and came. afterwards to' 
ny father, to open to him the. propofak riief 
had bean long friends ; he was ^vorablyhraj-dj- 
and they eafily agreed on the matter. 

. " Mendez came to inform me of the netm, 

with fuch trunfports, as would have feemed 

ridiculous to any ether than a-midrtfi. -My 

mother 
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mother ordered me to look kindly on him, 
teliing me, this affair would be advantageous 
to me : and as Toon as the India fleet fliould 
arrive, wherein he was greatly concerned, the 
marriage Qiould be concluded. 

** While matters thus pafled, the Marquis 
de Los Rios had retired to one of his country- 
houfes, where he fcarcely faw any one: he 
led a languilhing lifej he Aill loved me, but 
hindered himfelf from telling me fo, and from 
comforting himfelf by this innocent remedy. 

" In fine, his body could not relift the 
beavinefs of his mind } he fell dangeroully ill, 
and being told by the phyficiaos, that there 
was no hope of his recovery, he plucked up 
his fpirits to write me the moft affeAionate 
letter imaginable, and fent at the fame time 
to me a deed of gift of all his eftate, in cafe ■ 
he died. My mother was in my chamber, 
when' a gentleman prefented this packet front 
him; fhe would know what it contained. 

*' I could not forbear at the fame time 
telling her what had pafTed i and we Were 
both of us in the greateft furprize at the Mar- 
quis's extream generofity. She fent him 
word, that I fliouU go with my family to 
thank him for a liberaHty which I had no 
ways deferved : and in particular, iSie fliarply 
H 4 reprimanded 

........C.x.glo 
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lepriBunded me for having made a myttery of 
s thiog .to her, with which I ought to have 
immediately acquainted her, I threw myk\t 
at her fleet, I exculed myfelf in the bell manner 
J could, and tellified fucb great forrow for 
having difplealed her, that I ealily obtained 
her pardon. Z<eaving mjr diamber> Aie went 
Co my h&eiy and having told him all which 
had paflcd> they refolvcd to go the next morn- 
ing to fee the Marqiiis> and to carry me with 
them. 

*t I acquainted Mendez with this in the 
evening; and the fear I had, left my pdrenU 
fhould, in fine, malce me marry this old man* 
if be chanced to efcape out of. bis fickneft. 
However leafiblc I appealed to him of this, 
he was fb far tranfporicd, and reproached me 
fo greatly with it, that I muft have loved hint 
8s much as I did, not to have broke off with 
him : but he had fucb an afccndant over me, 
though he was of all men the moft unjuft^ 
yet 1 thought him the moft rcafonabic, 

** We were at the Marquis de Los Rios's, 
hii country-houfc was not above two leagues 
from Seville : dying as he was, he received u« 
with fiich joy a; was eafily obfcrvable. My 
father t^ified to him his grief, to fee him in 
fo low a condition, diaoked him for the 
donation 
L., ..u...C.ooglc 



r K o M S ]p A I N. 153 

donatioD be made me^ and aJIiired him, if he 
could iin^ a iair and juft pretence, he would 
break oS* with Mcodez, to whom be bad. 
engaged his word : that fliould this happen, 
be promtfed him folemalyi that I Aould be 
bis. He TQceived this alTurance ia the fame 
manner as if be had received a petfe^ feticity;; 
but be knew well the giief I conceived 
thereat: I became pale» my eyes were co- 
vered with tears ; and whqi we were about 
leaving htm> he defired me to draw nur to 
him ; he told me with a langvilbjog tone : 
* Fear nothing, Mariana, I love you too 
well todirpleafeyou} you fliall have Mendez^ 
feeing your affe£Uons are engaged to him.* 
t anfwered him, 1 had no particular indi- 
ntuioa for him ; but being commanded Vn 
celped him, as a man who was to.be my 
buftiand, I could do no othctwifc j faowevec^ 
I intreated him to be well. 

*' This feemed to roe the leaft fl«p I could 
take towards a ' perfon to whom I had fo great 
obligations. He appeared thereat fufficiently 
iiuiafied, attempting to take my hand and kil«. 
it : * Remember, faid he to me, you enjoin, 
me to live ; and that my life being your work, 
you will be obliged to preferve it,' We^ 
xcturned at night, and the impatient Mender 
H i waited 
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waited for us, to make me nevr reproaches ; 
i took Aem as uAial, as proors of his paffion: 
Md having julttlied myfclf, I aflced bim. 
What news there was of the fleet? * Alas I 
laid he to me, my father has received fuch at 
drires me to defpair: I dare not inform you/ 
Have you any thing -Teparate from me I 
tiii I to him, looking tenderfy'on him : woulil 
you have me to keep nothing from you i * I 
am too happy, replied fie, in that you have 
fuch favorable difpolitions ;. and not being 
able to keep any fecret from you, I mull 
plainly tell you, that the galleon, in which is 
our whole eAate, is fplit and loft, running 
againft a rock. But I Qiould be lefs fenfible, 
how 'greatly foevcr I am intercftedi did I not 
look on the unhappy confequences of this 
lofs : your prcfence will rellore the Marquis 
de Lqs Rios to his health j his fentiments for 
you are known in your family; he is rich, 
and a great man ; lam become miferablej and 
if you forfake me, my dear'MarJana, I fhall 
have no more hope but in fpcedy death.' I 
was pierced with forrow at this fad news : I 
took one of his hands, and doling it with 
mine, I faid to Wm, My dear Mendcz, do 
not think me capable of loving you, and yet 
leaving you, by the iStSts of your good or 
bad 

L., ..u...C.0Ogk' 
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bad Forttine; I cat! heaven to witncfi,' coA- 
tinucd I, provided you love mc, and will be 
faithful to me, that I will never fof fafce you ; 
and let it punHh me if ever I pfave incotl- 
ftant.' 

" He teftified dl the acknowlidgmenfs h« 
owed me for fuch afFe£tionace alTurahCcs, and 
we refolved not to divulge this" accident. 

" I withdrew very melancholy; and fhlit 
myfelf up in my clofet, 'runfi'naHng o/i thft 
confequences of this fad difafler. ' I was ftill 
there* when I heard fomc body knocking 
foftly at the {huctcrs of my window : 2 drew 
near, and faw Mendez by the light of the 
moon: What do you here,' faid I to him, 
at this time of the night ? ' Alas, anfwered 
be, I was trying whether I could fpeak with 
you before I departed : My father has again 
lately received news of the galleon, and will 
have me immediately go where fhe is run a- 
ground, to endeavor to fave fomeching: it-is 
a long way thither, and 1 fhall be a long tinle 
without feeing you. Ah, dear Mariana, dur- 
ing all this time will you be as good as your 
word to me ? may I hope my dear miftrefs 
will be faithful to me ?' What reafoH 
have I given you, MendeK, laid T, interrupt- 
ing him, to doubt it i yes, continued I, I 
wiU 
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will love youi tbe mpft uofoitttoate man i* 

the worW,' 

*' It would be to abufe your patience, 
tQadaoi) to relate tO you all that pafied at tbk 
mournful reparation; and though there ap>> 
pearol no danger, yet our hearts had a fore- 
boding oF whU was ^tecward) to happen to 
us. Tbfi day began to appear^ and we maft 
bid adieu : I law him flied tears, which were 
accompaojed with mi^ 

** Z thifew myfetf on m.f bed, infufing a 
tboufand fad thoughts in my mind; and I 
spp^^d tbe next oiorniog fo oilt of order, 
that my father and mother were afraid that I 
Wa< ^ling into fonje dangerous fit of tick- 
nefst. 

*< Meadez's father came to make them a 
Tilit, to excufe his fon's parting without ulc- 
ing his leave of them. He added, * He had 
a bufiotfs which required fuch balls, as woulji 
not fuScr him a minute's time at his difpofaU' 
As to myfelf, madam, I was coojiforclers, 
being infenfible to every thing. And if any 
thing coidd eafe me, it was fome hours coa- 
vcrfatioQ with my dear Henrietta, with whom 
I freely vented my thoughts touching 4b9 
iong abfence of Meudez^ - 

Zo. 
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** In the mean time, the Marquii de Los 
Rios wu out of danger, and my father went 
often to fee htm: I obfeived oae day great 
alteiationa ia my mother's countenance, fliQ 
and my father having been long Ihut up with 
the good friars, who came to g^ve them a viiit, 
and after a conference of fome time, they called 
me, without my being aj^le to divine the 
caufe. 

** I eatercd into their apartment in fuch 
difordcr, that I knew not what I did. OiM 
of thefe good fathers, venerable by bis age and 
habit, fptake mucb to me about the rdignatioa 
we owe to the divine will, oh bia providence, 
in every thing which relates to us : and th« 
clofe of his difcouiC: was, * That Mendea 
was taken by the Algerines ; that he was a 
Have i and by his misfortunes thefe pirates 
bad learned Uiat be was a rich merchant's Ibai 
which had occalioned the; letting him at an 
extraordioaiy ranfoni; that tivy were at Al- 
giers at the time that he arrived ; and would 
willingly have brought him along with them, 
but the money which they had for all, was 
not fufficicnt for him alone. That at their 
(eturn they had been at his fathrc's to inCorm 
bim of this vexatious dlfafter j but found he 
bad abfented himfclf, that the lo6 of a galleon, 

oa 
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on which was embarked all his effcas, with- 
out being able to lave any thing, had induced 
him to avoid his creditors, who fought bim 
every where, to throw him into prifun. That 
things being ia this condition, they faw no 
lemedy to poor Mendez's isfortunes, being 
in the hands of Meluy.a the moft famous and 
covetous of all the CoriHes} and that if 1 
would follow their -jvice, and that of my 
parents, I w^uid think of taking another 
party. 1 had fo far heard this dreadful news 
in fo ecftatic a condition, that I could only 
interrupt them by fad fighsj but when h« 
told me, -I muft think of another party j I 
burft out into tears and Oirieks, as made 
both my father and mother, and thefe religious 
compaffionaie me. 

■ •" I was carried into my chamber, as one 
- nearer death than life," and Donna Henrietta 
was fcnt for, and it was not without great af- 
fliaion flie beheld me in this fad condition. 
1 fell into a moft deep melancholy ; I tor- 
mented myfelf day and night, and nothing 
was able to remove my dear Mendez out of 
my mind. 

« The Marquis de los Rios, having learnt 

what had paffcd, conceived fuch ftrong hopes, 

that he foon found himfelf in a condition to 

coow 
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•ome and' clmh of my father and me the tffe€t 
of the words ' tre 'had given him. I fhewed 
him th^t 'fflDAe Were not difengaged in rdped 
of Kbndez ; thirhe was unfortunate; which 
no ways leflened my engagements to him. He 
heard me without being perfuaded by me, and 
told me» * I had the fame defire of deftroying 
myfelf as others had of faving themfelvcs j 
that it was more my intereft than his, which 
made him zEt as he did.* And being ravifiied 
with having a pretence which fecmed to him 
plauJlble, he {>reired my father with fuch ear- 
neftnefs, that be at length confentcd to what 
, he deiired. 

" It is impoffibiefor me to reprefent to you, 
nladam, in what an abyfs of forrow I was 
in : What is become, my lord, faid I to 
the Marquis, of that fcrupulous tendcrncfs 
which hindered you from taking my heart 
from any other hand than my own i Let me 
at 1 call have fomc time to forget Mendcz; 
perhaps his abience and misfortunes may pre- 
vail on me to fome indifferency towards him. 
To this cruel accident, which has fnatched 
him fo lately from me, you add new troubles 
when you expcfil fliould fo fpeedily pafs over 
from bim to you. 

« I Itnow 

'- .....Xooylc 
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* I fcnoff not whu I may txpe&iot hope 
far, laid he to m^ but thia I am Hire of. Uia^. 
my complairance had liked to b«ve coft me 
my life ; that If you be not ^eligncd for mv, 
you'will be another's ; and as to Mendez, hu 
fortuDC hai been fucb, that he can no longer - 
pretend to you ; and feeing you mitft be di£- 
pofed of, I think you are, very bafd-hcarted 
to refufe me. You cannot be ignorant of 
what I have done hitherto to pleafe you, my 
former proceeding fhould lerve as a. Difficieat 
tellimony of my future refpeds.* 

** The Marquis made a greater progrefs ia 
my father's mind than miar. Ia a word, mf 
mother having one day Tent forme, told me» 
that it was to no purpofe to ufe any longer 
delays, my father being rcfolred I jQiould obey 
Itis orders. Whatever I could fay to excufe 
myfelf, my tears, my remonllrances, and en- . 
treaties were all to no purpofe,. and. fenced 
only te exafperate my mother. 

** All things neceflary were prepared for 
my marriage, the Marquis would have every 
thihg fuitable to his quality ; be fent me a 
cabinet of jewels and precious ftooes, to the 
value of feveral thonfand crowns. The fatsl 
day for our wedding waa fixed, Seeing myfelf 
reduced 

.....A-.ooglo - 
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reduced to this extremity, I took a relblution 
which will furprizeyoUj madam^, and demoa- 
flrate a great paffion, 

' " I went to Donna Henrietta ; this friend 
who htd been ever faithful to me, and threw 
myfelf at her feet, furpri^ng her by fo extra- 
ordinary a carriage: My dear Henrietta, faid 
. I to her, (melting in tears) there is no re- 
medy to my misfortunes, uolefi you have pj^ 
ba me ; do not abandon me, let me conjure 
you in the fad condition 1 am in i to-morrow 
I »uft marry the Marquis de los Rios, I can 
\no longer avoid it. If the offers of friend- 
- Blip you have made me be proof ^infl all 
trial, and can make you capable of a generous 
refolution, you will not refule to follow my 
fortune, and to accompany me to Algiers to 
pay Mendes's rantbm, to r cJc coi him front 
the cruel flavery he is in. You fee me at 
your feet, continued I, I will never rife till 
you have ^ven me your word, to do what I 
dejire you. She feemed fo concerned at my 
pofture, that I arolc to make her anfwer me. 
She immediately embraced me with great tef- 
timonies of tendernefs : * I will lefufe you 
nothing, my dear Mariaaa, faid Ihe to me, 
were it my very life; but you are going to 
-Tuin jrourfelf, and rac with you. How caa 
two 

;,..., ..c.x,gio 
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t*o girls execute what you prbjefi ? Our age, 
our fex, and your beauty, will expofe us to 
acciilents, the bare imagination of which 
makes me to tremble : this is certain, we are 
going to overwhelm oiir Families with fliame 
and confulion ; and if you had ferioufly re- 
fle£led on it, you could not pofllbly have come 
to this refolution.' Ah 1 barbarous I cried I, 
and more barbarous than he that detains my 
lover J you forfake me, but though I am 
alone, yet that Ihall not hinder me from pur- 
fuing my point, neither can the affiftance you 
ihould give Ibnd me in much ftead : remain, 
remain, I confent, it is fit 1 fhciutd depart 
without any comfort to wichftand all dangers t 
I cohfefs fuch an undertaking is fit only fbf 
a deiperate creature. 

" My reproaches and tear* moved Hen- 
rietta : flie told me * My intereft bad obliged 
her as much as her own to fpeak to me as 
&e had done ; but, feeing I perlified in my 
iirft refolution, and that nothing could divert 
me from it, fhe was rerolved I fhould not go 
alone j and faid that if I would be ruled by 
her, we (hould difguife ourfelves, that fte 
would undertake to procure two fuits of men's 
apparel j and as for the reft, fhe would leave 
it entirely to my direaion.' 1 embraced her 
with 
.......Cxglo •- 
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with ' a tboufand tefiimonies of thankful- 
- Btfs. ^ 

I ** I afterwards alked her, whether flie had 
CkiI the jewels which the Marquis had fcnt 
me; I will carry them, faid I to her, to 
purchafe Mender's ranfom with them. We 
leColved not to loie any time, and we neither 
of us failed ' in what we had prc^fted. 

** Never were two maidens better difguifed 
under the habit of two cavaliers. We fet off 
that night, and embarked ourfelves, without 
the leafl obfta^le, but after fome days fait we 
were overulcen by fo violent a ftonn, as made 
ys defpair of our fafety. In all this difordcr 
xnd danger, I was l^s concerned for myfelf,' 
dianfornot having procured my dear Men- 
dez's liberty, and for having engaged Henrietta 
to follow my ill-fortune. It is, faid I, em- 
bracing her, it is I, my dear companion, that 
h» raUed this ftorm i were I not on the fea it 
would-be c^m^ my misfortunes follow me 
lAerever I go. At laft^ having been a day 
and two nights in continual alarms, the 
wither changed, and' we lafely arrived at 
Algiers, 

" i was fo glad to fee myfelf in a condi- 
tion to deliver Mcndez, that I>reckoned all 
theduigeu we.ujiderwent as nothing : but, 
ilasi 
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alas t what became of me in dtfembarktag ! 
when after all the fcarcb which could be made^ 
I peiceived thCFe was iio hope of fiodiog the 
little cabinet wherein I had put all that I had 
moft precifTus : I found tny&tf feized with 
fuch violent grief, that I thought I fliould. 
have expired before I got out of the veflcl. 
Without doubt this cabinet, which was fmali, 
and of which I took but little care during the 
tempeft, Cell into the fea, or was ftole, which 
ever of thefe two it was, I had a cpnfiden^e 
lo&, and I had only retnftiniiig jewels to the 
value of a thoufsnd pounds> which I had 
kept for all events about me. 

** I refolveil with this, to make a trial with 
Mendee's patron. As fbon as we wen in the 
town, we enquired, and foon found bis faoufi^ 
(for Meluza was wcUknownJ and went there 
drcfled as gentlemen. 

** I cannot ezprefi to you, iniidam> the 
trouble I was in on drawing near this boufe^ 
where I ^ knew my dear lover. languiflwd in 
chains ; what fad rcfle^icHis did I not make I 
how did I look when I entered the Codtry's. 
houfe, and faw Meadez chained, with feveral 
others, who were leading out to work iii the 
field, I Ihould have fallen at his ftet, had 
not Henrietta borne me up j I no longer 
knew 
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kneww)i«« I was, nor what I did ; I would 
have fpbken to him, but grief had fo feized 
on my fpirits, that my tongue could not utter 
a word. As -to him, be beheld me not } he 
was fo fad and deprefied, that he could look 
on no one ; and they mull love him as much 
as X did, to know him, fo greatly was he 
changed. 

** After having been fome time coming to 
myfcif, i went into a low room, viherc I was 
tdd Meluza was; I faluted htm, and told 
him theoccaflon of my voyage ; that Mendez 
was my near relation ; that he was undone 
by the loTs of a galleon, and his captivity to- 
gether { and that it was out of my own mo- 
ney that I would pay his ranfom. TheMooi 
appeared to be little Concerned ; it was not 
his bulinefs to enquire whence I had my nio- 
ney ; but this he certainly knew that Mendes 
was rich i Mid to Stew that he would not take 
all advantages, he would therefore fet him at 
twenty thou&nd crowns. 

** Alas ! what would this bare been, had 
J not loft my jewels t but this.was too much 
in the condition I ma in> In fine, afiter fe- 
veral long fmitlefs difputes, I took on me im- 
mediately a refolution which could only be 
infpired by an extreme love, 

• Here 
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*( Here ii a^l X have, faid I to the pirate^ 
giving bim my diamonds, they are not worth 
what thou demanded : tidce me for thy jlave^ 
and be perfuaded choa wilt not Iceep rag long. . 
I am the only daughter of a rich banket at 
Seville; keep me for an hoftage, and let 
Mendez go ; he will fbon return to redeem 
me. The barbarian was furprizcd to lind me 
capable of fo generous and afic^ionate a refo- 
lution. * Thou art worthy, faid he to me, 
of 2 better fortune. Be tt fo ; I accept the 
condition you offer me;. I will take care of 
ibee, and be a good patron to tbcc. Thou 
mull leave the habit thou weareft, to put on 
one agreeable to thy fex : thou flialt keep thy 
jewels if thou wilt, I can as well ftay for the 
whole as for a part. , 

" Donna Henrietta was fo confufcd and 
difmayed at the bargain I had nude, that fbe 
could not fufficiently exprefs her difpleafurc 
to me { but in fine, notwithftanding all her 
remonftranccs and intteaties, I held firm, and 
Meluza caufed a flave's habit to be brought to 
me, which I put on. 

" He conduced me to his wife's chamber, 
lo whom he delivered me, having recounKd 
to her what I had ilone foi my lover's li- 
berty. • ' 

' « She 

L.^ ..u ...Google 
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** She feemed to be much afiefied with it» 
snd promifed Ihe would fliorten the time of 
my fervitudc by all the good treatment fhe 
could make me, 

" At nighCt when Mendtz returned, 
Meluza ordered him to be called, telling him, 
that he being of Seville, would fliew him a 
Have hfc had bought} becaufe perhaps he might 
know her. 

" Immediately I was brought before him ; 
' Mendcz at this fight, lofing all countenance, 
came and caft himfelf at my feet,' and taking 
my bands, which he bathed with his tears, 
he faid every thing which was moll tender and 
affcdionate to roe. 

" Meluza and his wife diverted themlelvea 
in feeing the different motions of joy and 
grief with which we were agitated ; and they 
informed Mendez of the obligations he had to 
me i that he was free, and that I would re- 
main in his place. He did whatever could be 
done to difliiade me from taking this tafk upon 
me : * Alas I laid he to me, you would har« 
me load you with my chains, my dear miflrefs, 
fhall I be free, when you are not f I go then 
to do for you what you come from doing for 
me ; I will fell myfelf and redeem you with 
the money : for in fine^ confider that if I 
Ihould 
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fliould u foon as I arrive at SeWlle, fiodf 
affift^nce and ittarn apUn to bring you back, 
yet how is it poffible for me in the mean time 
to leave you i judge how I can do this at a 
time wherein my fortune promifes me no 
hopes, and am the moft unhappy of all men.' 
I urged againft all his reafons, the tendefnefs 
of my father, who would foon redeem me 
when he knew where I was. In fine, I made 
qfe of all the power I had over his mind, to 
make fats advantage of what I bad done in 
bis favor. 

- ** What (hall I (ay to you, madam, of our 
reparation i It was fo aficding, that words 
cannot exprela what we felt. I obliged Hen- . 
rietta to part with him, to folicit and pitti 
my parents to do th«r part in my behalf. 

*( In the mean time my father and mother 
were in an unconcnvable afflii!iioa, and when 
they perceived my flight, they thought to die 
with grief, 

'* They blamed themfelves infinitely for 
fordng me to marry the Marquis de los Rtos. 
He was for hii part in no Icfs defpair; they 
caufed me to be fearcbed for in vain, in all 
places where they tboogbt I might bave hid 
myfclf. 

" Tvra 

D.,...8jj,GoogIc 
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** Tvro whole jreari were paft without mj 
fecnving any news or fuccor from Mendes 1 
which made me believe with great likelihood, 
-that both he and Henrietta were caft away on 
the fea : I had given them aU the jewels which 
Meluza had left one ; but it wat not their 
lob, nor that of mj Jibertfi which I re- 
gretted : it was of my dear lover and faithful 
friend, whofe remembrance continually poC- 
fifled me, and caufed me an unparalleled 
iffli^on i I could get no reft nor health ; I 
wept day and night ; I refufed to come out of 
' my flaveiy in negle£ting to 6ga\fy to my Ei- 
ther my prefent condition> I wif&ej only fot 
« fpecdy death ; which I would have willingly 
met with, to put an -end to my troubles and 
misfortunes. 

** Meluza and his wife began to pity me, 
they did not doubt but Mcndez was caft away : 
they treated me lefs cruelly than thofe fort of 
people generally ufe the unhappy wretches 
who hi\ into their hands. 

** Oneday, as Melusa came from pirating, 
he brought with him fevCral perfons of both 
fexes which be had taken, and amongft the 
reft « young woman of fome ijuality of Se* 
ville, whom I knew. This fight renewed 
my grief: flie was much furprized to find me 

Vol, I. I - io 
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in tbia &d pltce. Wc afieQienanl^ fttAnced 
oae aoMhcr, and obferving -fl deep filmoei 
* How 'HOW, beautifiil Maritna, fsnd Ac •• 
me> aie ^u lb JndiAereat toWac<]« your rdx- 
tioBS,andcoUDitiy, that you. have tio ciirioficjr 
toiDake'any enqvirees about (htm^'-Ilifted 
lip my eyu to beavcn, la uttering a deep 
figb i and intreated her to tell tof, if it were 
knowA where Meodoz and ticariclta were 
loft F * Who has told_you they are loH'?, re- 
plied (be, thsy are at Seville* whdr& obey lesd 
« very bappy life. Mendox has n^eftifblitfied 
hi* a&irs> and makes it his gteat ddight and 
honor to publifli in all places the eattream obli- 
fptiofls he has to Henrietta. Perhaps you are 
^0FaBt,GOntinuedlke}thAtMefidcz was takes 
and made a flaveby the Algerines i tbisgee^ 
Fous young woman difguifed herfelfi and oame 
hither to redeem him, but. he has not beea 
ungrateful, for he hat married her. There 
is a moft charming union between fhem. 
Hymen has not baniAied love is that parti- 
cular.' 

** As ihe was yet fpeaking, Ihe perceived 
sty countenance to alter cut a fodden, and 
that I w» ready to ^int : my Arength &!Ied 
me, mine eyes clafcd, and I : funk down be- 
tween her arrni; &e«u gnatty tzoaUed at 
-ttaiai 
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this; fltecajled iqy companioiUj wboputiM 
iia bedj tni ondeavoivd -Jbo recorer ^tnc -CwQ 
-cbn pitKousiQondition* 

" This young wsoan H'Mtly. QOiHKTncd 
iKElelf for me^ sod wheal <^[ifie ts myfol^^ 
J b«gan to complain} I .uttered ^u ^a4 
groans that were fufficient to ^erfc a betut 
«f fteel. 

" Meliwa wugrcAlIyaSo^ed.tt tiie E«;tttll 
•of fteb a w«rfe than iharbwoHs ioflfUice q£ 
ueachcry, and witboytiwy. aacice' to.me, 'be 
infonned himTelf, by hid new fiavciOf jny.jii* 
ihcr's nantf* and imtnediately wrote. to turn 
what Jce knew of my.misfortvnes. 

" This ktter had iliite to rhave be^n .t]« 
doathxif iny:i»3ther, Ihexould ngt ia*gioe.J 
could be in jibiuits .at eightcea lyeari of «^ 
-nrithoiit fliodding a torien: of tears : .butitbtt 
which augmented her grief, was the .dilbf ditr 
j)f jny fctber's afFairs; feveral confidcrable 
-bandcmptcy's had ruined him ; his credit mm 
'ptacy and it ^was ifnpoiUble for bim to prbctue 
.die twenty tbcufa&d ctOHUU whidi ^(duxk 
^mandcd fiir my xanlom. 

*' The generous Marquia de los Rios.faeaal 

ibis >iicw3, came to my Atbcr, and Offered 

dtim.whataffifbnoe lay,in.his power: ' I do 

not do .this, Aid 'be, in defigo toJotse your 

I 2 daughter'i 

■ • -C.x,gk 
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'diughter's inclinationi when fhe fliall be here i 
I Iball love her always, but I will never dlf^ 
pleafe her.' My father having no other wajr 
oF relief} thankfully accepted of what waa 
cfiered him ; embarked himfclf, and bappiljr 
mrrived at Algiers, in the time when I thought 
only of dying. 

** He forbore all thofc reproaches I de- 
ferved ; he redeemed me, and at my intreaty, 
-this young woman of Seville, for a moderate 
ranfom. We returned together, and my mo- 
iher received me with fuctajoy as is impoffible 
to be exprefled, I anfwered hereto as much 
ai was poffible; but I carried always in my 
heart, madam, the fatal ftroke which hat 
wounded me : whatever my realbn couid re* 
prefent to me, was not fufficient to put out 
of my remembrance die image of the traitor 
Mendez. 

** I faw the Marquis de los Rios : lie dared 
not mention the inclinations he ftill had to- 
wards me; butl had fuchpreffing obligation! 
to him, that gratitude made me do Tor him, 
what my inclinations would have me do for 
another. 

*' I gave him my hand, and he gave me 
his, with fuch affi^on, u if he had had no 
fblid matter of complaint agalnft me. 

« In 
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** In line I married hinij and apprehend- 
ing left I fiiould fee Mendcx, that ungrateful 
wretch, to whom I owe fucb hotrofj and for 
whom I bad fo little, I prayed the Maiquis 
we might dwell in the country-honfe he had 
near Seville. 

** He ever approved of what I liked ; he 
would have my father and mother retire ; be 
leflened the fad condition of their fortune, by 
conGderable liberalities : and I may truly fay, 
there never was a greater foul. Judge, ma- 
dam, of all the reproaches I made my heart 
for ill not being fo tender to him a* it ought 
to have been : it was not in my power to for- 
get Mendez, and I alwajrt felt new regret, 
when I learned hia felicity with the unfiuthlul 
Henrietta. 

** Having pafied two yean in a continual 
watching over myfelf, that I might do no- 
tUng but what was agreeable to my bufband, 
heaven deprived me of him j of this generous 
hufband : and he did for me in thefe lad mo- 
ments, what he had already heretofore done, 
giving me all he had, with fuchteHimoniea 
of efteem and aSedion, as much enhanced 
the price of the gift : he made me the richcft 
widow of Andalulia, but he could not make ■ 
me the happicft. 

I 3 ** I would 

.......C.x,gIo 
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** I would not Rturn to Seville, whece my 
{Urents wwutdbavohadme refide; and to avoid' 
It, r prctendcdi a journey farther into the 
oountry, to look after iomt part of my aftflte. 
H fet oiii; but there beiAg a pamculw' ft" 
tality in whatever relates to me, : in arriving 
' at an inn, the firft ot^ed which Itruck my 
ftghti wat the unfaithful Mendez : he was in 
deep mourning, ^nd had not loft any thing 
of whatever made me: heretofore fanc^ hint 
too lovely. 

*' It is impofUbte to exprefs thei conditioil- 
I was in, f«r in endcatrortng tO' gee fpeedilyi 
from hfm, r found myfillf i» ffeafcand (MOi- 
blin^ that I fell u'his fee*. Although he 
Ijnew me not at that inflant, yet he capneftlj* 
endeavored to raife me up ; but the gMarveit 
tinder whiehl I was cotKSoled' Syiirg optfn^ 
what b'ecathtf' of him^'on ftetng me .'' i{&iie-' 
mainetJ no Itfs-eonAiftd than I was: heva>aU> 
have drawn near to- ms^ hut caAing a furiou«< 
look on him : • DarelV thou, perjured wretch Y 
iaid r to him, dareft thou approach mc I Art 
thou not afraid of the juft punifhment of thjF: 
plrrfidiouAcr^ ?* Hwwas for' fome time with-' 
Out airfwenng tlie, and V ww ^out leavings 
him wheH^ 'he ftopped me ; * Confound and' 
overwhelm me with reproaches, maduo, laid' 
h« 
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69 tomes givwmetbe werft aiuMmoftparfidi* 
QUI latMS pofflble; they cannot m mon 
ttiaji I: defiKvct but- tny itMh- fltdt foeo re- 
vmge your quVrel: I dughtto die with for- 
row for having betrayed you ; and if I regree 
any thing in dyings it is oidy (fa« having one 
Kft to 1ofe» toflX|liate all th« crimes- you can 
juftty accufe m« of.' fft appeared to nw much 
aficded-iU'eadingthefe words j and would to 
iHvrciU his tc^fltftBce were really Aiffi«ien4 
and^ triM I' I would- tjothaaUrd » long conrer- 
ftttoOWith' him : I left him, difdatning to re> 
turn iUa an anfwer^i And this mark of con- 
tempt and fltgtitiag, was, without doubt, felt 
mote fenfible by him, than all the reproacbea 
I might have made him. 

*' tic hid' fome time tinct loft his wife, 
that unfatthful crebture,~who had helped him 
forevolt againft all the offices of love, honor, 
and gratitude. And from that time he fol- 
lowed me every where : he was like a com- 
plaining fliadow, ever f^fleacd to my feet; 
fer he became fo lean, pale, and changed^ 
that he was fcarcely to be known. Heavens I 
madam, what violence did I not ofibr tnyfelf, 
in continuing to ill-treat him : I found at laft 
I wanted ftrength to refift theweaknefe o< my 
heart, and the afecridancy this wretch- had 
I 4 ovec 
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over HK Rather than to commit fo fluuMful 
an offence, and to forgive him, I parted for 
Madrid, where I have relation!, and fought 
Among them a flielter againft the violeiKe of 
my own inclinations. 

** I had not been lewg there before Mcnden 
found me out : I muft confefs to you, I was 
not greatly difplealed at his attendance on me ^ 
but notwilhftanding my inclination towartlk 
Itim, I put on a firm relblulion to avOid him, 
feeing I could not fincerely hate him t and 
unknown to every body I took the road to 
Burgos, where I am going to cloyfter myfelf 
with a nun there, my friend. I flatter mylclf, 
madam, wiillthe hopes of finding more reft 
there, than I have hithBrto met with." 

The beautiful Marchionefs hare held, her 
peace, and I tefilficd to her my particular ac- 
knowledgment! for the favor Ihe bad done me : 
] alTured her of the part I took in her adven- 
tures. I conjured her to write tome, and 
to let me hear from her at Madrid } and flu 
promifed it me in the moft obliging manner 
poiSble. 

Wi found the next morning we could not 

fet out, it having fnowed all the night, and 

no path appearing on the ground ; but we 

WSfitcd not company to pafs the time in play 

and 



r R o H SPAIN. 177 

and difcourre. Having been three dayi with 
the Marchioners de los Rios, without tatj 
mirinefs at the length of time, through the 
pleafure I had of feeing and heating bet talk, 
(fot fhe is one of the Igyellell women in 
ths world) we patted with a mutual regret* 
and it waa not without doubling our ptomifes 
of writing to, and feeing one another hero* . 
after. 

The weather mended, and I contintted mf 
journey to Lerma : we traverfed dreadful 
mounuin), which beat the name of Sierra de 
Cogollot, and it was not without great trou- 
blc we got thither ; this town is fmalt } flie 
baa given her name to the famous Cardinal de 
Lerma, chief minilter to Philip III. it ia 
from him that Philip VI. took the great reve* 
nues he had received from the King his mafler. 
Here is a caAle which I will lee to-morrow» 
and of which I fliall give you an account in 
my next. ] am told an extraordinary expreTv 
is arrived and will fet out to-night : I will 
lay hold of this opportunity of fending to you, 
and ending this long letter ) ftn- in truth I 
am tired both with the way, and with writing 
but I fliall never be weary of loving you. 

From Lcrmaf 
Feb, ar. 

I J LETTER 
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MY feft-wSs fffltiffg, andTwas fo weary 
when I finished it, that I could not 
adcf Tome particulars, which probably migh^ 
not have been unwelcome to you ; I proceed 
t&en, 'Sea 'i(i\jfin, to recoant them, feeing 
you fo muth dcRred it. 
- I arrived ^atc at Lerma, and refolveij to 
tarry fohie time to fee the caflJis iriiicti 
the Spaniards Co highly cfteem, that they 
priie it next the Efcunal ; and it is indeed a 
Very fine place. The Cardinal dC Lerma, 
Philip Iir. favorite, waa its founder, ft 
fiands on the- fide df a hilli and" in yoiip- 
way to it you iVuifl pafs tbrotigh 3 ^at^ioOS- 
place, furrounded with arches and galleries 
about it. This caftic confifb of four vaffi 
piles of building, which makes a compteat 
quadrangle of two ranges of porches within 
the court, whiiH are near as high aA the roof^ 
Mid hinder the spai^ments from profpedls oiv 
that fide. The windbws of all the chambers 
look forward into the country; the rooms 
are fpacious^ jiod the lodgii^s very fine and 
curiouily 
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curieuflf gUt. There are:a prodigiou»HiMibu 
ef'tlM»r andvery'wctl furnillietl. Near tfa« 
coAte yj9U' hart »great park which exttads iN 
fdf along tii« i^tfiny through. whiCK TiMa k 
riveiv 3ind' hvm^f hWip fptinge : on the fide 
of the river, there are rows of great ttWw, 
and not, for from tlienee a wood, lb that I be- 
h»vtf in Hn* weather* tbls is » delight&tl 
|»lacA 

Thie kesper of the lA&lc afked m«, whft* 
thCr't'Wuutd As (he nuiM^ wKofe convent - 
is adjeining thereunto. I told him, moft 
willingly ; fo.chat be made us pafs through » . 
gallery, at iha cad erf which you meet with a 
gi^te #i>ich reaches from top to bottomi 
Tke ^abbcffr being informed of it, came here 
with- fWer-at of the mini, who were enters 
taining, handfome, witty, and youflg^ dift. 
ihmrfing with great) exat^efs of every thingf. 
I wag BOt weary (^ their converfatioit, when . 
jf^yoHiig girl catne and wbifp«red tbe- abbefi 
in fbe ear, w4t& aftttpwar^ told' me there wW 
» lady of great quality, wbo bad' retired ints 
llteip boufef being the daughter of Don Mait^ 
dricadeXara, Count de Valine, and< elded 
Am to the Dttke de Kaxara ; that Ac was 
widow of Don I'rxitcUeo Femandea de C,aftro» 
Count 4c l«Aol»' Grandee of Spun, and 
Duke 
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Duke de Taureliao; that whea fflhs knew of 
Freoch ladies palBng throu^ J^raa, {he 
was greatly (tefiroiu of enterMining th«n» 
I made anfwer, I fhould t>e gud of the b6nof> 
of feeing her; whereupon this jroung giiLwas. 
icBt to her. 

This lady fooa came, in a drefs worn by thft 
Spai)iard5 tbefehiuidred years; flic had a kind 
of pattens, or rather ftiks, which made her 
look prodigious tall. To that lh« was obi igett 
to lean on two perfbns fiieulder» when Qt* 
moved. She leaoed Ijkewife on two daughr 
tera of the Marquis del Carpio ; one of thena 
il of a very fair completion, whichis rare in 
this country, and the other's bail is as black 
as jet. Their- beauty funpriznt me, and thcy- 
wantcd only, in my nitnd, to, be a little- fafe 
But this is not ccckoQied a deU& In this coun^ 
try> where they fancy iQannefs (o much) that 
Ihey delire only to have flcin and bone^ Tfae 
fingular- drefs o£ the Countefg de Wmos, app 
peared to me fo very, extraordinary, that X 
could hardly get mioe eyes off of it.. She 
■vnne a kind' of black fattin gold. embroMered 
bodice,, and- buttoned with great rubies at 
confiderable value. This bodice oamc dowa 
from heii neck juft like a doublet ; her fleevet 
iKCfeAniit* with, large wings about bcrihouU 
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dersi ind other flcevet banging u low as her 
gown, whvch were fafleoed on each fide with 
ipfes of diamonds } fltc had. » dreadful far- 
dingal, . which ^lindered her from fitting, 
otbcrwite thaq on the g^und. She wore ^ 
ruff, and feveral chain* of great pearls and 
dian)oa4* ;' her bak was whiter which (he 
hid under a coverture of black lace* for fliQ 
was qotefi than fevent7-i>.ye years old. Sha 
feemed to nac to have been a great beauty in 
bcr time % hct face had sot a wrinlde, and 
her eye^ were ftill fparlcling, »id ber white ' 
ftnd red p»nt became her very well : her wit 
and her perlbnage, as I have been told^.were 
apt a little &mouf in (he. world. I leokei 
upon her as a curious piece of antiquity. 
' She told me file ;had the honor to accom- 
jpany the InfanU when flu efpoufed Lewis 
XIII. That fhe. became acquainted with 
the Prince de Conde when be was in 
Handers, and the Queen of Sweden carae 
thither. " You have fcen this Queen, faid 1 
to her, interrupting her, be pleafed, madam, 
tofavor me with a relation of fome particulars 
of her humor." 

«< You mull know theik, fajfl (he, that the 

King of Spain fent Don Antonio Pimentcl 

in ijuaQt/ of amballador to Stockholm, ta 

difcover,, 

C.x,gIo 



diftover, » nuchas in btm lay, the iaieatloii 
Of thcSwtdw. 'thty badbeen'^t^'eMAie* 
to-thehotifil-oP: Aiiftr)*, and'iriHU notdoabt^ 
%i' but ttttf would nd0» nc*r- attemptl' » 
ihwarfif, m thti Mgh' ef< M^Hg i^tf Brn^ 
jlemi'S'foii Kirig of ^ RtJajzits-; PitncDtel 
ins cfaitfged tO'Ctrr^ «i Aii aAbir with groM 
Clrtumrpcafen. He «» 8 gtiront^ wk^; anj 
Bandrome'perfbn, and btf 'AMecfedeJ beJt«r'MM 
«ould'be~ext»eael]. Me imoiediiieff (ttfdoVtft^ 
the-Quecn-ir genlVl^, Md ctf ty' thadtftfimfifir 
Iret' cohAJ^b • He' (tiatl pei«eiV«d' BU wtia 
Ohbrined-WitT) novelties, tti(F that of 4i^ crowd 
Offtrahgiir* wHith-llitfABwWthecourti the 
hft that cottii #as 'tM- isoft itroVed.' Hit 
mado it hit tift'to {l]elrfeh^,-'atidgmaed'fo 
fir on hvT afitdions^ thstlKhecaMO infbraied 
By- herfdf oP the moftTccrCt-aSvirsi Aai whidi 
file ought tHa molt to conceal fromihiini But 
irhat cannot he do, ii4k> hts found a way to 
the heart ? The- (^cea'i was fo ieclined a> 
htm,' Aat be became thtr (bic difpbfer of itie 
ftfitfiions of th» princefs, and by thi» mezns 
was ableto nrltc to the Eoiperor, Hoi to the 
£lcfio.'8, things fo certain and agKeaUe, n 
made them' eafily judge thst the l£ing of 
frwttedcn's coondl bad no ptrt m the d*< 
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deration iKe math 'in fkvor' 6t the King of 
Hungry. 

**' Tfcis intrigue btftig af ifn end, it was 
thought ttie King Would ritdl FSmennU then 
appMrmg no occaHon tfrat re4urr«d' the pre- 
ftnCe of an anitnllkdor : bilt tf it-were needi- 
left for tl^c King of Spain, tttat ht fhould re^ 
main at Stocti:toltn, if Wia'Mf tiit fame with 
the Queen, Ai negle'ded n'oil^ing tBat coul& 
retain him' near her. He atttniJed her wHere^ 
creribe wetitfihci!, and many who v^ere le^ 
by oatwaitf appearai^cer,' judged when (bt 
Kft the crown ttl her cDilfin, (he did it witb 
great fati^^mn, becauft fbe did it \iUh dry 
eyes, aHd bad th« Courage to' harangue tbV 
ftates with great fiwWiiidelbqiMnCc'} bi/t tht 
peopWwert greatly iflilfelCen in* ttie fe'cret mo- 
tives of this princcfs. Her fou] at ttiax time 
wai piirced with (he moft lovely forro* j /he 
was not a Httle grieved toyidd to thePrincfe 
Palatine a fcepter which ihe thought berfclf 
worliiy to witld alohe, and of whfcb ihe was 
the lawful helrers. 

- « This prince Ha* the addrftfs to get it de- 
dareditbatiffllemarritidffieiVould'choAftbiiii 
for her hidbatld. 

*' As foon as this decl^ratioh Was mad^, 

fte began M tot die weight of the fUbj^flitJii 

whereia 

C.x,gIo 
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wherno {he was placed t and on the- other 
hand, the people did not veil relilh the being 
governed by a Woman. They inlifled more 
on ber defe^ than they minded her virtues. 
The .Prince contributed under-hand thereto, 
and the Queen> who was penetrating, fooa 
perceived it ; flie obfcrved the inclination the 
people had to him, and the wilbcs which were 
made to fee him on the throne ; Ihe grew 
every day, more and more jealous of this, and 
went from hence to fuch a deadly hatred, 
that it was impoffible for her to ft<^ the courfi: 
of it. The Prince's prcfence became fo in- 
fupportable to her, that perceiving it, be ' 
withdrew into lan ifland which belonged to 
him. But he fet not out tiU he had left good 
memoirs to his creatures againft the Queen's 
condud. 

** When the faw herfelf delivered from an 
objed, whofe tight was fo great an eye-fore, 
ihe drew off her mind from the too intent 
purfuit of .the' affairs of the kingdom, and 
gave way to ber incUnationi of books. Her 
marvellous wit made, in a fliort time, admi- 
' raUe progreOes in the moft profound fciencesj 
hut thefe were not fo needful to her as a good 
condu^ in the management of her honor and 
ioteRft. It often- happens, that having fpetic 
ievcral 
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icTcnl dajra in hei ftiidj» Ihe would appear 
difgufted with her bo*^, ^ying, * Tbey 
were good for nothing but to w;^e the fpiriui . 
and miflead mens judgmenca.' When the 
gicat men of the court (aw her in this difpoli- 
tion* they if)praached her with more fami- 
liarity, and then ths whole bufinels was tq 
follow the pleafutes of love, of plays, balls, 
huntings, and all other divcrlions. She 
^ve up herfelf entirely to them, «nd nothing 
cpuld bring her off from them j but flie added 
to diis defcd diat of eorkrbing ftrangers, at 
^ the expence of her own fabjeOs. 

** The Swede* began to murmto- at this t 
tbe Queen was advertifed of it j their com- 
plaints appeaKd to be unjuft, and little re< 
fpedfult and being iiot a little offended at 
them, fhe was fo unwift as to take vengeaaca 
on herfelf. In cSeStj at the time that it waa 
leaft expend, and when Qxi was in a condi- 
tion to find lefs violent remedies, {be aban-. 
doncd at one ftrolce her. crown At>d kingdom 
to her coulln j to this couTin, I iay» whom fbs 
was fo far from lovti^,. th^t Ac wifhed him 
|ill the ill the wa? abl9 ■ ud jret to whom ike 
did fo much good, fhe thought that it wai 
jmpoffible for any to penetrate into the motivea 
gf tlus conduA. She pretended by this greajt 
ftrobe 
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Srobt of gmmaSity, to Aftiaguifli beriell< fironi 
nnotg the hcDoikiuW thtrmoftfamotoageB: 
but in: dStSk,. tbe^ ootutlj#flir bcU afiwrfrMd^ 
diQinguiflKt) Uer on^ to hw difitdiwiMage. 

Sbc was rnnito AeOM frdHkflwtdtttt in' a 
very oM dref* fsr x woams wirti a-bind- of 
jufluicoritt, aAort pottkraat, ffitk'boot« and 
crlwatf in a peErtwJg, a» kof covcrod witti 
fearers, andi th» perdwi^ tied i^ ifl a h>«li 
behind,' «p4licti' fiwnNd' tllOii -vftry Hdlcakiusi 
Sh«- fiMbaii all ' her waAMf' tit- SiHow' IWri 

ber. She ufcd gcneralljr' tfr Tay^ * TbatflM 
did not low aun as mcii) but bfecMfe they 
WCTC not vomeiw* So that-fliA fteiMd to fan* 
renounced hir Ax ilk niMuiUsing 'her' king^ 
dbm, although fUe-hftd:fi>mMitoaS'fucb'We«l&- 
»&«> at-wduM bw«'imde tiM'meaBcft''wo- 
Men Whaitledk ' ' ': 

» Tho trafly PimsMel paficd vm lOto 
FlandeT» with bcr, Aid I' being ttwn thw^ 
tfontinues flw^ I Taw him ar riv« ; hs procured 
BW t^w htonoar tS kift her Haa4y aitd theri 
neeiled htf Ma t\ian. :hi» cMdit' to- eb(Mil 
thucHfe^ j^ fefnt wdl^ct td'aM th« ladleit of 
BrulEds: ■ and -Antirerpt- file would excufe 
Aeirvifits. Yet file received- me very weHj 
Mdtbelittlif Ae-aid't6itie» appeared- Mil' of 
- wit 
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wit and <]ttmudiauyvi*i£isfi but flis fwoep 
at every turn like » folditf, and tier word* 
and anions were fo free, not to fay To diOu>neft« 
that wen k not ft>r Iwr nak, ber peiSon 
would have been little vegsFded. 

■** She rpak« before everf o«e of ttie pai^ 
fionate define Ihc had to lee the Prince of 
Coade i that bis great alliens had charmed 
ber» and that ihe naa defiraiu to learn tito 
art of ^ar under him; .The Printe.faad net 
left defirc to &e her, tbiailhe tcfbfied to (et 
hka. In tbcmidft of tbirinutual imfationcc, 
tke Qi^etfn. fiopped on a IndUeA, ott fooae foi* 
ndities and fl^whieb flv reAiftd M tabc^ 
wben he Oould come to faittte- her. TheAr 
tcafons Undeied him from feeing her with tba 
vfaiA ceremonies^ But one day,, when th« 
Queen's: cbambecwat full of.courtieiSa. CiS 
Prioce flipped 10^ wbctber Ok had' &cn his 
fiSbaKj.fjt tUat hiK maitialnF bad dii]HigniflK4 
bim: from othess) -&e fuiglcd bifn. out, mi 
knew him. Sbe wonld immedt»e]y hcreiqicni 
have teftificd a» much twbim, by-eamaordiaary! 
eivilitiei. He prefeotly redved, and file fol^ 
tewed CO coadud him.^ Then )a fiojqted, 
andconcntted himf^with %iDg tbefe worda, 
*• £ither all, or noihtng.* Sonc few days 
after, an ijMuview waa ftt. on. foot to' be be« 
twecn 
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tweeti them Id the mtll in the park at Bniflels^ 
where they fpike together with great civility 
ind much coldneit. 

*< As to Don Antonio Pimentel, the favors 
the diftinguiibed him with, have made noife 
enough to come to your ears, and if you be 
ignorant of them, madam, I believe I ought 
not to undertake to teach you the particulars, 
of which perhapa I myfelf may have been ill 
informed." She held her peace, and I made 
my pr<^ of tfait moment to thank her for 
bcr complaifance, in giving me an account of 
a Queen, who had ever given me fuch a. great 
curiofi^. She alked me afteiwardi, *' Whe- 
dter I had fecn the caftle of Lerma. He that 
- built it, (aid Oie, was ftvorhc to Philip 
III. whofe deadi happened very ftrangdy. 
This Prinee, continued lfae» waa writing let^ 
ten in bit dofet, and it beii^ very cold that 
day, they bad placed very near him a quidc 
fire of coals, whole reverberation flruck (o 
much on his face, that he wai all in a fweat, 
as if a great quantity of water had been 
poured on his head. The eafinefs of hts temper 
hindered him frcon complaining, and even 
fpeaking of it j for he never found fault with 
any thing. The Marquis de Pobar having ob- 
fervcd the injury which the Kii^ received 

■ ky 
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ij thU extreme heae, infonned the Duke 
d'Atva's geatlenun of hit chamber of it, to 
the end that he might remore the fire away: 
he replied, * It waa not his officcj and that 
the Duke Duefda ought to be made acquatnted 
with it, whofe proper bufinefs it was,' The 
Marquit de Pobar being troubled to fee the 
King that fufier, and not daring himfelf to 
eaTe him, for fear of invading another's pro- 
vince, left the fire ftill in Its place ; but he 
icnt to give notice of it to the Duke Duefda, 
who was by mitfortune gone near Madrid to 
lee a ftatciy boufe he was . building there. 
Word was brought of this ^ain to the Mar- 
quit de Pabar, who propofed again to the 
Du^e d'AIva the taking .away the fire. But 
he found htm inflexible hereunto, and chofe 
rather to fend into the country to the Duke 
Duefda; fo that before he was ccune, the 
King was almOft fpcnt, and that TC17 liight 
be fell into a violent fcrer, accompanied with 
sn crifipelis, which inflamed, and the inflam- 
mation degenerated into the purples, whicA 
czuTcd his death. 

*( I muft confels, Cud'flie, that having 

feen when I was abroad in the wivld, other 

courts befides our own, I could not forbear 

blaming theft kind of cocmooict and pun^- 

liosj 
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1ios,'w)iid) hinder the-tddng of one ftep^et 
than another, though Kfe depended hereon." 
The old Countels Of Lctnbi 'loved to tillc, 
and continuing tter diCcoiirle, and antong 
other mmes, meotibned that of the -Count dc 
Villa Medma. "I have heard, faid I, in- 
terrupting her, that thit gentlentan, being one 
day in the church of our Lady d'Arocha, and 
finding there' a religions, -who begged for the 
fouls of purgatory, he gave irim a piece of 
four pounds." " Ah, my lord, Taid the good 
"fither, you havte now delivered a foul." *' The 
Count ilrew oat again B IHce piece, and put it 
into the bafon." " Here is, continued the 
religious, aoother foiil delivered," " He gave 
him in this manner, fix, one after another, 
and at the dropping Of each piece, the monk 
xrted," Here is aToul'delivered from purga- 
tory." *• Will you be pofitive in it, replied 
the Count^" " Yes, my lord, replied the 
monk, I am certain they are now in heaven." 
~" Give mcnow then back again my fix pieces, 
'faid hct for they-fignffy nothing to you, feeing 
the fouls are already got to heaven, there ia 
•no danger of their returning again -to.purgja- 
tory." ** It was as you relate, added the 
"Countefs, but he took not again his money, 
fin: this woiild b^e been among us an horrid 
' - fiu:rilege. 

.......C.x,gIo 



-ftcriti^. ^d I knew, a miHi of good ^a»- 
litjr, wbo dicing much tMhiad-lMnd in the 
world,, jct sdMD <be waa djring, urould hnve 
fifteen ihoufuid . mafes to be fud for Mm. 
Hit. tiSi will wtg csecirtcd, and his poor etc- 
^ton de&fuidcdcj /or bow jiift fbevcr dieir 
;debt8 be, they^ can acptSt to Kceive nothMg, 
«iJI fuch time n aU riK mafieswluch KW-Icft 
in the wjU .be &id. JViid-tkisbat gtTcn««ca- 
^neo dntcofnpi«i£i)^tng>'aibongui,'" That 
■fucb an one liat • made '^is -foul Itis hflir;" 
whereby is meant, that he has left his>eftate 
to the church to bj prayers for him. 

** ^But what I hvre already told you of the 
Cq.unt de Villa Medina, brings to oiy letncm- 
faecance, that he being one day at cbwrch with 
Qusen Eiisabtftti, lie 6ivt a great dfcal of 
owneyicn 0(e altar, wl^h was given Ar'-^ 
Ibuls in pwigatoiy. He inw near, and took 
it up in bis huid, faying, ** My love ' will 
daft for ever, -my pains will be libewife et4r- 
naj, tlK^e c^ the fouls in jiutgatory will have 
an eild ; alas, .mine will never end c this hofie 
comfort* tbm ; as for He, I am «nthoutlio^ 
«nd comfort ; fo -that thele charities-are tnoft 
4ne to me than they." However, 'bfe took 
nothing away, only fpcakiug thefe words -n 
jui 'Ocoflfion ta bring in his -paSm b«A>re tMe 
beautiful 
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beautiftil Queni, wbo was there pTeTcnt : for 
in ^k&t he was fo violently in love with her, 
that Eheic is fome reafon to think flie was not 
wholly in&nfible of it, if her rigid virtue bad 
aot prcferved lier heart againft the Count's 
merit. He Wu young, w^l Jhaped, haod- 
Jbme* lirave, m^ificoit, ^laat and witty ; 
every body knows how he appeared to his 
misfortune in a carofel at Madrid,' with a 
fuit emhroidered with new pieces of money 
called reales, and which he bore for a de- 
vice) 

MIS AMORES SON REALES. 

making an allufion to dte word tealei, which - 
is to fay, royal, with the paffioa he had for 
the Queen. This is finer in Spanifh, and 
fignifies in Englifli, My love is royal. 
. " The Count Duke dVOlivaroc, the King's 
favorite, and the feciet enemy to the Queen 
and the Count, made his maftcr take notice 
of the boUncft of the fubjcd, who dared even 
■in his prefcRce declare the fcodments he had 
for the QstKB i *^ >° this fflc»nent he per- ' 
fuaded the King to be revenged on bim. An 
occaGon was waited for which fhould make 
no noife. But here is what haftened his niia 3 
•pplying 
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applying his mind only to divert the Queen, 
he wrote a comedy * which every body likes, 
and. the Qyeen, more than others, found 
therein Tuch moving and dcHcate ftrokes in' jt> 
that fhe woiiM a6t a part in it herfel'f on the 
King's birCh-i^ay. It was the amorous Count, 
who managed and took (fare of thefeftivalj 
he ordered the cloaths, and provided machines, 
which coft him above thirty thoufand crowns. 
He had caufed a great cloud to be painted, 
under which the Queen was concealed iii a 
machine. He Hood very near it, and at a 
certain fign he gave 3 man who was faithful 
to him, he fet fire to the linen work of the 
cloud. The whole houfe, valued at a hun- 
dred thoufand crowns, was in a manner con- 
fumed ; but he comforted himfelf, when mak- 
ing his advantage of this favorable opportunity, 
he took his fovereign in his arms, carried her 
into a little by-place, and there Hole from her 
feme favors ; and that which is much taken 
notice of in this country, is, that he touched 
her foot. A little page who faw him, in- 
formed the Count Duke of it, he did not 
doubt but when he faw the fire, but this was 
an efFefl of the Count's pafSon. He made 
fuch an exaft enquiry, that he laid before the 

* Tngediu in Spain are called La graa Comedia, and Co- 
mediei, Comedia luan!*, 

Vol" I. K C-.RiRS 
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Kins- oertain proofa of it ; and hi* praoA (b 
gmtly auaged tke King, that it ia pretended' 
lu caufed biiB to be fliot With a piftol qae 
^igW, u he vru in his coach with Don Lewis 
dcHaia." 

Hece ii a very tragical end, faid I, inter- 
niptJog her; '< but whilfi, faid (be, I am 
^peaking to you of Philip IV. I cannot 
help telling you, that he wat vehemently in 
Iqvc With the Diitchefs Dalburkerke. He 
could never meet with a favorable oppontuiity 
of enttrtaiaiug her. The Duke her hulband 
kept ftri^ guard over her, and the more ob-v 
ftaclea the King met with, the more his de- 
iires increafed t but when night came, aod 
when he was at play, he feigned to call to 
mind he had a Idter to write of the greateft 
confequence. He called the Duke Dalbur- 
Icerke, who was in his chamber, and defired 
him to take his place, and continue bts game. 
He immediately liereupon entered into his 
dofet, difguifed bimfeJf, went down by a 
back-ftair, and came to the young Dutchefs, 
with the Count Duke his favorite. 

** The Duke Dalburkerke, whoie~mind ran 
on hit domeflic interefts more thui on hi* 
gamC} eafily believed bis mafter would not 
have committed it to him, without foime fecrct 
dcfigo. He began then to ct^fJain of an 
. , borrid 
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horrid cholic, and uttering cnet and mafciag 
^cei enough to fright one, he gave (be card* 
to another, and without any flop, rya hooie. 
The King had ontyjiift arrived tt>er« ivitkout 
any train, he was then in the court, and Jipeias 
the Duke come, be bid birBfclf ; but then U 
nothing fo clear lighted 49 a jealous husband. 
He perceived the King, and being not wilting 
to have lights brought, that he mj^t npt bc 
obliged to acknowledge biqi, k^ inf)dc up to 
him with a large cane which hff coowioaly 
walked with} hal ba! villain, tiid he to 
him, thou comeft to rob my houfie j and 
without more words he laid on him with all 
his ftrength. The Coupt Dulu wa« 90 more 
fpared, who iearing Icaft worfe migbt happen, 
cried out feveral times, it was the Ki^g, to 
flop the Duke's furyj but this was lb far 
from effefiing it, that he redoubled hi* blows 
both on the prince and his minifter, crying la 
bis turn, ' That this was a flrokc of the 
greatcft infolence, to make ufe of his onajcfty's 
name and his favorite's on fuch an occsfioa, 
that he could lind in his heart (o fend ^m to 
the palace, becaufe he well knew the King 
would caufe them b be hanged.' In all this 
fray the King Uii not a word, and at length 
got away half mad, in having received fo 
K a many 
C.x,gIo 
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many blows, and not one favor from hia 
miftrcfs. 

*' This produced no ill confequences to 
the Duke Dalburkerkc ; but on the contrary, 
the King being cured of his love to the 
Dutchefs, made a je(t of it fome time after, 
I know not whether I do not abu(c your 
patience by the length of this converfation, 
added the Countefs de Lemos, and I fall in- 
fcnfible into the defeiEi of.perfons of my age, 
who forget thcmfelves when they tell of things 
done in their time." I faw fhe was for re- 
tiring, and having again thanked her for the 
lionorlhe had done me, I took my leave of 
her, and returned to my inn. 

The weather was fo foul, that we with 
great difficulty fet out, but being refolved on 
it, we marched as long as the day lafled, fall- 
ing down and getting up as well as we could. 
We could hardly fee four paces before us, (he 
fiorm was fo great, that it blew feveral ftoncs 
off the rocks, which fell into our way, and 
hurt one of our company ; he had been killed, 
had he not ftepped on one fide. In fine, 
after having made about eight leagues, ac- 
cording to our reckoning, we were much 
alloniihed to find ourfelves at the gates of 
'Leima, without having advanced or gone 
back. 



FROM SPAIN. 197 

back. We had ftiU turned about the tewiii 
without percdving it, as it were by enchant- 
ment, fometimes farther, fomctimes nearer j 
and we were all of us not a little out of hu- 
mor at having taken To much pains to fo little 
purpofe. 

The hoftefs, tranfported at the fight of us, 
flie who could have been glad with all her 
heart we (hould thus travel as long as we 
Jived, to return to lie at her houfe every night, 
tarried for me at the top of her little ftair- 
cafc. She told me,, flie was very forry (he 
could not let me have my room again, but 
would give me another commodious enough, 
and that mine wat taken up by a Signora, 
the greateft in Spain. Don Fernand afked 
her name, fhe told him, Ibe was called Donna 
Eleonora of Toledo ; he as Toon informed me 
that flie was his near kinfwonian. He could 
not comprehend by what chance fhe fhould 
come here. 

To be fatisfied in the matter, he feiit his 
gentleman to make her a compliment, and to 
know whether his vifit would not be trouble- 
(bme. She Tent word flie had a great fatis- 
fadion at this happy meeting, and that he 
would do her a great deal of honor. He 
went up immediately to her chamber, and was 
K 3 informed 
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informed by her of feveral particulars which 
related to himfelf. He came afterwards to 
CK, and told me very civilly, that were not 
Donna Eteonora exceffive weary and indif- 
pofed, Ibe would have given me the firft vifit. 
In fiiort, I defircd him to condud me to her 
chamber, where flie received me in the moft 
cfbliging manner ; and I obfervcd in the firft 
moment of our converTalion, that fbe had a 
great deal of wit and politenefs. I found her 
very neat and handfome, bet eyes were lively 
and lb gHQening, that one could not without 
pam endure their brightnel*. Don Fernand 
told her who I wat, and that I went to fM 
one 0$ my near relfttioni it Madrid, Her 
mMc wai not unknown to her, no more thaa 
her perfon j fhe told me* it waa not long finc« 
riw King had made her Titalarii and Mar- 
chioseli of Caltille. «' 1 fltould be greatly 
obliged to you, madam, faid I, interrupting 
her, if you would be pleafed to give me A»m« 
accoURt of this title ; ihe having mentioned it 
in her litters, without explaining to me what 
it means, no more than that of grandee, &c." 
*■ J <ball take a pleafure to inform you of 
what I knoW) replied Otmna Eleonora, and 
I have always heard, that in the time of the 
ftrft Kings of Ooviedo^ de Galicia, and Anu- 
ria, 

- - L.^ ..u,.Gopglc 
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ria, tiiej were d'c^d by the pnlaCea of the 
kingdotn, and by the riat-hamet. Thcfe 
lords having not yet obtained the titlei of 
Dukes, Marquifles, and Counts, which iit- 
tiageifh them from genttemcn, they were 
called rieij-bcmet, which were as the grandees 
of Spain now. The Hett'henui ftood co- 
vered before the King, entered among thfe 
ilat«s, md had their active and paSve vMce. 
And the tittiMtt at prelcnt, are the fnae 
which Vv^^ then called riat-hemes } bn 
tlicir privilege ire not (b large ; and moft of 
ihefe honours, as I (ball toll you, have bccsi 
refetved td the. grandees of Spain. The ti- 
tnkdps nuty have a canopy or cloth of ftatfe 
in tbiir cbadiber, a ooach in Madrid with 
{our hdifeky with lot tins Utrgoh, which are 
long traces of fiJfc, which faften the laft hbrfis 
to tile fbremoft. When there are bult-feaAs, 
t^ey have balconies ia the great place, where 
their wives arc regaled with badcets fvll <tf 
ffi'eetaieatt, gloves, ribbons, fans, £llc hole, 
and this at the King or town's charge, which 
gives the fcaft. They have their foat fet oi|t 
in their ceremonies, and when the King: 
maltes a Titulado, Marquis of Caftil|e, Ap- 
ragon, or Grenada, he enters into the ftates 
•of this kingdom. 

K4 ** A» 
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** As to the grandees, there are three dif- 
fttent tanks of them; and the manner in 
which the King fpeaks to them in making 
the^, diHinguilhes them. One rank confiik 
of thofc whom he bids be covered, without 
adding any thing thereto ; their grandeur is 
only fixed to their perfon,. and is not confcived^ 
to their family. 

" The others arc ihofe whom the King 
qualities with the title of one of their lands, a> 
for example, Duke, or Marquis of fuchaplace, 
cover yourfeir, for you, and for yours, are 
grandees in a more advantageous manner than 
tiie jirfi, becaufe thek grandeur being fixed 
to their eilates, palTei to their eldeft fbn, and 
if they have none, to their daughter or heir. 

** The laft are not covered till after they 
have fpoken to the King; and the difference 
between thefe is dbfcrved in faying. They 
are grandees for lif:, or in their race. It is 
farther to be oblcrved, that there are fome 
whom the King bids to be covered before they 
fpeak to him, in. faying to them, Cabridei; 
and they fpeak, and bear the King fpeak, 
covered. Others, who are only covered after 
they have fpoke to him, and he has anfwered 
them. And the third, who are only covered 
when they have withdrawn thcmfelves from 
tha 
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the King towards the wa|l ; but when they 
are altogether in public offices. Or at chapel, 
there is no difFen.nce between them, they fit 
down, and are covered before him. And 
when he writes to them, he treats them as if 
they were princes, they have the title of Ex- 
cellency given them. When their wives go 
to the Queen, flie receives them Handing, and ■ 
inftead of fitting on the foot-clotb, they have 
cu(hions brought them to fit on. 

** This is, madam, continued Donna £- 
leonora, what you defired to know." 

After due thanks for her civility, the hour 
of withdrawing bemg come, I took my leave 
of her, entreating her to continue me in her 
fiiendfhip. 

I arofe before day, becaufe we had a great 
journey to make to He at Aranda de Duero. 
The weather growing milder, it became very 
milVy, which at length turned to rain; and 
when we arrived at night, our ho ft told us we 
were very welcome to him, but wc muft make 
a fliift without bread. '* This is, replied I, « 
thing one cannot eafily be without. And in 
eiFefl, this news put me a little.aut of humor." 
I enquired how happened this fcarcity} he 
anfwercd me, " That the Alcaid Major of 
the town (who is the perfon that orders every 
K 5, thing) 
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thing)^ and who is both governor and judge, 
bad (mi for all the bread and oical which was 
M the bakers, and had brought it into bis 
bouJe to make an equal diftributton of it, 
proportioniibte to the neceffities of each parti- 
cutar perfon; and that which had occafioned 
this, was, that the river of Duero, which, 
pafln about the town, was frozen, and the 
rivers of Leon, Suegra, Burgos, Tonnes, and 
Salamanca, which threw and Joft therofelvea. 
herein, had likewife ceafed their courfes, fa 
' that no millt could, grind, which made thetn 
apprehend a famine." This obliged us to. 
addrefa ourfelves to him to have the bread, 
ve wanted, Don Fcrnand fcnt one of his. 
gentlemen to him in the name of us all, and 
immediately we had fo much bread fent vs^ 
that we gave part to our Koft and his hmWyy, 
who much wanted Jk 

Scarce were we at tabk, when one of my 
fervants brought into my chamber ievcrab 
pockets of letters^ which they haj found on, 
the ftairs in the inn. He that carried then. 
having drank more than he needed, had fallen 
afleep there, by which means all his letters 
lay ex^fcd to the currafiiy of them that paflcd. 

V 
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Here is in this country a very buf enler- 
teoching commerce -, as when the FrcfiCh 
courier arrives at St. Sebaftian, atl the fettet» 
be brings are delivEred to others Who are gOOff 
foot-poftl, and To cafe one another, Thfty put 
there packets into a facie, tied tCith rattttt 
corrfs to their fhoaldcrs ; by which means it 
often happens, that the fecicis of yotir htitt 
Koi family are open to the RtR cutioui pittch 
who makes this foot-poll drunk. And tbl« 
h witat happened on the prefenc dccifioAj 
for Don Frederic de CardoAne having' looKed 
on the ruperfcriptions of fcveral letters, he at 
laft met with one from a' lady with whOM be 
was Bpparenity interefled, at tcaft I fo judged 
from the emotion of his countenance, and 
the earneftnefs with which he optnad the 
packet. He read the letter, and was williiig 
to fliew ft me^ without telling me from wboih 
it caMe, nor for whom it was ; but he pro- 
miied t& inform me farther about it at Madrid. 
Finding tt well writ, it c^me into my mind^ 
that yon would'be perhaps ghd tO fee the flilv 
af a SpaniOl lady, when fte Writet to th6re 
Sk loves. I prayed rbe knight fo let me uke 
a copy of it; but it is certain the tranflatiofl' 
takes away macb ttf the beauty of the originals 
Here it is; 

**ETery 
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*' Every thing contributes to afflid mcin 
the unTortunate embalTy you have undertaken^ 
not to mention that didaiice is the banc of 
the ftrongeft Triendfltip. I cannot flatter my- 
felf, that a rupture between the fovercign« 
may abridge the time of your abfence, and 
reltore mc a bielling without. which I can no 
longer lire. OF all the princes of Europe, he 
to whom you are fent, is the moll at union 
with us. I can forefee no war with hinia 
and this fcourge with which heaven punifhes 
the guilty, would be to me a thoufand times 
more welcome than peace : yes, I would be 
.glad to bear alone all the difalters of it, to fee 
niy lands wafted,, my houfes burnt, to lofe 
my eftate and my liberty, provided we could 
be together, and that without yoi^ £hare ia 
■ my misfortunes, I could enjoy the pleafure of 
feeing you; you may judge by thefe difpofir 
tions of the condition I am in, when I think 
that you are really going away, that I remain 
at Madrid, that I dare not follow you> that 
my duty fli^les immediately the projefts that I 
might make to comfort myfelf, and that I lofe 
you, in fine, at a time wherein I have moft 
reafon to be perfuaded of your friondOiip, and 
vherein I feel more the marks you gave me of 
it i I ibould conceal from you my grief, and add 
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none toyour's; but how can I weep and weep 
without you. Alu, alasJ I {ball be foon 
forced lo weep alone. Are you not afraid fo 
lively an afflidion will kill me, and can you 
- .not feign yourfclf Tick, that you nuy not leave 
me, think of all the advantages which aie 
included in this propofition ; but I am a fool 
to make it to you, you will prefer the King's 
orders before mine, and jt would bring me 
into new vexations to put you on fuch a proof. 
Adieu, I allc you nothing, becaufe I have 
too much to afk you } I was never fo much 

»meted." 

As I ended the tranflating this letter which 
I fend you, the Alcade's Ion came to fee me j 
he was a young man who had a good opinion 
of bimfeir, and who was a true guap. l>t 
not that word offend you, dear caufm } guap 
is the fame in Spanifh, as a brave galknt and 
fpark is with us. His hair was parted on the 
crown of his head, and tied behind with a 
: blue ribbon, about four fingers breadth, and 
about two yards long, which hung down at 
its full length i his breeches were of- black 
velvet, buttoned down on each knee with five 
or fix buttons ; he hdd a veft on To fliort, that 
it fcarce reached below his pockets, a fcol- 
loped 

C.x,gIo . 
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k^ 4ocAlet, wkh kaogiiig JleevM,, Abottt 
four ftogera breadth, made of wftitc etnbrOi> 
dertd JaRixi. Hit eloak ««*■ of blsek ba^s, 
ijAd he being a fpaf k, hod wnfped it roiBid 
Ks arAt> bccaoftf this m more galUni, with- a 
yery tigtrt bttckfer iA his hartd, and wMcb b» 
i fleet ptlce ftanding eirt in the oiiddle j tlK)r 
carry it with them when they walk in the 
A^ht 60 any occafion ; he held in the other 
band a fnrord, longer than an halF-pike,'aiid 

- Are iron for ila guard was enough to tnike a 
hreaft and back-pfaie. Thrfe fwOrds being 
&> long that they cannor be drawn out, unlefs- 
a mart has the arms of a giant ; the Qieath 
fliercfore flies open in laying the finger on a 
Sttle fpring. He had l(k«wife a dagger, whofe 
blade was very narrbw } U was IMened to bia 
belt on his back j he had fuch a ftrait collar, 
that be could neither (loop nor turn Sbout his 

' bead. Nothing c^n be more ridiculous tbwi 
what they wear about their necks, for it is , 
BCither a ruff, band, nor cravat. His hat was 
ef a prbdigioni fite, with a great band twifted 
about it, bigger than a mourning oM. Rii 
fhoes were of as fine leather as that whereof 
gloves are made, and A\ fiafhed and cut, 
aotwithftanding the cold, and To exaAIy cfob ~ 
to hh fee^ and hafing. m heeli^ that the; 
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feemed rMbe^ ptAed 6n. In cmering, he 
Hiaic me a reverence tfter ihc Spanifli r>lbion> 
Im two legi Crop's oat another* Mid Itooping, 
aa women de vrticn th^ fidaie one another i. 
he wai Itcongly perfumed, uid they are all f«}. 
lui vifit was not Long i he was vevj hnk j he- 
fbi^ot not to te]] me that fat wort often to. 
Madrid, and that tlutc were no eoaiUH e£ 
bulls wherein he ventsred net hta lift. Bue 
as the little cars which wa« taken (^ letMrs,. 
run in my mind, and troubkd me}. I told 
him of the coniier whoat my pec^le had found 
afieep on the ftairi. He anfwcied me, that 
this happened from the neglcd of the great 
poft-nuAer, oE to fynk better, in that h» 
would gain to& mach» Rid that if tht King 
kjMw of it, he would' not fuffcr it. This. 
name of great poft-mifter made me cNijuire 
of htm, whcdhea any: on* rode poft in Spain. 
Ha told: me, yes ; provided tbey bad t6e 
King's leave, or of the gteat-maflier, whd ia 
alway> a perfon oi a dtSinS bicth ; and that 
unleit you have aa order well figned,, and in, 
good form, yoa can have no bocfei. B«^ 
raid I to him, a man who has fought a dud, 
or has other rcafbns to. haften away, what 
doe* he ? ** Nothing, madam» faid ht to me,, 
if bft bas good bor&t b« loaku «£> of Mttm j. 
aad 
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and if he has not, he is perplexed enough i 
but when oue will go poiV, and parci not di- 
re^ly from Madrid, it is fufficient to tdcc a 
billet from the Aicade, which is to fay, go- 
vernor of the towns where you pafs." My 
curiofiiy being faiiefied on this fubjed, the 
gallant Spaniard withdrew, and wc fupped 
altogethn. 

I had been Tome time in bed and alleep, 
when I was awakened by the ringing of bells, 
and by a confufed miife of dreadful voices. 
I knew not as yet what was he caufe, when 
Don Feinand de Toledo, and Don Frederic 
dc Cardonna, without knocking at my door, 
burlt it open, and calling out to me as loud 
as they could to make me hear, (for they 
had* light) came both of them to my bed, 
and throwing my gown upon me, they cxr- 
lied me aw^y, with my daughter, as quick 
as fhcy could to the top of the houfe. It is 
impoffible to reprefent to you my aftonifii- 
ment and fear, I afked them at length, what 
was the matter? They told me the thaw was 
come down all of a fudden, with fuch a great 
v■o]e^ce,^ that the rivers being fwelled by the 
torrents, which fell from all fides of the 
mountains, with which the town is furround- 
«di bad fallea on it, aod overflo>^ed it, that 
u 
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at the inftant when they came to take me, the 
water had already got to my chamber, and 
that all was in horrid confufion j they needed 
fay no more, for I heard dreadful cries and 
fiirieks, and the water (hook the whole houfe. 
I was never fo fcized with fear in al) my life ; 
I affedionately regretted my own country : 
Alas ." faid I, I l;ave travelled a long way to 
come to drown myfelf on the fourth ftory 
of an inn at Aranda. All raillery apart, I 
thought ferioufly my laft hour was come, and 
I was fo troubled [hat I was twenty times 
thinting to intreat thcfc gentlemen to hear 
ote in confcffion. I believe that in the fequel 
they would have more laughed at it than I. 
We were till day in continual alarms ; but 
the Alcade, and the inhabitants of the town 
fofpeedily and efieftually ftirred themfelves 
in turning afide the lorrcnts, and forcing the 
.'waters away, that we were only affrighted ; 
two of our mules were drowned ; my litters 
and cloaths were fo foaked in water, that to 
dry them we were obliged to tarry one whole 
day ; and this was no eafy matter, for there 
arc no chimnies in the inns, they heated the 
oven, and put my cloaths in it. I can aflTure 
you, I have not gained any thing in this un- 
happy inundation : I lay down after this, or 
to 
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to (pOk b«tter, I tadied myfelf, my ht& be- 
ing as wet 19 any thing t\tt. 

My Mt^w fravtikn tbovght fk to let me 
Kit k little I I have emplo^d one part idf My 
IqITuk time In writing tb ^ot. Adian, liear 
cosfui 1 it ii (tine to fiAlA ; I aiA ev», lAore 
youf's tliali atiy btAfi ia the wmI^. 

FfDin Aran<j« de Diiefe> 
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TH E cxaAaefi I oblbrta in giving y*u 
an accoaAt Of Akigi which I jiid^ 
worthy of yoir cMiofity, (luti me of ten timit 
on enquiriei iMo fevenrf particulars wbidi I 
fliould Inve otherwife ooiktod, bad you not 
perfuided me that you are « grnt lovA of 
aovelttn, and that you love ta travel without 
going out of yonr clofet. 

We parted from Araoda in a time of thaw, 

which >8 it rendered the air wai'mer, fe k 

made the wayi more trouUefome. We cane 

feoM lima altet to tbe mouataia of Samo- 

zieirak 
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zierra, which parts the Old Caftile from the 
New i and we iriVcrled it not without diS- 
caky, as well for its height, ai the quantitjr 
of fnow, with which the bottoms were filled, 
and into which we fometiities fell as froA 
precipices, believing the «^]r even. They 
call this ptb the Puerto, which name mc- 
thinks fliould be only given to a part w ere 
one embarki on the fea, ' or a river ; but it is 
thus, they call the pa&ge frmn one ktAgdoM 
tS another, and yon make youf way to your 
coft, fbr the King's ofiseri wait for travd- 
lera in the road^ and let them not go till they 
have paid what they requir*. 

In arriving at Buitrago, we were at wet ti 
Ac night of the inundation at Aranda* and 
tbengh I kept my titur, I feh no lefi the in- 
ceminodioufnefa of the weather, than if I had 
been on foot or horfebacki becaafe the litterk 
art fo badiy clofed and made in this country, 
tbxt when the nnlw pafs through any w»> 
ter, they throw up with thtir feet part of 
the water into the litter, wbkA then remaiiM. 
So that I was forced in arriving, to change 
my linen and doaths. Afterwnds Don Fer- 
nand, the three knights, my daughter, arid 
my women, wmt with nc to the caftlc I had 
been (b often tdd of. 

It 
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It appeared to me as regularly built as thit 
of Lermi,' not fo large, but in every degree 
as pleaCant : the apartments are better coa- 
trivcd, and the furniture is richer and verjr 
lingular, as well for its antiquity as magnifi- 
cence. This caftlc, as well as that of Lersu, 
-belongs to Don Rodrigo dc Silva de Mendofa, 
Duke de Paftrona and de I'lnbntada. His 
mother's name is Donna Kathcrina de Men- 
dofa & Sandora), hcirefs of the Dutchies of 
Infantada and Lerma. It defcends from fa- 
ther to fon of Ruy Gomes de Silva, who was 
made Dulce of Paftrana, and Prince of 
£boIy by King Philip XL This Princefs 
d' Eboly, who has been fo much talked of 
for her beauty, was bis wife, and the King 
was paffionatcly in love with her : they fiiewed 
me her piAure ; flie is reprefented at her whole 
length, fitting under a tent fattened to fome 
boughs of trees; flie feems as if fhe were 
rifmg, for (he has only a fine linen cloih on 
facr, which lets ore part of her body be feen. 
If flie were as handfome as her picture makes 
her, and if her features were fo regular, {he 
mult be allowed the mod charming woman in 
the world. Her eyes are fo lively and full of 
fpirit, that it kerne as if fhe was about fpeak- 
ing to you. Her neck, arms, feet, and legs 
are 
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are naked ; her hair falls down on her brealls, 
uid little cupids which appear every where 
about her, prefs on one another to ferve hcr^ 
fome had her flippers^ others are ready to ftrew 
flowcra on ber, and fome hold her looking- 
glaTs. Others are fcen farther off, who arc 
fbarpening their arrows, whilft others fill . 
their quivers with them, and bend their bow. 
A fawn looks on her through boughs, fhe 
lees him and Ihews him to a little cupid, who 
is leaning on her knees, and weeps as if he 
was a^Id of it, at which fhe feems to fmile, 

I remiined a great -while looking on this 
pifiurc with pleafurc; but I was made topafs 
into a gallery where I faw her again. She 
was. painted in a large piece attending 
Queen Elizabeth, daughter to Henry II. 
King of France, whom Philip II. King 
of Spain efpoufed, inftead of giving her to 
Don Carlos his fan, to whom ihe had been 
promifed. The Queen made her entrance 
on horfeback, as it is the cuftom, and I found 
the Princefs Ebaly lefs {hining near her than 
flie appeared to me when alone. • You may 
hereby judge of the charms of this young 
Queen ; fhe had a blue fattin gowo, but as to 
the reft, juft as I reprefented to you the 
Councefs of Lemos. The King flood in a 
balcony 
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balcony to fee ker paTi by. He had a black 
fuit Vtth a collar of the goUco fleece ; hn 
hair reddA and greyi long vili^e, old, 
wrinkled, and ugly *. The Infant Don Carlos 
accompanied <be Queui) he was vary fair, 
m fine bead, tus hair of a light yellow, his 
eyes blue, and he looked on the Queen with 
fo moving an air, that it appeared the painter - 
knew the Acret of his heart, and would cx- 
prefa it. Hi< habit was white, embroidered 
with precious ftones i he was in his doublet, 
with his hat buttoned on one fide, and co- 
vered widi white feather*. 

I faw in the fame gallery another piece 
which much aSe£Ud me, which was the 
Prince EJon Carlos dying ; he was fitting in 
a chair, leaning with bu arm on a table be- 
fore him, holding a pen in his faaod, as if he 
would have wrote fbmcthing j there was a 
veflel by faim, wherein appeared a fort of 
black liquor, which apparently was defigned 
for poiTon. A little further you fee the bath 
prcparii^ for him, where his veins were to 
be opened ; the painter had perfcAly well re* 
pnfented the confufion of fo melancholy an 
oceafion, and having read bis hiftory, and 
b<ing much afli3ed with it, metbougbt I 

*Klii|Pbllipwu tli«it ngaoretluajS/eariof s|e. 
faw 



Fit o.M SPAIN. iij 

iav him reall]> dying. 2 wu toU thefe pies«( 
were of incAimiuble ralM. . . 

I was ftftmimdi fiondiideJ into « cham- 
ber, wiu>f« furaicure had belonged to the 
ArcfadutchcA Margucriu of AtiflrUi go- 
Teroefs of <hc low coumrie*) tuad it ja |»i:«- 
tcnded flu had worked it }ierlflf ; tben It 4 
neatly wnought bed of flowers, woodft, wi- 
aak, and future .of all cc]9n» fiat hM^pgn 
arethc&me, and the difitte»t.colQn therWH- 
do male a very agreeable fliew. Ani iJlis i* 
what i found mofl; remarkable in t)w pidle 
of Buiirago, and it growing late we Ifft ir. 

It was fcveral days fioce I had thfi plegj^Fa 
of feeing the playing at onbfc, I thervfiWW 
caufed the cardj to be brought. Don Fw- 
nand, with two of the knights, began the 
game, and iintereftmyfclf, as.I wasufedtodo, 
and Don £flrcv£ dc Carjaval did the lifce ; tg 
that after we had feen tbeoa play feme lime, 
1 demanded of him to whom nf the thjree 
knights was the commaBd^ribip. ' whence they 
came whea. I met them. He anfwcfed dk, 
'' It did not belong to any one of tbepi j th«t 
he had been to fee one of their coflamoti 
friends on a vexatioui accident which ba4 
happened to him in hunting." Failing on 
the ful^eS of commvidcrfliipfi I ijurctted 
hiin 

.....A-.ooglo 
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him to inform me whether the o'rden of St.' 
Jam«a Calatrava, and Alcantara were - an.-' 
cient. He anfwered me; " It wai above Ave 
hundred yeart finte[;tbcy had fubfiAed ; that 
formerly theorder ofCalUrava wis called the 
Gallant; that of St. Jamei, the Rioh ; and- 
that of Alcantara, the Noble. . That which, 
made them be called thus, was that ordinarily 
there entered only young cavaliers^ into. Calax 
trava; that St. Jamca't was. richer, than the 
two others, and that to be received a- Jenight 
of Alcantara, one muft make his proofs of 
our races, whereas to enter into the others, 
there needed only two. In former times, 
when thefe orders were eftabliflied, the knights 
made vows, lived. moft regularly in commu> ' 
nity, and wore arms only to combat the 
Moors i but afterwards the greateft lords of 
the kingdom entered iiito it, who obtained 
the liberty to marry, under this condition, 
that they fhould be obliged to demand an 
exprefs difpenfatton, from the holy fee, one 
muft have the King's letter, give proofs of his 
nobility, and likewife prove he is defcended 
from Old Chrifli^ns, which is to fay, there hare 
entered no Jews nor Moors into his fathers 
and mother's family. Pope Innocent VIII. 
gave in 1489 to King Ferdinand and 
his 
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hit rucceflbrs, the difporal of all the comman- 
derihips of thefc three orders, which arc called 
Military. The King of Spain difpofe* of 
them in cSeSt under the title of Perpetual 
Adminiftrator j and he enjoys three great 
mafterlhips, which bring him in above four . 
thoufand crowns a ycqr> When he holds fe 
chapter, as great maftcr of the order, or any 
other aflembly, the knights have the privilege 
to lit and be covered in his prefence." Don 
Efteve added, " That the order of the Cala- . 
trava had thirty-four commanderfhips, and 
eight prioTte?, valued at one hundred and 
twenty thoufand ducats per annum ; that Al- 
cantara bad thirty-three commanderlhtps, four 
- alcadies, and four priories, which yielded 
eighty thoufand ducats, and that the cighty- 
feven commanderfhips of St. James, as well 
in Caftillc as in the kingdom of Leon, were 
valued at two hundred and feventy-two thou- 
fand ducats. You may hereby judge, madam, 
continued he, th^t there are fome helps for the 
poor gentlemen of Spain." 

'* I agree; faidl to him, thatthis would be 
very advantageous for them, were they the 
only perfons admitted into thefe three orders. 
But I think you now told me, that the 
great «ftlorda pofleCi the bell commanderfliips.'* 

Vol. I, " h " TJiia 
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** This is by a general rule, fatd he, that thofe 
who have much will have more, although 
there is the grcateftjuftice others Oiould have 
a Ihare ; and the eldeft of great quality might 
have wherewith to fatisfy them in obtaining 
the order of the Fleece, which extremely dif- 
tinguifbei thofc whom the King honors with 
it. However, this being a favor accompar 
nied with no levenue, and b^mg not ealily 
obtained, few people ftek it, and you fee or- 
dinarily none^but princes have it." " If you 
know who inftituted this order of the Fleece, 
faid I to him, you will oblige me in inform- 
ing me." " It is pretended, replied he, that 
in the time when the Moors poflefled the bed 
and grealeft: part of Spain, a pious peafant 
praying one day carneflly to God to deliver 
the kingdom from thefe intidels, perceived an 
angel coming down from heaven who gave 
him a Seecc of gold, and commanded him to - 
make ufe of it to gather troops, becaufe at 
this fight he would nbt be rcfuftd followers 
to fight, the enemy. This . holy man 
obeyed } and feveral gentlemen took up 
arms in efle£t on what he told them. 

'< The fuccefs of this cnterprize aofwered 
the hope conceived of it. So that Philip the 
Good, Duke of Burgundy, jnftituted the or- 
der 
L., ..u...C.ooglc 
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ier of the Golden Fleece, in the honor o{ 
God, of (he Virgin, and St. Andrew, in th? 
year 1429, and the day of his mairiage with 
Ifabella, daughter to the King of Portugal, 
was chofen for this ceremony. It was made 
at Bruges, it ordained, that the Dulce of 
Burgundy Ihould be perpetual chief of the 
order, becaufe St, Andrew is patron of Bur- 
gundy. Thofe who have it are called Gaval~ 
Ura'sJelTufint which is to fay. Knights of 
the Fleece ; and one may hence remark, that 
there is a difference in relation to this order, 
faying, when one fpealcs of (he others, that 
fucb a one is Knight of the order of St. 
James, or the order of Calatrava." 

In the time when we were thus talking* 
we heard a noife, as of a coach and atten- 
dants that flopped i not Jong after, Don Fre- 
deric de pardonna's valet de cambre entered 
into my chamber, to tell his mader, that the 
Archbilhop of Burgos was arrived. 

" This is an happy encounter for me, 
faid hcj for 1 parted expreftly from Madrid 
to fee him ; and having not found him -at 
Burgos, I was.not a little troubled at it." 

** Fortune is always on your lide, faid Don 

Sancho, fmiling to him, but not to rctaril 

tbepleafure of feeing this lUuftrious kinfman, 

hi we 
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wc win leave off* our game." Don Fernajul 
and Don Sancho arofe. " Undoubtedly, fays 
Don Eflcvc, Don Frederic will be of our 
Company this night." ** I am of another 
mind, replied Don Ferdinand ; the Archbi- 
fhop is one of the mod: obliging pcrfons in 
the world ; ai foon as ever he icnows here it 
a French lady, he will give her a vifit." ♦* He 
will do me a great deal of honor, anfwered 
I, but yet I fhall be a little perplexed, for we 
mutl fup and go to reft betimes." I had 
fcarce ended thefc words, when Don Frederic 
returned again. 

•* As foon as ever the Archbilhop knew 
there was a llrange lady at Buytrago, fald be 
to me, he no longer minded me t and if 
you pieafe, madam, he will come and offer 
you whatever depends on him in this coun- 
try." 

I anTwered this civility as I ought; and 
Don Frederic being returned to him, con- 
duced him a while after into my chamber. 
I found him extraordinary ciiil, he (poke 
little, and obferved the gravity befitting his 
character, and the Spanilh nation. He much 
* bewailed my making (o long a jouruey in fo 
rigorous a feafon, and intreatcd me to lay my 
commands on him ia fcmcthing wherein be 
might 
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might obey me. This is the ufual compli" 
pltment in this country ; he had ^^ng caf- 
Ibclc over his cloaths, which were of purple 
velvet, with high ruffled Heevcs, which reached 
to his very ears, and ■ pair of fpeflacles on 
hia nofe. 

He fent for a little monkey, which he would 
needs give, my daughter, and though I was 
. troubled . at it, I could not refift his Entrea- 
ties, and the deflre my daughter had of ac- 
cepting it. Every time the Archbifbop took , 
tobacco, which he often did, the little ape 
reached out hts paw to him, and he put fome 
on it, which he made as if be would take. 
This prelate told nae, the King of Spain ex- 
peded, with extream impatience, the anfwer 
of the Marquis de los Balbares, on the or- 
ders he had given him on the demand of 
Mademoifelle from the French King. *' If hi* 
Moll Catholic Majcfty's greatnefe be confi- 
dered, continued he, this marriage mufl- cer- 
tainly be elleemed very honorable ; for when 
the fun goes down in one part of bis domi- 
nions, it rifes In another. And this monarch 
enjoys not alone his grandeur, be has the 
pleafure of fharing it to his fubje^, he it in 
a condition to recompence them, to make 
tbetn happy, to put them into high place*, 
L 2 where 
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where their whole ambition is faiisficc!, and 
wherein they receive the fame honor as fove- 
reigns; and is not this what a King ought 
- to wifhj to be in a capacity to recompence 
magnificently the fervices which are rendered 
him, and force even an unthankful perfon to 
become grateful. It is a (iirprifing thing, 
the number of employs for men of the fword 
and the gown, which his Maje&y every day 
beftows." 

" Several perfons have fpoken to me of this, 
as you do, my lord, laid I to him, but I hope 
to be perfciftly inftru£l«d in it at Madrid." 
<* I am able to inform you, at Icaft in part of 
what you would know, replied he, fome rea- 
fons have obliged me to take a little abfiraft, 
and which I think 1 have a^ut me." He 
immediately delivered it to me; and having 
kept the copy of it, and it appearing curious 
to mc, I ihall (berefore here, dear coufin, 
tranflate it for you. 

Vice-Royalties which depend on the King' 

of Spain. 
Naples, Sicily, Arragon, Valentia, Navarre, 
Sardinia, Catalonia; and in New Spain^ 
Peru. 

Governments 

" L., ..u...C.ooglc 
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Governments of Kingdoms and Provinces. 
TheStstesof Flanders, Milan, Galicia, Bif- 
caj', the ifles of Majorca and Minorca. 
Seven governments in the Weft-Indies, viz. 
the ifles of Madeira, Cape Vert, Mina, 
St. Thomae, Angola, Brafilj'and Algerves ; 
in Africa, Ifeuta, Maragan ; in the Eaft, 
the Phillipin illands. 

Bifbopricks and Archbifiiopricks in the Moft 
Catholic King's nomination, fince Pope 
Adrian VI. yielded his right' of nomina- 
tion. 

Fiift, in the two Ciftilles the Archbifbop- 
rick of Toledo, whofe Archbifliop is Primatft 
of Spain, Great Chancellor of Caftille, and 
Counfellor of State. He fpeaks to the ftates 
and in the council, immediately after the 
King ; and he is ufually conCultcd on all im- 
portant affairs. He has three hundred and 
.fifty thoufand crowns a year, and his clergy 
four hundred thoufand. 
■ The Archbifliop of Braga in Portugal, who 
is Spiritual and Temporal Lord of the City, 
and who for a mark of his authority, carries 
his crofter in his hand, and his fword by his 
fide, pretends to the Primacy of Spain, and 
L 4 difputea 
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dil^utes it wjih the Archbilhop of Toledoi 
becaufe this Primacy was heretofore held at 
Sevitlr, afterwards tranflated to Toledo, by 
reafon of the invafion of the Moors, and that 
Toledo being &IIen into their hand^, it was 
'tranflated to Braga, fo that the Archbifhop 
' long polTelTed this dignity ; but after the Spa- 
niardi had retaken Toledo, the Arcbbifliop 
re-demanded his Primacy, he of Braga would 
not confent to rcQore it ; and this difference 
being not yet terminated, they both afTume 
ihU title. 

The Archbilhoprick of Seville is worth an- 
mially three hundred and fifty thoulVnd ducats^ . 
aod its chapter above an hundred thoufand. 
Nothing can be feen finer than this cathedra). 
Among other things remarkable, there is a 
tower built with brick, near two hundred 
feet in circumference, and above one hiindred 
in height. Another tower is raifed above it, 
which is fa weli contrived within, that a man 
may ride on htx^eback to the top of it. The 
outflde is painted and gilt. 

The >Vrchbi(hoprick of St. James's dc 
Compoftelfa is worth near fixty thoufand 
ducats, and its Chapter an hundred thou* 
fand. 

Thfl 
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The Archbiffaoprick of Gnaida is valued 
at forty tboufand ducats. 
That of Burgoa nefii* as inuc;h. 

The Archbiihopfick of 
SarragolTa, fifty thoufand ducats a year, 
AviU, twenty thoufand. 
Valencia, forty thoufasd. 

The Biflioprick of 
Aftorgas, twelve thou£uid ducsts a year. 
Cuenfa, more than fifty theufund. 
Cordova, about forty thouland. 
Siguenfa, the fame. 
Segovia^ twenty-five thoufand. 
Calahorra, twenty thoufaad.- 
Salamanca, fomethtng moie. 
Placentia, fifty thoufand. 
Palancia, twenty-five thoufand.. 
Jaca, above thirty thoufand. 
Malaga, forty dioufand. 
Ofma, twenty-two thoufand. 
Zamora, twenty thourand. 
Coria, twenty thouland, « 
CiudadRodrigo, ten thoufand. 
The Canary Iflands, twelve tboufandL^ 
Lugo, eight thoufand. 
MoBdenedo, ten tbonfaixl. 

L 5 Ovied*, 
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Oviedo, twenty thoufand. 
Leon, twcniy-two tbou(and. 
PampeluDe, twentjT'Cight tboitTan^. 
Cain, twelve thouland^ 
Orenfa, ten thouland, 
Onguda, ten thoufand, 
Almeria, five thoufand, 
Guadix, ninety dKHifandw 
Tuy, four thousand. 
Badajoz, eighteen thoufand, 
Vailladolid, fifteen thoufand. 
Huefca,' twelve thoufand. 
Tarozona> fourteen thousand. 
Balbaftro, fevcn thoufand. 
Albervacin, fix thoufand-. 
Tervel, twelve thoufand^ 
Jaca, fix thoufand. 

I ought not to omit obfervin^^ that the f a>- 
thedral of Cordova is extraordinary fiately ; it 
' was built by Abderhaman, who ruled over 
all the Moors- in Spain. It fcrved them for 
a mofque tn the year 787. But the ChrilUans 
having (aken Cordova in 1236, tbey made a 
church of this mofque. It has twenty^four 
great gatcs^ all.of them carved with orna> 
ments of fteel : its length is fix hundred feet,, 
and its breadth^ty. It il is perfedly well 
propojdooedi 



J R. O M SPAIN. 227 

proportioned and Tuftained by eight hundred 
and fifty pillars, the greatcft of which are of 
Jafper, and the others of black marble, of » 
foot and a half diameter. The roof u ad- 
mirdVy well painted ; and one may from 
hence judge of the magnificent humor of 
the Moors. 

It is hard to believe, after what I have 
written of the cathedral of Cordova, that that 
of Leon is yet more confiderable ; yet nothing 
is more true, and this is what has given oc- 
cafion to what is commonly C»ld, that the 
church of Leon is the fineft in all Spain, the 
church of Toledo the richef^, that of Seville 
the greater, and that of Salamanca the 
fliongeft. 

The cathedral of Malaga is admirably well 
fet forth, and juftly proportioned j the dcfk 
in the choir coft one hundred and five thou- 
fand crowns, and all the reft anfwers to this 
magnificence. 

Principalites of Catalonia. 
The Archbifhoprick of Tarr;^ane, and of . 

Barcelona. 
The Bifhoprick of Lerida, Urge!, Gironne, 
Vique, Salfona, Toitofa, lUm- 

1b 
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In Italy. 
The Aichbiflioprkk of Btindes^ Lanciaoo, 

Matera, Otrante, Rucli, Salerna, Traxii^ 

Tarante. 
The Bifboprick of AriaHO> Acerra, Ai^ttiU 

Coftan, CaftelamaK. 

Kingdom of Naples *. 
The Bifboprick of Gaeta, Galipoli, Gniove- 
nazzo, Mofula, Monopoli, Puzzol, P<v> 
tenzajTrivento^ Tropea, Dugento. 

Kingdom of Sicily. 
The Archbifhoprick of Patcrma, Mooteral. 
The Bilhoprick of GirgentOi Mazara, Mef- 

fina, Parti, Ccfalu, Catania, Zaragoxa*, 

Malte. 

At Milan f. 
The Archbiflioprick of Milan. 
The Bllboprick of Vigevano. 

Ktogdom erf Majorca. 
The Bi&op of Majorca. 

* The Idngdom of N>pla is now liepantcd from Spiin,, 
and belong! to the King of the two SieilTS, li>n to hii pre-. 
iatt Mijefty of Spain. 

f Mibn bu b]> treat/ long fioce ceded to tlie Empeiar. 

Kingdom. 

■ C.x,gIo ■ 
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Kiagjiom.ot SaRlinia. 
The Archbtftiop of Cagliari, OriJfhii, Sacer. 
The Bilhoprick of A^ucndu, Bosoj Ai» 
pariw. 

In Africa. 
The Biflu^rkk or Tanger^ and of Ceuta. 

In the Iddiet. 

The ArchbUhop of Got. 

The Biihoprick of Madeira, Angola in the 
Tetcere illes, Capeverde> St. Thoiiia«> 
Codiin, Malara, Malit^or, Macao. 

Froip all the ArchbiAtoptidu tnd Bilhc^ 
licks there comes notding to the Pope from 
de Btihop that dies, nor whilft the benefice 
'is vacant. It will be a har<l matter to recite 
the number of Abbics and other dignities to 
vhich the King of Spain pfcfents. 

We fluJl now mention the fix Archbi- 
fiiopricks-, and- the thirty-two Bifhopricks of 
New Spain, of its iHes, and of Peru. 

The Archbiflioprick trf the city of Los 
Reyes, capital of the province of Peru, is 
valued at near thirty thoulaiid crowns per 
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The BiOioprick of 
Arequipa> fixtcen .thoufand crowns a year. 

TruxUip, fourteen thoufuid. 

St. Francifco de Quito, eighteen tboulaiuL 

The gicat lown of Curco, twenty-four tbou- 

fand. 
St, John of Vi^ory, eight thOufand. 
Panama, fix thoufand. 
Cliite, five thoulanJ. 
Of our ladjr of Chije, fbtty tboufand'. 

The Archbiftoprick of 
Bogota, in the kingdom of Granada, fourteen 

ttioufand. 
Popaya, five [houfand. 
Carthagena, fix thoufand. 
St> Maria, eighteen thoufand. 

The Bilhoprkk of Plata, in the province 
of Los Charcas, lixty thoufand crowns. The 
Archdeacon of this Bidoprick has five thou- 
fand. The Mailer of the children of the 
choir, the Chaunter, and the Treafurer, each 
four thoufand. Six Canons, each three thou- 
fand. Six other dignities, valued each at 
one thoufand eight hundred crowns. And 
one may obferve by the riches of the Chapter 
of Plata, that the otheri have not much lefs. 
The 
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The Archfaiflioprick of La Plata has for Suf- 
fragans, the BUhopTiclt of 
Paz, Tutuman, Saota Cruz^ de la Sierra, 

Pariquay de Buenos Ayres, Del Rio de la 

Plata. 
The Archbifliop of St. James, in the province 

of Tutuman, is worth fix hundred crowns. 

The Bilhoprick of . 
St. Lawrence de lai Barrancas, twelve thoit- 
' fand crowns. 
Baragua, fixieen tboufand. 
La Sante Trinite, fifteen thonfanA 

The Archbiflioprick of Mexico, ereAed in 
1518, twenty thoufand rcalcs. 

The Biihoprick of Los Angelos, fifty thou- 
fand reales. 

The Biflioprict of 
-Valadolid, of the province Mechoacan, four- 
teen thoufand crowns. 
Antcquara, fcven thoufand crowns a year. 
GuadaUxara, province of the New GJicia^ 

feven thtMi^d. 
Durango» four thouland. 

Meiida, 
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Merida, capiul of the province of Yucatan* 

sight ihoufand. 
Sanii^O) in the province of Guatamala* 

eight thoufand. 
Santiago Lc<»i, three thoufaftd, 
Chiapa, five thouTand. 

The ArchbiOiop of St. Domingo, of jhc S^ 
oilh iflands. Primate of the Indies, three 
tboufand. 

The ArchbiOioprick of 
St. Juan de Porto Rico, fiFtj> tboufand reales. 
The illes of Cuba, eight. tboufand. 
St. Anna d<. Coro, eight thoufand. 
Camayagua, capital of the province <tf Hoii- 
duras, three thoubnd. 

The Archhillioprick Metropolitan of Manila, 
capital of the Phitlippian illands, three 
thoufand crowns, which the King is obliged 
to pay hioi, by the Bull graoced in 159$. 
The King likewife pays the Chapter the 
htncfutn. This Archbi&opfick has three- 
SulFragans, vIz. One in the iile of Cebti, 
the other in that of LuBoa> and the third 
in Comorina. 

Having 

D5 .ij ...Google 
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Having read the memoranduin whibh tbe 
Archbifhop of Surgos gave, and cauled it to 
be copied out, he withdrew, praying nie that * 
I would permit him to fend htsolio to me> 
becaufe it was re^dy, and that I could not 
get any thing better for my fupper. I thanked 
him, and told him, the fame reafon obliged 
me to refufe it, feeing without it he would 
make as bad a fupper as we. 

Yet Don Frederic de Cardonna was al- 
ready gone to fetch it, aod he returned ladea 
with a great filver pot ; but he was much 
itirprifed in finding it faftened with a lock : 
thi) is ufual in Spain. He would needs have 
had the key of the cook who, (taking it ill 
that hia m^er would pot eat his olio) an- 
fwered, " That he h»4 >*nfo't«n'^<'ly loft t^^ 
key in the liiow, and knew not how to 
open it." 

Don Frederic vexed at this, would, not- 
withtlanding my intreatics, go and acquaint 
the Aichbifliop with it, who ordered his 
major-domo to look after it. He threatened 
the cook, and the fcene pafled fo near my 
chamber, that I heard the whole of it ; but 
that part which pleafed me' moft were the 
cook's anfwecs, who faid, Ne futdo gadtctr 
M 
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la rinoy Jiendo Chriftiana viejo, hidalgo com el 
Rty y pm mat ; which is to fay, " I cannot 
bear the being reprimanded, who am of die 
race of Old Chriftians, who are noble as tbe 
King, and fomething more." 

It is commonly at this rate the Spaniards 
value themfclves. This fame blade was not 
only vain- glorious, but obftinatcly conceited ; 
and whatever could be done or faid to him, 
would not make him deliver the key of the 
pot, fo that the olio lematned in it untouched 
for us. 

We went to bed late^ fo that not rifing 
very early, all that I could do before I let 
outi was to fini(h this letter, and to-morrow 
1 (ball begin another, wherein yoa Ihall be 
informed of the reft of my travels. 

From Boilrago^ 
March i,^. 
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WE can e:iril]r perceive tliat we are not 
far from Madrid ; the weather is fair 
notwithftandtng the feafon^ and we haVe no 
more need of 6re ; but it feccns very ftrange 
to us, that in the inns which are neareft to 
this great town, you ate worfe ufed than in 
thofe which are an hundred leagues diftant * 
you would think you came rather into delatts, 
than near a town where rcfides fo great a 
monarch ; and I can alTure you, dear couliO) 
that in our whole courfct I have not nut with 
an houfe or caftle that has pleafed me ; I am 
much amazed at it, for I thought that in this 
country, as in ours, I lliould find fine walks, 
and curious feats, whereas you can fcarcely 
fee any trees, fave fome few which grow in 
fpite of the foil : and at this time, when I an 
but ten leagues from Madrid, my chamber 
fiands even with the liable ; it is an hole that 
needs a light at noon, but what kind of light, 
think you i you had better have none at all ; 
for this is a lamp which baniihes all cbcarful- 
neft 
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ncfs by its glimmering tight, and your keahh 
' by its ftinking tceat : and go where you will, - 
though to the curate of the parifh for a candle, 
you will not find one, and 1 dbubt much 
whether there be any in his church. Here 
every where a fad fcenc of poverty prefents 
itfelf to your fight. Don Fernand de Toledo, 
who took notice of my aftonifhment, alTured 
me, Ilhould fee very line things At Madrid; 
but I could not forbear telling him, I could 
not eaitly imagioe il : it is true, the Spaniards 
bear up under th«ir indigence with fuch an 
■ir of gravity as would deceive one, the very 
peafants telling their fleps as th^ walk} they 
•re mightily inquifttive after news, as if ib^r 
whole being depended thereon. I have bad 
many of them come into my chamber without 
uiy ceremony, and without cloaths on their 
backs, or fhoes cm their feet, entreating me 
to tell them what I knew of the court c^ 
- France. ^ After I had fpokc to them, they 
have examined what I faid, and argued on it - 
imong themfeWei in fuch a manner, as fhcwed 
great fenfe, and a lively apprehenfion : this 
nation has ever had fomcthing extraordinary 
wnong^ them above others. 

There came to fee me, among others, one 
of the townfmen's wive*, a good likely wo- ' 
mani 
' C.x,gk' 
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man^ (he carried her child in her arm!, which 
was a dreadful lean oaej he had above an 
hundred Httle haodi lilce thofe of jtunted babies 
hanging about his. neck, and on all fides of 
him, I alked his mother the meaning of this : 
flie anfwered mc, '* That it was good againft 
evil eyes," Hov, faid I to her, do thefe 
little hands hinder one from any dillemper of 
the eyes? '< Undoubtedly, replied fhe, but 
not as you mean ; for you muA Icnow, if you 
pleafe, there are people in this country, who 
' have fuch a poifon in their eyes, that in Jgok- 
ing ftedfaftly on a perfon, and efpccially en a 
young child,, they make him pine away to 
death. I faw a man who had an evil eye, 
and doing mifchief when he looked with this 
eye, he was obliged to cover it with a great 
plaifter : as to the other eye, it bad no ma- 
lignity, yet it fometimes happened, that being 
with his friends, when he faw a great many 
fowls together, he would fay, choofc which 
of thefe you would have' me kill, H^ was 
(hewed one, he took olF his plaifter, looked 
ftedfaftly on the fowl, and a while after (he 
turned round feveral times as giddy, and fell 
down dead." This woman likewife wouM 
perfuade me that there are magicians, who 
looking oa any oae with an evil intcndoji» 
ftrikef 
L., ..u...C.uoglc 
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flrikei them with fuch a languifliinenf, as 
makes them become lean like fkeletons ; and 
her chQd, {he told me, had been ftruck in this 
manner, aiid the common remedy is the ule of 
thcfc little hands. She moreover told me, it 
is the cuftom, when they fee any one look at- 
tentively upon them, and the party has a look 
bad enough to fear fhe fhould give the evil 
d'Ojos (it is thus called, hecaufc it is done by 
the eyes) to prefent her one of thefe hands, 
or even her ovrn Ihut, and to fay to her, 
Toma la mano, which is to fay. Take this 
band i to which the perfon fufpe^ed mutt 
anfwer, Dios le benediga, God hlefs you; 
which if Ihe does not, (he is judged to have a 
bad intention, and hereupon he or (he may be 
dcnunciated to the inquifitlon ; or if you be 
the ilrongelt, you may beat them till they fay 
Dios le benediga. 

I do not alTurc you as a thing certain, that 
the relation of the fowls is pofitively true ; 
but this is certain, that they are here ftrongly 
perfiladed there are perfoas who can do you 
hurt by barely looking at you ; and here are 
even churches to which they go in pilgrimage 
to be cured of it. I aflced this young woman 
if there appeared nothing extraordinary in 
tbofc they call mifcblevous eyes. She told 
me, 

.,...:..c.x,gio ■ 
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me, no } except that tbey are full of fuch a 
fhining vivacity, that tbey fecm to be all on 
fire, and would make <Hie think they will 
pierce you like a dart. She moreover told 
me, that of late the intjui&tion had caufed an 
old woman to be feized on, who was accufed 
of being a witch ; and Qte believed it was {he 
who had put her child into that piteous con- 
dition in which I faw it. I a<ked her what 
they would do to this woman j ihe told me, 
if "there were proofs llrong enough, flic would 
be infallibly burnt, or left in the inquiricton'} 
and that the bed treatment flie could choofe 
would be to be delivered thence by being 
whipped along the ftrcets j that thefe witches 
are tied to an afs's tail, or that they are placed 
on thefe bcafts, coiled with a paper mitre, 
painted with all colors, with writings, which 
denoted the crimes they have committed : that 
in this fine equipage they are led about the 
town, where every one has the liberty to ftrtke 
them, or throw dirt at them. But, faid I to 
her, how know you that their condition would 
be worfe if they remained flill in prifon ? ** Q 
madam, faid ibe to me, I fee you are not yet 
informed what the inquiHtion is ; whatever 
can be faid of it, comes not near the rigors 
exercifcd therein : you ate fei»d on, and 
tbrowu 
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thrown into a dongconi yon lie there two or 
three monthit fooiettmes more, and fometimea 
left, without « wtnd being faid to you : at the 
end (A this dme you are led before the judges, 
who with a terrible look aflc you why you are 
there i it is natur^ to anfwer, you know not. 
They fay no more to you, but fend you back 
again to this difmal hole, wheran you every 
day fuffer a greater punilhnient than death 
itfelf; yet you are not fufieied to die there, 
but remain many times a year in this condi-> 
tion. At the end of this lime you arc brought 
again before the fame judges, or before others, 
for they change, and go into feveral coun- 
tries ; thefe demand of you again, why you 
are detained i you anfwer, that you have been 
apprehended, but you . know not for whai^ 
You are fcnt again into your dungeon without 
any more words. In fliort, fometimes you 
pafs over your whole life there. And de> 
manding of her, if it were the cuftom for a 
pcrfon toaccufe himfelf, fhe anfwercd, that 
as to fofiK pcrfons, it was (he beft end flibrteft 
way; but that the judges held only this courfe - 
with Hiofe againft whom they' had no certain 
proo^ { for commonly, when any one accufes 
a perfon of capital crimes, the accufer gene- 
rally lemaiasin prifoa with the criminal, and 
this 
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this is the realbn of their being a little mbre 
modence. She rcUted to me the particular 
puniflimentf, and the whole manner of them, 
with which I will not fill this letter, nothing 
being more dreadful. She moreover told tm, 
(he knew a Jew named Iflimael, who was put 
into the prifun of the tnquifition of Seville, 
with his father, who wai a Rabbin of their 
law. It is four years fin« they were there, 
when Ifhmael, having made an hole, climbed 
up to the top of the tower, and making ufe uf 
ropes which be haJ provided, he Hid down 
the wall with a great deal of danger; but 
having got down, he reproached himfeff for, 
having abandoned his father, and without con- 
fidering the ri(k he had ran after more than 
one manner, feeing his father and he were 
condemned, and were to he led in a few daya 
to Madrid, with feveral others, to fufier there 
the greateft tormcm ; yet this hindered not 
his determination, for he generoufiy climbed 
up the tower, defcended into the dungeon, 
drew from thence his father^ made him efcape 
before him, andgotaway hlmfelf." I thought 
this aflion very brave, and wotthy to be fet as 
an example to Christians, in an age wherein 
the moft indifpenCble obligations are flighted. 
I continued entertawing myfcif with this 
Vot. I. M SpanUh 
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Spanifl) woman, when CoiiAance, one of mjp 
womei]) whom you know, came to tell me 
with great earneftnefs, that the now Taw Mon- 
iicur Daucourt, and that if it was agreeable 
to me, flie would Hep out and c^ll him. 
This is a rich gentleman, whom I knew at 
Paris, a civil man, of good feofe, and of a 
comely pecfon : I knew that he had a brother 
at Madrid belonging to Don Juan of Auftria. 
Having intimated that I fbouJd be glad to 
fpeak with him, Conftanre went out in qucft 
of him, and brought him to me. After the 
firft civilities, and infarming myfelf of the 
r.ews of my kinfwoRien whom I believed he 
Icnew, I afked him concerning his own aft'airg, 
and whether he was content with his journey. 
** Ah, madam, fpeak no more to me of my 
journey, cried he, there never was a more 
unfortunate one^ and had you come fome days 
fooner, you might have feen me hanged." 
*' How, faid I to him, what do you mean by 
this?" " I mean, faid he, that I h?d all the 
fear of it, and that this is the moft unpleafant 
country in the world' for {Irangers. But, 
mad^m, if you are at leifure, agd would know 
more, I will relate to you my adventure." 
*' Vou will do me a great deal of plejfure, faid 
1 to him, we are here in a place where fuch a 
relauon 
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relsiion will much divert us ;" and he begaa 
in this manner. 

*' Some affiiirs in which I was concerned, 
and the deftre of feeing a brother, who had 
been abfent from me fome yea», obliged me* 
madam, to undertake this journey to Madrid. 
I was little acquainted with (he cuftoms of 
that place, for I imagined oMe might go to 
women without difficulty, and that we might 
play and cat with them i but I was afloniOied 
to learn, that every one of them is mwe retired 
in her houfe, than a Carthufian ili his cell } 
and that there arc perfons who have been 
mutu^lyln-Jove for two or three years, and 
yet had never fpoken to one another. Sach 
fingular manners feemed ridiculous to me, foe 
I Ijmlce fredy whatever came into my head ; 
but I treated the matter more ferioufly, when 
I underflood that thefc women, who were fo 
clofely conHned, were the molt amiable women 
in the world ; that they had fuch a delicacy, 
vivacity, and maimers, a* are no triiere to 
be met widi but among them ; that love 
always appeared new, that no perlbn would 
changea Spaniih. wmnan but for another. I 
was in the greatefl; defpair at the dlfficultiM 
there was to get at them. One of my friends, 
ouned BdlevUle, who was my companion in 
Ma my- 
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my journey, and who ii a briflc lad, was no 
leri troubled on his fide than I on mine : my 
brother, who feared left feme vexatious acci- 
dent diould befal us, continually inculcated 
jntQ us how jealous hufbands are in thiscountry> 
great murderen, and that they no more va< 
lued the killing of a man than a fly. This 
did not agree very well with two men who 
were not as yet weary of living. 

" We went into all parts 'where we thought 
we might fee ladies ; we faw fome indeed, but 
this did not Tatisfy us, for all the bows and 
cringes we made them brought forth nothing ; 
y/e each of us returned home every night very 
weary and difgufled at our fruitlefs circuits. 
, *< One nighr, BelleviJie and I went upon 
fome dcfign to the Prado, which is a walk 
adorned with large, trees, and feveral foun- 
UioG, which throw their water a great heighth, 
^nd in great gufhes it f^ls into bafons, from 
jvbcsce it-runs (when they have a mind) into 
fhe couries to water thtro, and To to make 
them htOi and pleafant. It was the £neft 
weather that evening one could wifb. After 
|ve had got out of our coach, and fcnt it away, 
Sffi began to walk foftly, and having taken a 
few turns, we featcd ourfelves qn the fide of 
on4 of. the fountains, and then b^aa to make 
our 
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our ufual complaints. Dear Belleville, faid 
I to my friend, {hall we never be To happy as 
to meet with one of thefe witty and charming 
Spanilfa women, fo much boafted of? > Alas; 
(ays be, I detire it too much, but dare not 
. hope it : hitherto we have met with nothingl 
but fuch ugly creatures^ at run after people to 
fright them ; and who under their white veils 
are more tauny and loathfome than the Bohe-^ 
miani ; fuch as thefe, I fwear to you, do not 
pleafe me at all, and notwitbftanding their 
fprightlincfi, I cannot confent to enter into x 
near converfation with them.' 

** At the very inflant thefe words were out 
of his mouth, we cf^iied coming out of a door 
. hard by, two women ; they had left off their 
upper garments, which were always very plain ; 
and when they opened their mantua's the light 
of the moon made the glory of their gold and 
precious ftonea appear. * As God is true, 
cries out Belleville, here is at lead two fairies.* 
Nay, faid I, let ua be jufter, and thinlc them 
no other than two angels. When they came 
near u«, we flood up, and made them the loweft 
bow that ever we made in our Ilves^ They 
pafied by us fofily, and with tbofc little apUh 
triclcs which become the Spaotaidt fa weU« 
they looked at as, firft with one eye, and then 
M 3 wttli 
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with the other. Thejr walked an a liulej 
we were in pain what to think, whether they 
would return back the Tame way, or whether 
we fhould follow themj but while we were 
deliberating, we perceived (hem to approach 
■ us. When they were am uj, they flood ftill, 
when one of them began to fptak, and afted 
m, ' If we could fpealc Spanlih : 1 fee by 
your haUtf, fncj flie, that you are Grangers ; 
but pray tell me of what country you are.' 
We told ber we were Frenchmen, and that 
we fpoke Spanifli bad enough, but that we 
had a great mind to fpeak it well : and that to 
fuccted therein, we were perfuaded that wcinuft 
love a Spanifli womaii, aiul we heartily wiQied 
we might find one that defircd to be beloned. 
* The matter u nice» rq>li«l the other lady, 
which had not yet fpoke, and I fliould be 
forry for her who engages in fucb a deftgn, 
for I have heard that Frenchmen are not 
faithful.* ' Oh Imadaoi, fays Belleville, this 
was. fonie perfon which had a qiind to do us 
an ill ttim^ and put us out of your good opi- 
nion, but it will be cafy to wipe off this afi 
pcrfton i though I may Toon give my heart to 
a pretty woman, yet I am very fenfible that I 
canmt To £afily call it back again.' * What I 
fays Dm that fpolce to me beftirc, dare you^ 
without 
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without further confideration, enter into fuch 
•n engagement at lirft fight ? I OioM not 
haire quite fo good an opinion of jrou,' * Oh ! 
madam, cries he, why ihould we lofe precious 
time ? if It is good to love at all} it is good 
to begin as foon as polBble : hearts that arc 
kom to love, languifh and decay when they 
ire not exercifed therein.' * Your maxims 
' are fine, replied the, but they feem dangerous; 
k is not only neceiTary to avoid following of 
them, but even the hearing of them/ and 
then indeed they would have been gone, but 
we begged them v»ith great earncOnefs to tarry 
ft few moments longer in the Prado. Wc fud 
all the pretty things to them bo:h, which 
might oblige them to difcover ihemfelves, and 
give Its the lacisfadion of feeing them without 
Ihcir veils. Our iconverfation was very brifki 
and pleafant enough : they had abundance of 
wit} and as they knew how to manage a)) 
their advantages, fo without afFs£iation, they 
&ewed Ds their hands, as they had occafion 
to mend the fitting of their head-dreiTes, and 
they were whiter than fnow. Notwithftand- 
ing their feeming care to hide themfclrcs, yet 
we faw enough to obferve their delicate com- 
plexion, their lively eyes, aiid their feitares 
vccy r^ular. You may be fure we kft them 
M 4 as 
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u late as wc could, and that we conjured 
them to make that walk happy fome times with 
their prefence, or elfe give ui leave to wait on 
them at their houfe. They agreed to nothing ; 
and indeed, we were levcral times after that 
at the Prado, and near that fountain where 
we firft faw them, without being able to per- 
ceive them. Here is a deal of time loft, faid 
we; what mull we do to pafs our time in this 
great want of employment, for we muR re- 
nounce the thoughts of ladies, whofe accefs is 
fo diSicult to obtain i this was our refoluEion* 
but it held not long, for fcarcety had wc made 
it, but we faw come out of the fame boufe the 
two incognitas. We drew near them, full 
of nCpe£t, and our civil carriage did not dif- 
pleafe them. Belleville took the fhorieft by 
the handj and I the tailed. I endeavoured 
to pcrTuade her with what impatience I ex- 
peded her. I blamed her a little, at which 
ibe feemcd fo'mewhat concerned ; but taking 
more courage, I difcourfed to her of the 
thoughts Qie had infpired me with, and aflurcd 
her that it was in her power to engage me for 
my whole life. She feemed extrearo careful 
not to give the lead mark of favor. At 
length, amoftgft other things, fhe told mc, 
* That (he was heirefs to a great cftate, and 
that 
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r R M SPAIN. 249 

that her name was Ines j that her father wai 
a knight of the order of St. James, am) was a 
man of great quality ; (bat flie which was with 
heii was called Ilabella, and that they were 
coufins.' All thefe particulars plcafed ms 
wall, finding her. a perfon of birth, and therein 
my vanity fluttered. At paning, I begged of 
her to give me liberty to coine to (x- her: 
* What you defile of me, fay» ibe, is tht 
cuflom of your country ; and if I were there> 
I would pleale myfcif to obferve it ; but w« 
have different cuftoms here, and~ though I do^- 
aot conceive any crime in what you a(k me^ 
yet I am obliged 10 obferve cetuia rules of 
decency, which- by iki means I will tranfgrefst 
I will contrive fome other way to fee you>;. 
and of this, depend' upon me, and do not takk 
it ill, that I refufe you- a thing,, which is>not 
in my power to grants. Adieu, continued. flie^ 
i will think of what you defire,. and will' let 
you know what t can do.' I kiffed her hand^. 
and fo withdrew, extrcamly touched: with 
her manner,, as well as with her wit and. hcc 
prudence. 

*' As foonas- 1- was atbne with Belleville^ 

Lalked him, if he was pleafedwith the con— 

verfation. he had enjoyed. He anfwered me,. 

*- That he had great caufe to be (b,- and that 

M.J IfabtU^ 
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I&bdla feened to be of a fweet and amiabfe . 
difjpofition.' You are very happjr, faid I, 
to ba*e fouad To much kindnefi already. Ines 
givn me no room to hope for any. She is of 
a gij humor, and turns every thing I fay to 
her into jeft, and I defpair ever to make her 
fcriou). Some days {u&ed, before we eitfaet 
fair or beard from them. But one morning 
M I was at mafs, an old woman, hid under a 
veil, comes ,up to mc, and prefents to me a 
billet, io which I read tbcfc words : 

, •* You appear too amiable ro me to fee yoH 
oftui> and 1 muft needs confefs, that I 
a little, miftruft my -own heart: if your'ii is 
truly touched for me, marriage muft be thought 
on; I have told you that I am rich, and I 
' have told you the truih : that pact which I 
oficr you, is not inconvenient to take ; but 
conlider of it, and in the evening I Oiall be 
lon the bluks of Manfanarez, where you may 
)et me know your thoughts.." 

*' As the place where I was did not allow 
jne to write hot an anfwer, fa I contented 
mykV. to note only on my table-book thefe 
iin«: 

« You 
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<* You bave power to make me take whu 
jouroey you pleafe. I am very reiifit>Ie, that 
I love you too well to be at eafe, and that I 
bave more caufc to fufpeifl my own weakacTs, 
than you have to be afraid of your's; bowev^rv 
Z fliall be at Manfanarez, being refolved tc» 
obey you in whatcvci: you command me." 

*' I gave my table-book to tbis honefl meif> 
icnger, ai iealllhefeemed to be lb, butfhe Hole 
eiF the plates and clafps before fhe deliverd it. 
I defiled Belleville to let me go alone to this 
a^gnadon. He told me he was very glad of 
it* for Isabella had given him notice, that Ibe 
defired to fpeak with him alone at [he Florid. 
it waa with impatience that we waited for the 
appointed hour, and then we q^uitted . each 
other, after having wllhed ourfclves good 
liiccefs in our adventure. 

" As foon as I came to the civer-fide, I 
carefully looked at all the coaches which. paRed 
by, but it was hard for me to difcOver any 
thing, becaufe they had double cunainsdrawn. 
But at hft, there came one and Hopped, and 
I perceived fome women in it, who gave me a 
fign to approach. Thcie was Ines, wba wa» 
more concealed than ufual, and 1 could not 
know bcr but by bci voice. Hqw induC- 
ttiouUji 
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trioufly you hide youricir, faid I to her ; do 
you think, madam, that the thoughts of not 
being zbic to fee you, and the violent dcfires 
I have for it arc not enough to kill me with 
grief f * If you will come along with me, 
faya flie, you fhall fee me ; hut for the prclenc 
I rouft hood-wink you.* To be free with 
you, faid I to her, till now, you have appeared 
very amiable to me ; but thit myllerious car- 
riage, which ftrves to no end, but to make 
me fuffer, is troublefome. If I am fo unhappy 
35 to be thoi^ht by you an unfaithful man, 
you ought not at alt to trull me; but if on 
the contrary, I am in your good opinion, yoa 
ought to-declarc it, by a more ingenuius pro- 
ceeding. Interrupting me, f^ys the, * You 
ought to be perfuaded, that 1 h^ve flrong 
. reafons for what I do, Imce notwithllanding 
what you have now told me, 1 alter nut my 
refulution. The thing however is at your 
choice} but for my own part» 1 will not Tet 
you come into my coach^ but upon that con- 
dition.* As the Spaniards are naturally ob- 
flinate, I rather chofe to fuffer my eyes to be 
covered than to break off with her, I muft 
needs own, that thcfe appearances of good 
foitune, had fill'cd me with fome fort of vanity, 
and I fancied myfelf with fome princefs, who 
for 
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for the preiTent had no mind I {hoM know 
her, but afterwards, that I Ihould find her, 
one of the moft perfcfl and richeft women of 
Spain. This conceit hindered me from anjr 
longer oppofing her wilt. I tc^d her, I fub- 
mitted to her, to be hood-winked, and even 
to be blinded by her, if fbe could plcafe herfetf 
in the a£tion. She tied a handkerchief about 
my bead, fo bard, that at firA Qte put me in 
great pain; I fat down by her; it was now 
dark; I knew not whither we were goingj 
fur I gave myfelf up entirely into her power. 

'• She bad with her two other women j the 
coach moved fo flow, that } believe wc palTed 
through molt of the ftreets of Madrid, She 
enienained me with fuch witty dtfcourfc, that 
1 had no occafton to think the time or way 
t(H)g; and I was even charmed with hearing 
her, when our unlucky coach, which was but 
a mean one, run upon another, and all on a 
fudden was overturned. - And we happened 
to fall in a fizet called the Marce, which is 
one of the largeft and dinicll ditches in the 
city. I was never fo vexed in my life ; the 
three ladies fcH upon me ; they almoft ftifled 
me, and I was even deaf with their noife. 
Having my eyes bound, and my head turned 
about after « ftrange fafluon, I could not have 
my 
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ny flure of making a noire» witlioiit fwallowu 
tog X great deal of tKu (linking water. I tbca 
began to nuke fome rc&e&ioas on tbe unluck; 
hours of a man's lifci and chough I dearly 
loved Inn, yet I found that I loved myfelf 
■lore, and wi&ed I had never fcen her. I 
cannot poTitively tell how things pafled, but I 
found myfelf delivered fion that heavy weight 
which To oppceSed mc i and when, by the help- 
of fome people which drew mc out, I goG 
upon my legs,. 1 could neither fee Ines hod 
her companions. The people which flood 
about me, Uughedlikc-foraanj fools, to fee- 
me bood-winkcd, and fo covered with this- 
black water,, that I looked as. if I had come 
out of an ink tub. I aiked the coachman. 
where his mifttefs vna. He told me the lady 
with whom I was, was none of his millreft,, 
and that flie went away curfing of me; that 
0ie was very dirty ; that be knew her not j. 
and that (be only faid tahJm at going away» 
tiiat 1 muft pay him. And pray, faid I, where 
did you take her up ? He anfwcr«d me^ at the^ 
gate called Oelcalcas Rcalcs, and that an old 
woman came for him, and brought him to that 
place where he took ber up. For my money 
I got him to carry {ne home, t expcficd 
BeUevillQ with 2 mixture of im^ atieace and 
grief; 
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grief : it waa late before he came home, and 
he was cxtreamly well fatisfied with Ifabelta^ 
in whom he found abundance of gcKid nature^ 
and an infinite deal of wtc. - 

** I related to him my adventure, and he- 
could not but laugh heartily at it ; and as he 
was filled with an extraordinary joy, lb he 
' told me a hundred pleafant flories, which put 
me indeed into a very bxd humor. It was. 
day-light before we went to bed, and I had 
DOt got up> but to take a wallc with him in 
the Prado. As we were walking along by 
fome very low windows^ I heard Ines cry out 
to me, ' Cavettero, go not fo fkft, it is at 
leaft proper to a(k you how you do after your 
fall lall night.* Advancing to the window, 
pray, faid I to her, what became of you, fair 
Iocs I was it not misfortune enough, but I 
.-miift loTe you too? * You had not loft me, 
fcplied {he, but that a tady, who wai my 
relation, pafling by at that momeat, knew my . 
voice, and I was obliged, againft my mind, 
to go with ber in ber coach, fori was un- 
-irilling (be Ihould fee us together.' Though 
the coachman told me another fiory, yet I 
durft not examine any further into the matter, 
for fear of making ber uneafy ; and with great 
earneflnefs alked her, when I fliould have in 
■ OppOf" 
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opportunity, without any rcftraint, to let b« 
kaow whu a great paBoti and refpe^ i had 
Cur het. * It fball be very q.uickly, fays ihe» 
for I now begin to think you love me ; but 
yet, time mufl coa&rm me in this opinion.' 
O! you are very cruel, fatd I, and muft 
have very little love for me,, thus to dcf«r 
what I fj eatneftly beg. * Speak the trutb 
ixecly, lays Ibe, and tell me whether you will 
marry me i' Yes, faid I, if you will, 1 will 
marxy you, notwithftanding I never yet had a 
full view of ysuXj. nor have had the happineCt 
to know you. ' I anv rich, fays flie, and I 
am of biuh ; and they tell me, I have fomc 
yerfonal merits.' I replied, you have all 
the accompliOunents which- pleafe me,, beyond 
any pcrfoain the woild.i your wit hath muchi 
charmed, me, but you make me often delpaii^, 
and I had much rather choofe to die at once^. 
than- fuficr what I do. She fel] a. laughing 
and after that, there were few evenings that 
we did not converfe togeiher, either at the 
Frado,. or at Manfaoarcz, or elfe at fome 
houfe unknown to mc, whither I was con- 
duced. I mud cpnfefsl nevet went into the 
chamber with her, and I only talked to her 
through th<r grates of the window, where for 
four houiis together I uftd to make the mo& 
ioipertiaent 
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impertinent figure in the world. To fpeak 
fr.ely, one mufl live in Spain to be able to 
endure fuch ways and cuHoms ; but yet really 
I loved Ines; I obferved in her fomething 
fmart and takings which furprieed and af- 
kOxd me. 

'* One time I met her in a garden, where 
fhe had appointed me to be, and where flie 
Chewed me more kindnefs than Qie ufed to do. 
When Ihc Taw it begin to be dark, flie deiircd 
me to be gone; I unwillingly obeyed her, 
and as I went along a narrow ftreet, I per- 
ceived three men with fword in hand, fet upon 
one fin^e man, who defended himfelf va- 
liantly : I could not endure to (ee fo unequal 
a match, and I run to fecond him, but juft u 
I came ap to him, they made a pals at bim, 
and he fell upon me like a dead man. Thcfe 
murderers ran away as fdflas they could, and 
by this time the noife had drawn out a great 
many people, who feeing me with my fword 
in band, made no queftion that I was one of 
the criminals. They prepared to feize me, 
but perceiving their ill intentions, I thought 
it was better to provide for my fafety by flight, 
than to trull my innocence. I was clofely 
purfued, and which way foevcr I took, ftill 
they met with mc. 

« In 
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" In this diftrcftr, I had aglimpfe of a doof 
half op«n, I flipt into it without -anjr body's 
feeing,' and groping along, I came at lafl into 
a vei^ dark hall i I perceived light through a 
door, Ixould not tell whether it was beft to 
oprn it, nor what I Ihould fay, if there were 
pet^lc in it. I confidered with myfelf, that 
I had the appearance of one affrighted, and 
that I flioald be taken for a man that came 
from doing Tome bad aSion, and fought for 
an opportunity to do another. I deliberated 
a long time, and liftcncd with great attention 
to bear fome body talk, but faea/iog none, I 
at Jaft ventured, and fofily opened the dcwr, 
and fair no one i I nimbly looked about 
where to btdic myfrlf, and perceiving the 
haagingi ftuck out in fome places, 1 got be- 
hind them in a little corner : I bad been there 
bat a very little while, when I eipted coming 
in, Ines and liabella. I cannot cxprels to 
you, madam, what a picafant amasement I 
was is, to find myfelf in my miflrcfs's houfe : 
I no ways doubted, that fortune favored my - 
delign ; I wu in no fear of thofe who might 
fearch after me, and as I was even ready to 
go and throw myfelf down at her feet, I 
heard Ifabel la begin to difcourfc. Says Die, 
* What haft thou been doing to day, dear ■ 
laes> 
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Ijies, baft thou reen Oaucourt ?' * Yes, fays 
2nes, I have (ten him, and I have reafbu ta 
believe he lovca mc defperately, un]er& all mjr 
rules deceive mc ; he talks very rerioufly of 
marrying me ; but that which perplexes me, 
is, that he will lirll fee and know me.* 

* And bow is- it polTible for you to deny ei- 
ther the one or the other?' replies Ifahella. 

* No, I do not pretend to do it, anfwaed 
IneS} only I will take the moft favorable op- 
portunity i I fane; I Oiall not think it cun- 
ning to fet myfelf in a full light, and all the 
curtains open ) no, I intend they Qiall be 
flofe drami> and that the windows fiiall only 
let in fome ^unmering rays of the fun, 'which 
fliail ferve tp At mc off*. A* to my birth, 1 
have got vy pedigree authentically ^ drawn, 
which coft me nothing but a little old parch- 
ment gnawed by the mice } and as to ready 
money, you know my old lover, honcft Don 
Di^o» will furnilh me : when Daueourthas 
told and received, he will little think that there 
are thieves appointed to take |t away from him 
upon our very wedding-night ; I have thia 
day taken verygood lodgings ready furniibed j 
lb you muft allow I have neglected nothing 
which might contribute to the fuccefs of a 
bultoels fo advaatageoiu to tne, and which I 

fo 
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Ca much dclirc' Sayi Ifabella, * Your pre- 
cautions Ceem very wife ; but yet I fear the 
difcovery of the intrigue.' * But, fays Iocs, 
prithee my dear, what do you do V ' As to 
marriage I make but a fmall progrefs, fays 
IfabclU;- but to fpcalc truth that is not my 
dcfign : I ftnd SelleviUe an honefi man, I am 
fenfible that I love himi I only defire the pof- 
feffion of his heart, and I fancy I Ibould be 
forry if he would marry me.* * You are of 
an odd fort of a temper^ laya Ines, you- love 
him, your fortune is none of the greateK, 
you might be happy with him, and yet yoa 
durfi not delire to be bis wife.' *■ But pray, 
hys Uabella, who told you thaC I fiiould be 
happy with him i Love is fb incooflant » 
thing, that hardly the firft mcments of mar- 
riage are plcafant ; I tell you, love muft have 
ftimethiiig continually to provoke and force 
It ; novelty is a grateful difli to it, and how 
fs it poffible for a wife always to be new i* 
* And how can a miftrefs either, cries Incs, 
be fo ? Go, Ifabella, thy modifli maxims ai« 
not reaibnabkc.' * Neither, fays Ifabclla, can 
I like that .which you (Mign; and if you 
would lake my advice, you fliould confider 
your own age ; for to fpcak freely, you are oId| 
very »ld : is it yxCt (m one of luty years, to put 
achett 
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a cheat upon ^ man of thirty ? He will be 
enraged at you, he wi!l certainly fotUVe you, 
or elfe he will break your bones ; nay, it may 
happen that he will knock your brains out 
before he leaves you,' Ines was of a quick 
apprehenfion anJ briflc ; and thinking it hei- 
nous that Ifabella fliould reproach her with 
her age, immediately gave her a violent box 
on the ear. The other, who was of as hafty 
a nature, returned her two. Ines lent her a 
dozen good cuSs with her fift, which were 
fpeedily repaid } fo that my two female com- 
panions entered the field of Mars. The com- 
bat was fo extream pl«afant between them, 
that I almoft broke my (ides wilh laughing in 
my little hole, and had much ado to hinder 
myfelf from breaking out aloud j for you may 
eafily believe, madam, that I had ve;y little 
concern for either of them, after the trick 
which I underAood was to be put upon me 
with fo much malice, and when I muft ne- 
ceiTarily look upon Ines as ,a common jilt. 
Ifabella, who knew all the weak places of her 
enemy,, took her opportunities, and being 
both younger and ftronger, tore off her head- 
drefs, and left her all bald. In my whole 
Ufs.lyi^ '^^^^ "i^^ lurprilj»Iy,than to fee 
the 
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the hair f^ll off, which before appeared Co 
lovely to me, and which I thought bad been 
her own. But this was nothing to what foN 
luwed, for with one blow of her fift flie not 
only made feverdl of hcrteeth leap out of het 
mouth, but alfo two little coric plumpers, 
which ferved to fill out her hollow jaws j and 
here the fray ended, for their chamber-maids, 
who had heard the noife of the fkirmith, run 
in, and with much difficulty parted them. 
They made ufc of the bJttereft expreSoni 
one againft the other, and even threateiied 
to reveal to the , inqutfition moft terrible 
crimes, with which they reproached each 
other. 

" Ines finding herfelf with her chamber- 
maid only, looked at herfelf a long time in a 
great glafs, and protefied that there was no* 
thing fo injurious, which ftie had not faid to 
Ifabella, that (be might be revenged of bet 
for the abufes fhc had received from her : at 
laft ihc fat down, and rcilcd herfelf a whiles 
a little table was brought and fet before her, 
«nd upon it ifae lays an artificial eye, whtcli 
ufed to fill up the place of a natural one Ate 
wanted j afterwards, fhe takes from off ha 
face u mucb wfiite sad red color, as without 
romancing, 
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TOBiancing, would have covered a mafic. It 
would be hard to defcribe to you, mad.m, 
the extraordiiliary uglineTs of this woman, 
who till now had appeared to me very pretty. 
I Tubbed my eyes, and was like a 'man that 
could not tell whether he dated or had fome 
idle dream. To be fhort, flie undrelTed her- 
felf and was almoft naked : and here I Ihall 
forbear reprefenting to you this (rightful car- 
cafe i but certainly, love never met with a 
better cure ; in all tbofe parts wliere other 
folks are fat and plump, ftie was lean and 
hollow i Ihe looked pcrfeSly like a fkeleion, 
which by fome ferret fpring was made to 
move about the room. She wu in a gown 
with a while mamleupon her &ouIde», her 
head bald, and her arms appeared exiieme 
little and lean. She bethought hcrfelf, that 
in the fcuffle her pearl braclets broke, Ae had 
a mind to gather them up, but had enough 
to do to find them j her chambermaid came to 
bdp her, they cOuntod them, and found they 
bad iH but two, which were well curfed for 
my Ikke. Inu fworc by St. James, patron 
of Spaifi, tb&t Oie would not go to bed till 
file bad found them : her maid and ihe looked 
in every CQEmsr ADd hif^ mnoving (h& ta- 
blea. 
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ble», itimbling the chain, and throwing this 
way and that way every Aing they came 
near, for Ines was in a very ill humor : aa I 
law ber make towards my corner, fear of be- 
ing difcovered by fuch a fury, made me lye 
» clofe as was poffible ; but unluckily as I 
drew back, 1 threw down feveral bonles' 
which flood there upon fhclves, and thefe 
made a great noife : Ines believing it was the 
cat which had done this mifchicf | with all 
her might cried out, gato^ gala % that is, car, 
cat ; and lifting up the hangings to chaftife 
the cat, with an amazement and rage which 
almoft flruck her dead upon the floor ; as foon 
as flie faw me, Ibe fell violently upon me, and 
pulled the bur off' my head ; Oie reviled me 
vehemently, was like one mad, the veins of 
her neck were fo fwelled, and the wrinkles of 
her face were fo frightful, that I thought I 
faw the head of Medufa j and in this my 
great terror, I was thinking of my cfcape, 
when on a fudden I heard a ftrange iioife 
upon the flairs which gave me a frefli alarm : 
but Ines left me, and run down to know 
what was the matter, and by that time, the 
whole houfe.was filled with cries and weep- 
ing. Theofficsn of jufticc, who had found 
this 
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tilts jroung maii (oF whom I told jrou before, 
tnadara) \yiag upon the grountt, andwtj the 
leabn why I wu To hotly purrued, after fome 
diligent fearch, found that he wu the foil of 
a lady who lived in the fame houfe; they 
brought bim thus with his body all wounded 
and bloody, at which fid light fbe fell into a 
defpcrate condition ; and as I had told Incs 
fomcthing of my adventure, that I might give 
Jier fome fatiEfadion why I came into her 
chamber j fo this lean hag, would not keep 
my lecret, but to be revenged on me for 
having difcovered her crafty trklcs, was re- 
. folyed to inform ^ainft me. *' I have the 
murderer in my poorer, eric* fhe ; coine^ 
come along with mc, and I will deliver him 
up to you." She opened her chamber doof 
immediately, and being followed by a troop 
of alquaxihy that is to fay, feijeants or bailifTs, 
delivered nw up to them- wi:b all the iKeelTary 
evidence for my fpeedy trial. Says (he^ " I 
faw the wretch wiih his naked fword alt 
bloody with the wounds he came from giving ; 
he ran into my chamber to favc himfelf, and 
threatened me with death if I would not con-' 
ceal him." Whatever I could fay in judili- 
cation of myfelf was all in vain, they would 
not fo much aa hear me i th^ bound my 
Vol. I. N hands 
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bawt* with C«c4si «nd To led mc to prifoo 
If ft wretched makfador,. wbilft good loea, 
and tbe mother and fiAer of the w«undcd, 
loaded ibc with blows wd curies : they eati&d 
me to be put in a hole:, where I remained fe- 
veral days without having the liberty to ^ve 
DOtice to TB^ brother or n^ fVtenda of what 
had pailed i they were under great uneafiaeA 
about mc, coagluding for certain, that I waa 
HHirdafed in rooie corner of aftnet, or clfe at 
JboM of my iHght-ip?r)gu>is. 

*' At laft, Bclvjle, whofltU continued to 
£t« I&bella^ aa]uainied her with bis concern, 
and b^ged her lo affift him in difcovrrit^ at 
leaA, what they h^d io^ with.my body : fits 
T/na to itiduftrioui to get infoitnatien abouttt, 
that I^l'a ehamkerinaid, who hid been ufed 
ill enough by her miDrerE, told her the'wboltf 
fecret of the hiflory, although her g.ood Udy 
had fitiaiy forbid bv 

^* Upon this news, my brother ran to beg 
the King to have pity on mc, and t» coamiand 
them to remove me out of that hole, which 
fcem^d qi^rc like h«ll than a priToB : I fwooned 
away when I law light t I wa« fo waAed and 
weak, that I frighted folks, but yet I eouU 
'sot come out of prilba for fo(»c time, be- 
caKfeof AowferipaJiCiesj audllcam you to 
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UlJnkv nudatn, iffatt! I oKdiutcdegaiNfttka 
yerfi^ioui Incto i hut yot I,lutawiiotwtetlMF 
«v*r J.flbndtL'leBvcaiidititia to piK in cke^ 
citliao,S^tb«;pEE^^of n]^ jaft tavmge^ fru' 
thff gemltniaa' wbtt'wai wttmibd Miltinw^ 
vtrf Ul^ and hit'lA ddpaiER) of; (Mnede# 
feadcivpoa a tiekUfii noinr, fotbat I pttt up 
noft anknt presets for him; and in Aicti m 
•ictwdialji aaecEUiiity^. I gnuSiid l.gi«3t taMf 
Wufi rbiic flsy kcxlmv i/in-t/ia pflaadtA 
iftjtoqi linMbDCBOi,: amitmd- .nodiiDg faf tfa* 
^faovarjr »f the audiors of-drii- muHteiottt 
t£h~.. Atia&t he :iindBcttood -ttut ihirycMng 
and wounded lawillfso had '^ rival, <m>4 b« 
nada fo.i^g/att a Anrdi.an^ ixamnatioii, 
tiKt hfliical very ivcH l^tii^ed.ihabrew cttmrf 
feomchencnt he was fa faixma^as^.tDgef 
hiat ippcaimiiai^ inil 'this nlan fterly Mmt4 
thaf^, wlusb acqoittai' me. t'gru then^ 
foie ftt Ut filkrtjr, and i edac^oi fo mmth 
ytf at ii, that I ^was fick: In: fatttA ifay( 
after r.^r-jather ptciUipST itivi» ^neffilA ^ 
tiliat BiuKhatbnie nar.rwhicb 1 poandin th« 
prifon. . t , . ^ . 

*' In the mean while, wicked Ines, who to 

be fure, was not much. at cafe, fw feaf of 

what might happen upon her fcrvifig iM fuch 

a pleafant trick, having notice that I was Tet 

' I I ■'. .'i N 2 free. 
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free, md in » condition to reward bcr accbrd- 
il^ to her merttt, packed up her bagg^re,- 
aod one night privately went off*, and no ooe 
knew where (be was gone { To that whra we 
Wanted bcr, in order to make her an example 
to all the cheating jilts, we were dt&ppointed« 
Bat I wu etfilj fatisficd, becaufe naturally I 
do not lore to do any hurt to woomo. But 
left die raigbt play me Came ocher pranks, f 
left Madrid, that I nrigitt alfo avoid thofe of 
Spain. I am now returning into France, 
audam, where I fhall be very glad to carry 
your commanda, if you will do me fi> great 
an honor to lay them upon me." 

Though I waa fomewhzt troubled at what 
haf^ned to thb gentleman, yet [ could not 
forbear laughing at fonie circumftances of this 
adventure, and I am willing to believe^ dear 
coufin, that you will not be ditpleafed, that 
I make you partake with me. I Ihall write to 
you no more till I come to Madrid, where I 
pioaiife myfelf to fee tUngr far more worthy 
of your notice, than hitherto I have been able 
to acquaint you. 

From St. Augullin, 
March t$. 

LETTER 
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I Would not* if you pleafe, 4ear ctiulin', 
hire you angry, tbat X did not write to 
you aa foon ai I arrived at Madrid i I thong^t 
it wai tetter to tKry till I wai in a condibon 
to tellybu fomething more exadly and curi- 
9Ui. I kaew that my kinfwomcn was to go 
bcfoM sf^ H far 18 Akoucndus, which ii 
about fix leigues diftince from Madrid. Ai 
flic wifl not yet come, »nd I bad a mind to 
fiay for her, Don Frederic de Cardonne pro* 
j»«fal:to.- me an, invitation' to dine,at a very 
Adc bouft* ihe maftar of it being hi* particu- 
lar acqaaintaace j fo tliat inftead of going 
into thii little village, we croffed by it, and 
through a very plcalant walk, came to the 
boufe of Don Auguftin Pacheco. This gctk> 
tkman is ancient, and yet he is, Utdy mar- 
litd to DonnaTberebde Figucroa, it iihia 
lUrd wife, and ibe is but lieventcen yean at 
age ; but of fucb an agreeable difpolition, 
and ib very in^nious. that we were perfedly 
charmed with her wit and her pet ibo : it was 
N 3 dwn 
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then ten o'clock when we got there. The Spa- 
niards are niturally Uzy, and love to rife 
late i and thefe two were yet in bed. Her 
bulband g^pm fu fpd) ^ frynki nd civil re- 
ception, as fufficiently teflificd how much be 
was plcafed that we came to fee him. He 
ynXai inti> bia padtm, whufeexaAn^ Is 
far Superior in e1»eiy tkingCo oursi' I icooai- 
ftaicd hJm .mttbbktdtiarj i (at the wtather 
■M »tty> kivitii^ aad tfieUeBt iirxhis Coun^ 
«i7.M««'fbiwinl'm-tfaeii!HMttlr«rMaitihi M 
thicy^u-ciB .FatMrnciktiim* '<lHi of Jtam* 
indnii (bia is.<lw «Mft cbaraliig: fctiini A^tht 
U^oymwt 4lf ivlut ibty csU itfrimkltrii 
•hat m to ' (kfi A* faegiiuiiiig «f «bc 4^iig t 

. for |n4i« tbt-'Can begoM ta'hamJMM- fnPOk 
fnd' beat, Alcaoclimind wilbKrt'«h«44ni«^ 
« if ,^f. kid fMlOal ltbn«gh> flitiw. ' Tlwft 

, sard^iituf! wbicb l^afc, w«w Hdornfd >wM 
bowUtig-jgrienB, ioMnwiw, jHid AatuM, «a4 
i)biv Ai^Kfiia. WM milbMltvaisd in flwwiag 
4U uttElke raeiiMSt' iHe is Aiocfa. ddighiel 
wttb xbom, and ntuw not' wint money ht 
^ttadsmi-'Clmn, Toriw it.tf'eky.>nab'.i HttM 
teinwa^gdteryv whtrt diHrei ocr^'diiveit cat 
t^nmi-ctdn^maaii- r«t' fatll' of books. He 
'iaunttliqt«lylcd«s«ip t» tbi biggvft of them, 
4ad idd u*, tbey cvnumcd an inefiiinablc 
i. ^.'^ tteafurei 
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tnitart ; aai thn there was a collcAion o( 
the beft «f wrfhors. " F-ormcrly, faid he' 
virtuous perfoni could not think iit to go M 
fiafa ; there vrm nAtbing to ht (een^ but ac- 
tioni w4>kh were immodefl s t*»«y heawl Ai(- 
cDwfci that WTtrcoffenfive; the kAofs made 
flMdflft people n^amed ) diere vice was flat- 
wml, and vitt«e cdndemtwd ; the ftehes lie- 
came bloody with combMa ; the weakelt were 
siwtjt ofpnSSei by the fttwtgcft, en^ cuftom 
fM ociMHioMice e» Crimes. But fiMee Lopes 
dc Voga haa^ To -fucecriMly IUK>re4 toitfeim 
the SpmiA tWatrfc, ■there h now nothing 
f«ficKd contrary to good mamwfs. The 
ftvario, the foatfMn, and the {tKnigbnan, 
witkoal di^uife^ kcepkig to their Battve fim- 
^icity, and making that plekrant by an in- 
gcnlouB tttm» find the fecrats to' eon our 
prinoea, and even our kings, of that common 
difcafc to hear truth, when their own faults 
IR reprerented. It was he that gave rule* to 
Mt^n thefe heights, end who 'taught fhem to 
divide their plays into three ^wwAin or aAl. 
Since his time,' we hare feon-RooHih Kn 
Montalvanes, the MtndoKss, th^ Riijas At«r- 
cones, che Veles, (he MJrade MeTcnai, the 
Coellos, and the Vlllaizancs. But abeve all, 
Don Pedro Calderone excelled, as to the ft- 
N 4 rioua 
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rioiu uid grave part, and ercn in the comic 

ptn he .Airpaflcd all thore that went before 

tum," 

I could not forbear telling Mni, that at 
Victoria I law a play, whidi to me fccroed 
bad enough : and if I might fpeak my judg- 
ment freclf, I would not have them inter- 
mixed with boly tragedies (which require, great 
reTped, and according to their (iihjt&» fbould 
bewOTthiljr managed) any idle or fillyjefls. 
He replied, " That by what I had faid to him, 
ju knew the genius of my country ; thai he 
bad (eldom Qbfmed the French to like what 
the 5papiardi did }" and ai.tfais thought carv 
ried him to Tome difpleafing refleftioni, I »[• 
fured lum, that naturally we have no anti- 
pathy far any nation {.that we even thought 
purfdvet oUigcd to;do jiiAice to our enemies. 
And as to plays, though I. had yet found 
none to my fancy, it did not follow but that 
tbcTC might be others much better and more 
agreeable to roc. The manner of my talking 
to bira a little compofed him t (o that he i«- 
fired m,c to go into hta wifie's apartment, 
which was at the end of the gallery. 

Don Feroand de Toledo, and the three 
other knights, fl<^>pcd there, bccaufe it is not 
the cuftom in Spain for men to go in;o wo- 
men's 
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mat't chambcTi while tbey -are in bed i evett 
a brotber hu not this privilege, unkfi fan 
fifter be fick. Donna Tberefa received me in 
u kind and obliging 4 manner, as if we had 
been ever fo long acquainted. And this muft 
. be confefied, in piatte of the Spaniards, that 
nothing of tbat fort of familiarity which 
comet from want of edacation, or from a mean 
one, appears in their cntenainmenu j for with 
great civilitjr and eameflnefs they are very 
careful to pay what they owe to otben, and 
at the fame tiraedo not forget what is due to 
themfelves. She was in bed without any 
coiiie or nn-net i her hair was jiartcd in. the 
middle of'her forehead, tied bcfaind with a 
ribbon, and wrapped up with camadon>co- 
lored taffiety : her ifaift wa> very fine, and of 
fo vaft a largenefs, that it looked like a fur- 
plice, the flecves were as b^ ai men's, amf 
buttoned at the bands with diamonds : in&ead 
of narrow point at the neck and hand^ fke 
had bei's wrought wrth bhie and ficffa-cdored 
filk in flowers j ber ntttea were of white taf- 
fety pinked.— She hod feverri little pillow* 
tied with ribbons, and trimmed with verj' 
broad and fine Uce : flie bad bafiea alt of 
I of f out de Spain in filk and gaU^ 
N i whictt 
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iwbkh laafc«4 very ynttyi kaWdfltadwn 
«ll of cmipec, gik, wkh Itttk baHs of »ory 
^d.iEbony t the head ofttwas adoandiridk 
fow f«iwf »f frnftll copper telUAart, vary well 

£heiUkBd ae leave >» life, biit.ariiaa te 
satne to [Hft o^kei Aodtingi .atKlih«cK,-flB 
paijJed the luey to be Uibeti ew <)f, tfae ioer\ 
iind U^t tQ be bolAoii I ori^utrod dip sexfim 
of fhu buncadiag t Ste laM me, ^ Tkat 
(be kaew tbfr* was Ame Spwiidt^gmtlanMik 
9(itb. me, and ^m Ike kAd ntfher lokta 
life tbvi ibcy fiiouM fee her feet'"~ 1 1»okc 
0Ut into JMuhwr^ sod b^ged- of her to let 
me i^E tbenaj fori could, not apprebeiidth«t 
tlie thiof ytfti of tkit miMnent. k u tniein* 
^ed, that for tbfu Dnollneb theirafle iilmc* 
(hii\gexc»aKUiwry.i fori bane fiseo children 
«f £x y«4cs old tiwe w l«rgt. ^ foon 4» 
Jhc was u^ ftie took a littW oup full «f :nd 
pwnt», and with a ^aod lange ptmekl Ae laid it 
.ffl, not XMij iipoa hoc cjipeks, her chio,. 
under. Jtcr.-txpfe, «lK«e4w[ «ye-bMWV<ind liui 
cd£^ of l^r euej. kut file olfa duibed tte 
inftdc of her h*ad»t Iv- Absoi - '"^ ^c" 
fliouidcK, Shetoldme, ^'.TkAteM^ aighc 
al gpiqg.to t^d,^ iind.e>wr]!'jiion)ng At si&a^ 
i , . ^^ 
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they hid this color on ; that.ihe did not painty 
and that flie was willing enough to leave Ih* 
-nfe of this red, biit that it'was fuch a general 
cuftom, that it couM not be. difpenfed with j 
fcr let one be of ever fo frelh z color, they 
■would look ^le and fxciij when they were 
Treat others, if they did not ufe«." . 

One of her women perfumed her ft-om 
head to fbot, with exceltcnt paftrils, the fnoke 
whereof fhc made afoend to her ; another took 
oninge-flower-water in her mouth, and rfex- 
teroufiy throagh her teeth Qw Iprinlcled it 
' like rain i^on her ; and this they call reujpa. 
She told me, ** That there waa nothing that 
fpoiled the teeth n»re than this fort of fquirt- 
ing, but that the water fmclled better for it."' 
Of this I doiihced, and I thought it very ugljr 
that an old woman, fuch as Oic was whicit 
I ftwthere, Jhould come and Iquirt water out 
of her mouth into my face. 

Don Auguftin having known by one of his 
wif(^s lervante, that be was dreftd, did nt>t 
Band upon the cuftom of the country, but 
led Don Fernand, and the knights Into her 
chamber. The converfation wai) not long in 
common, hut w« divided ; for my part, I 
iifcouried with Donna. Therefik, and Qii told: 
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me, that flie was bom at Madrid, but 
wai tropght up at Lifbon with Ike grand/- 
mothcr, who was liAer to I>aiL Auguftin 
Pichfico i h that her bu&aad was her g^eat 
uncle } and tbeTe Ton of alliancei are ofteo 
Contra^ed in Spain. She talked to me mudh 
of the yoiKig lafaou of Portugal, and boaflcd 
isjghtil; of her wit, and told me if I would 
go kito her dofet, I ipight judge of ber 
beauty, for Ihc had her piAure there. I inn:' 
mediately went^ and wu furprifed. with, the 
chsrnu I obfetvcd in tbU princefs. She had 
ber bur cut and. curled like the pemwig of 
ao abbot, and an invention, for prefervlng 
cliitdreii futdp fallipg fo big, that th^rc were 
upon it two bafkcts of flower*, and little 
vef&U of a medccinal earth, of whic^ they 
eatAgrcaCdeal in. Poccugal and. Spain, though 
it is an earth that hath little tsfle. Donna 
Tberela fhcwed mc the Oun of a ferpentj 
whiphhcr hu&snd killed in the Indies ^ and 
thpugb it was dead, yet I was afraid of it.. 
Thofe oC this kind are extreoKly duigerous ;. 
but it fccDiis as.if piiovidpnice h^ takencaije to 
preferve meo from then), for tbefe fcrpenta 
have a thing tike a beU about tbtir bead, 
which, ring? wbetv they tuotSf, and ^*C4 
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fofficicnt notice to travellen to fecme them- 
lelvci. 

. Tbu young l»jy> who ia a great lover of 
PortugiJ, difcourfed to me much in it) favor. 
She told me, *' That the fea which flows up . 
into the Tagwa,' renders that river enable to 
bear thegreatcft gallconi^ and the laigeftlbipi 
iipoo the ocean : that the cky of Lifbon 
Sands on the fide of a little bill> vihich iiw 
fenfibly defcends to the very -brink of tbe . 
Tagut : Ds that the houfo being'built on* 
^K>ve anorhcr, are dl feen at once, and 1^ 
that mcaas becooie a wcj pleaCuit prorpcA. 
Tbe old walla, which tbe Moon biiik about 
it, are yet fiandisg : tbne aK of them four 
rounds* built at ieveral tines ; the Uft. nujr 
be about fix leagues in circumffrence. The 
caRle, which ftands upon a hill, hath its pv- 
ticular beauties; in it you lae piJacea, 
churches,. forti£catM>ss, gardcas, armories 
and ftreets : tjKre ia always a good gutiCtm, 
with a governor : tbii fortrefs commands the 
city, and from thence they nuy thunder upon 
if, in cafe it. provea i^Uious. Tbe pdace 
where the S^iag lives, if not for its flrcngth, 
li remarlced for the uBifionnJty of its buildings : 
every thing there is fftat and magnificent ; the 
groTpeft 
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ftroCipeA -it k» m dW' 4ei, haA maJe then 

take fo much care to beautify it. 
-•** SfK difeoturfed to me aftemndBoflluf pub- 
He places, -wMeh are adbrntd witii vatdts an4 
irchet i and of -tlic great boilfes round abaM 
the Domintcam 'convent,- ttktn the idquifi. 
tion is, before t)w gate of which there is a 
feofitain, wMi a great mtiny Amms of white 
marble, -wliicli thMw fbt wMer rarious way*. 
She iMed, Chat the hir «f ]C«»cio b kept on 
the TvM^y ef eviry week, In a pikce ^rhidh 
BrigM be <«kcn for an «titi>hitbeatfe, becaofc 
it Is ewrfraned with tittle bills, upon' which 
uw huilt ^wral fine palacai. There i» ano- 
Ihti place on Ae fide of ifte Tagwa, where 
At nhutet is leept i and there one may meet 
wiA e«ery thing n^klb can he delircd, of 
thelicft Ifl its- kind, either in fowl, fifli, fruits, 
heiha, lorfiulfe. Thecuftona-houfe flands a 
fittle higher Up, wkeie there are infiniM riches - 
«nd rftrkies, and fome Itntificatioiia are latdjr 
made to preferve them. The tnettopdifui 
church is not ctninent for any riling bat its 
anti^ity : it k dediicated to St. Vincent ; k 
is pretended tfiat afKr be had (iiffered mar- 
tyedom, they refufed him hurial, and that the 
ftTefu watchrdorexbtd hedy, till fome pious 
' perlbQa 
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pnfbM CUM and fo^ it <ot)i wat carried it to 
ValeMiB in Sp»n, id ImvC' tt worlttpped ^ 
md for tik4«re«f)ii theft ^e iiT«tt3')a;t)t"m 
the church f aitd -there "A * ^% for - Aemi, 
into whidi ait pot the alaii ■W'fcUy' them 
«>od. . ■ ■ ' 

**|Akb0«gbLiftoii,'cBDtiMretl flie, it a vevy 
^ofaM place to llv« in, yet we iw^ at A1- 
«»iitara; thMviH^e^k not rimve a quntervf 
a league from the city ) there' is in it« ro^ 
iMuft, nM fo fine for its biriMiRS> a> fur its 
AtuBMn i the r^r fcppliee tfte place of -a 
canri : then you mey fee adimnblc gaitleits^ 
filled '«it4i grattes Mil cMaraEbj alfii ptM 
falU^ as wcH as Ipotns «f water. Belem is- 
aot fu fcom hence : tt ie the place dcfigned 
for the fiipalchfc -of the great iC^ngs of Por- 
tugil, in Che church ^ the H'leronimitea : k 
fa aH oovered orei with white marble ; the 
^sv And Anucs are of the fame ; the tomb^ 
He JH'Cwen vows ia three drflerent chspelv 
QOiongft «Aictfi there aw fbme finely wronghr, 
Sctess Feriera, S«cirain, 'anrf fbme other 
plaom about tfie cttyt ire mnafkiblc for the 
yiA quMtiiy et- orMgei and temens growTRg 
Aire 1 the air >im» fiHeU. there is quite per- 
famed i you can kaMtl; fit- down uoDer iht 
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XKO, but yoa are covered witfa their flewen ; 
you may Ice a tbouland little rirulets running 
amongfi tbcipi and it inaji be affirmed, that 
there i» not)uiig more f»v«et lu, the nigbt* than 
the nuirrnvM jMid fajRinony :irhich are fre* 
quently heard. At Belem there are great ma- 
^aiqet of oraogesi both fwe^ and ' four le- 
monf, pome^anaef, citrons, ice. they load 
them in Tmali veilcia, and To export them into 
moft parts of Europe. 

" She lilcewile told me of the k»igbts dtl 
Haiitt it Cbrifta, that ii, the Habit of Chrift, 
whole multitude made them left confidcrable ; 
and alfo of the Counts of the- kingdom, wh» 
have the fdme privil^ci as the.Giandeet of 
Spun i they are <foSiSeA of hi amartta, 
which are .certain landa belwigiog to the 
«TOwn, and divided intp countie4 of a confi- 
dcrable value. She toU me, that when the 
King intended to go abroad> the people had 
notice of it by a trumpet^ which foundi very 
early in the corning, in the |dac« tbiough 
which his MajeAy i« to pafs. For the Queen^ 
there is a flute and a drum ^.Tof the Infanta, an 
baucboy. When ttiey all go abroad together, 
the trumpet, the drum, the flute, and dm 
baittiboy,. march ina company j and by tbii 
meaoH 



s^d J, Google 



F R O H S P A I N. l8l 

means, if any one which cannot get into the 
palace to prefent a petition, be need only 
wait for the King'* coming by. Eight le^guet 
from Coirobria, there i« a fountain in a.place 
called Ccdim, which draws in, and fwallowt 
down every thing which touches its water t 
experiments are often made upon great 
branches of trees, and fometimes of borfcs. 
Which they caufe to be brought there, from 
whence they cannot get back but -with great 
difficulty. 

** But that which cautei the gnateft wonder, 
added (he, is the lake of the mountain of- 
Strella, where there are often found tbf; 
wrecks of Ibtps, broken maft*, *nchii»rs, and . 
fails, yet tbc fta is more than twelve league* 
off, and this i« upon the top of a very high 
bill too) it cannot be imagined by what 
means all thcfe things (hould come there." 

While I was hearing, with great delight. 
Donna Therela relate thefe things, her huf- 
band and the reft of the company came and 
interrupted us, Don Auguftin was a man of 
underflanding, and for all his age, was very 
pleaftnt. ** If my curiofity isnotindifcrcet, . 
pray madam, faid he, tell me what' fubjefi 
this child has entertained you with i" *^ Jl£ 
7Tf, replied flie, (that is my tincle) you may 
caTily 
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Ofi^ bdkve ic wu Bortngftl." ** Ok I I 
tk«MgtH «s Hush, ctJAd he ; tiMre k is fin 
alaniTi cltoo{« iitt ficU of aaioci." «< Dew 
Ga^ fajFs Aa* -dvcrjr body luu feme place 
Shty lmv» Mid wfan once . you. bave got t« 
yvitr ^inxtco^ one -cMtiot dfiw 7011 JniM 
tibcnce.'' *' Ytm hwe bees in the Iidies, 
iwAunCd J, Sat BomuL Tbcrda btb flMsrn 
■c a fti^aCt .which Ae ^n yov kiUod 
then." ,<* itisititue, msdMn, rttnmcd be; 
and if it were not time for you to dioB* it 
WDuU fi*t pfabaUy Ke Bn|lUafmt fisr yaa to 
kv ef 'wh« 1 feftvt fesA thnv. Bae, Z ttoft 
^ ■» AAadmli and if you fAak, 1 wifl 
bring DWnm .ThcreA to yoa -then: it it 
Atn indead* : where 1 ifaoHld Aaj ttje ftepc t/ 
rfificOurfey and when I -OMild teU ynu af 
ibtagt wblch I believe yini anuld not be un- 
witting to know." I affiued hint, he would 
d« flie a pMticuUr f»vor to give me fi> fignal 
a mark of bit kiadncfs } od tliat I (hould be 
lireatljr xleliskced to fee the fair Do»na Tbe- 
tcfa, aod to.hear hert^of the lAdieB, and 
diiboarfe lb adnuniUy on tverj thing. He 
took me bf die hAnI and icd nie dotm inM 
R ball' payed villi narbh, which was hung 
with ' pIQnre* inflead of tapeftry, and fet ' 
rs«nd with aAnns. O^th wai.laid tbeie 
upon 

' C.x,gIo ■ 



T»:OK IS ff A:I IV. 1183 

Hfion • taU« S6t thr nxihK^ikl upon a ^fptit 
«B tbc Saor»- it- wa^.laid! fior Doima Thdrefii 
(ByJWt. aad my dtug^tttr. . -^ : :< 

. .'tiWH ifwi^riicd at.tfiEa bftkieh} noc having 
b««B tifcd tQiluifl is tliit mtontr; howwoPi 
I CdsIg od Botics of ii^ Aul iiad anund id 
tftyttt.fattcXwaBrtteverinMie'Uidir^i n^ le^ 
Khod tfioA lioetiUj: o«e trhile I leaocd upon 
iny iribeir, an4 then mptm my hand. In « 
ivdrdv I oohM. net diiw^ AuAjn tkK gboi' l»df 
jitu not i^ibla-xd. it, for fho tbon^ :dK 
Wooiao in >Fiiiace'wete «la4 a* Hat 'spon a 
IbOE, «9 thejr Bid' ia Span, ^ut: Don i^«r^ 
nand de Toledo, who obferved me luwkfjv 
TOfe f nWi tMet wlili-Dea fitoEEriB. fleCaf 
^•n«Bt ind both nfi tkHi ttid. nc^ . that xUa* 
imeljr I dianid £1 «iih thrah} I wn: willing 
rdottgh, provided Dsma Tikenra ^K^ild 4o 
tbt {feme} but Ac AkA not,. becaiiA (Imm 
Iware «iai, upMi wtn^ file did Dot A i—gh 
«> Ihrc up tor «^ but hy teattk. Bvn A»» 
^MftiD bid bsr cone wchouc oenoiMiy, and 
snU'her, thittiugr nitift. I*t ma fcnowv that 
jbcy vcie gbd to &e ne mt thrir houfe,. £ut 
sfattw^ch wa»ver^ pIcafiMt, watj wheivdiii 
4ady wn At «fost chair, Sic wm no lors at 
cafa cban 1 "«•>,' uthon I fu u^b the carpet. 
'Mc pfotriked, wick a jHWtyfou of bcdom, 

:,:- that 
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that fte newer before ht la t chiir, and thit 
ibc bad never once thought of it. Thus we 
dined very merrily, and there wia- nothing 
which coul4 be .added to the obtigti^ inwitocr 
of my reception in this houfe. ■ I gare to 
Donna Therefa ibme ribbona, pirn, and a fan. 
She wa* mightily pleafed, and returned me at 
many thinks, as if the prcfcDt had been trf' 
value. Here thanka were not common, for 
one could not obferve in them any thing that 
was low or covetous. And to fpcak truth, 
they have lAundanae of wit and fenfe in tbia 
countif i it tppean even in the very Imalleft 
triBea. 

I had not been gme an hour from this boufe* 
when I fan two coac^iea coming toward* ua* 
drawn by fix miUca apiece* which galloped a 
great pace, and fafter than the belt horfta 
could do. I could hardly have believed that 
muks could run fo £ift. But that which I 
moft wondered atj was the manner of theic 
being harnaflcd. Thefe two coaches and their 
fumicuic took up almoft a quarter of a league 
of room. There was one with fix glafies, 
pretty large, and made like ours, except that 
the upper part is very law, and very incon- 
venient. Within, there wa« a corniflt or 
wood gilt, but fo large, thaf it boked like 
one 

C.x,gIo 



fiROM SPAIN. tts 

one for a chamber. The coach was gilt on 
the out-f)(le> which is only allowed to embaf- 
fadon aod ftrangers. The curtun*:were- of 
4aina(k And; cloth feived together. .The 
efiKbmna rode upon one of thcibre ntuki; 
they do bot ride on the coaich-box, although 
there ii onej and' upon my a(king the reafen 
of it,. Don Frederic de Cardonna told me, 
that .he bad been aiTuied, that thit' cultom-. 
bad been ever fince fhtl coachman of thie Lord 
Duke d'Ottvaret drove hi> siafter^ who over- 
bearing fomething of great ioipofcance, which 
the Duke told to one..of bis friends, revealed 
it ; the matter having made a great noife at 
court,[ (for it Iceou the Duke acculed hii friend 
of fome .iadifcredoHt which nevertfaelefa be was 
iBnooent oO ^t*! *ver fiocsj tlaty have been 
fb cautious, that they make the coachman 
ride upon the firft mule. Their traces are 
filk, or hempen corda, fo exccffive long, that 
from one mule to another, there is above three 
ells diftance; :and I cannot underftand, but 
that every thing maft break at the rate th^ 
run. It is true, that though they run very 
faft in the country, yet (hey go very foftly io 
the.city-; and it is a tirefome thing to'gofp 
flowlyas if they told their fieps. And though 
at Madrid^ they have but four mules, yet they 
have 
■ -,C.x,gIo 
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bive a pefttlion.. My itlatian w*r rn tlie firft 
ef ctaHe coscbcs, with, tbfee SpanUh inAiti; 
The g«ndcRfen-ani ithe ptgM wen' in rtw 
other, which was iMt made afttr the. baur 
sitikiwr. I It'hkd W7ts».«)»w cOMfacs form^if 
had ; they, an to let downy and the leather M 
open at tbe bolteiB i ta dnc ivtiat the women 
ccne out (if tiny have 'bo mind their feec 
fiiouU bs ken.) the bsof iskt'dewn to iha 
ground to-hJde their. &iae»^ It had g^flia 
twice M bigu Bijr'faand, taadefaA «o-caeb 
end ef . the eoacK ' ^>r the convcnieiicjr e# 
calling tO'theToottneii. - Noihing niora re> 
fenbJis our gtrttt-wiaiawn than tfide do. 
The Of of '(he ooodti isetwered^ wl(h. gny 
parragan, and' the cnrtaiaB an of th* Auncy 
brgc and: long* -hanging without che'coac^ 
end Rwde to - draw rosnd^ tuid ia« thAened 
withhttftsna and loops r thi» looks vety bad t 
ftnd you arc iadnfed wit&in as if yoii wcce in 
abex. 

*. MyfetatsMi ws^dBcfletij'bdf; Ficncb and 
haK Spanidk She fijcmed; oy(e>}t>jrsd to lae 
me, and ims no tcfs itoi fcr her. '■ At to.het 
pcriba, I foand her n<»«t-ail'cbMgsdj but! 
coi^ notforbeav'taaghing at.her-namer of 
i))eafciiig. She now underftmdt ray Httk 
Fnnchi ^boa^Jbe.aondaa^ fpe^al and 
. lovei 
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IsMei it fonucb^.tliM it is iinpofflhld ibr }iu 
b> loaca fuy .othw loxgutgc: but flie now 
wzcs Iti^iicihSngtUh, Bnd S|Mii&^ witb bpr 
gvn satHftJ: U«f lUge y and tUa' makes 6icb a 
jarg«ji» « ii vcrj flange to one, mho. knew 
her a» I i\4^ ta hftf* ^le f reach laogusp in 
its ptuity^ mi able V> ^eeul Joducm of it to 
(be le»fn«d. Sit* eansot endwe to be.tokL, 
that fte iMl fofgofc it;-:^ uulebt ihe don 
I19IE ^eltey^ it,' h««tngneV«r loft sff -^oalotng 
it; fitbtrwitbi £»»c afiiiBcwnt tMone^f.oc 
wkhtOfflbaJCutcrs and flflWgenf wbtr goaerallf 
vodfit&oo4 it. Ncvotbclefs» ibe i|Kak# it veiy 
t«4iy : apd if one.ia noCat.tfaefditauiii-sbaiik, 
It « ^ft^ilt long: to fpe^k ,a language wem 
whiclh M evefjr dty chai^Qg, uut. cgntiniidlly 
makMg. WW pMgteffioiu. 

I fo^ind ikc iniiu wbieh were, widi bcE 
exceeding beaatH'ul i uid I da afliice you, tbai 
tbcie arc is tbi« couoVjr fame vKiy baadioBti 
aad aniabte. Wc cmbncsl eack otlia: eftea, 
and wut baBlt to Madrid. Befsre we cms - 
there, we palTed over a fandy plucr of abcuti 
four lugttC), but To uBcveiif dut . enty aio- 
meot wc fell into boles Ug ciim|^ to-' buiy 
Ibe coach, and whiph hindered it fripm fioing 
yeiy tuQ.. TJm unenn way JaiW till we 
cime . t^ % little villags ciUed Muidu^ wbidi 
is 
.......C.x,gIo 
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is but half a league fr«ai Midrid. All the 
country hoe ii (fay, atU very open | you caa 
fcarcely lee & tree on any fide yon look. The 
city U fituind in die midcUc of SpaJOi which 
ia New Caftiile. It it above an age ftnce the 
Kings of Spain have cbofen to keep iheir 
court in it, becuile of 'the purity of the air, 
ind the goodnela of the water, which really ia 
lb good and fo light, that the Cardinal Infanta 
would drink no other when he was in Flan- 
den I and h« eaufed it to be brought by fea in 
nvtben jaia, wdl fit^ped. The Spaniards 
pretend, that the: founder of Madrid was a 
prince named OgUo Bianor, fbn of Tiberino, 
King of the Latin*, and of Manto, who had 
a Queen, more famous for the fcience of 
aftrology, which flic underRood to a wonder- 
ful d^rec, than for her birth. It is thought, 
that Madrid muft be in the heart of Europe, 
becaufe the linle village of Pinto, which is not 
above three leagues from it, is called in Latin, 
Pundium; and that is reckoned to be in the 
center of Europe. 

The firft thing lobferved was, that the city 
ja not endofed either with a wall or ditch ; 
the gaKs, as one may lay, arc only made faft 
by I latch } thoTc which I have already feen, 
are all broken j there is not feen any plaeeof 
defience. 
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defence, neither callle, nor in a word} any 
thing which might not be' forced with throwing 
of oranges and lemons ; but yet it oii^ be 
neceflary to fortify this city: the mountaina 
which are round it, are of fofflc ufe lor its 
defence^ I have pafled through Tome .parts of 
them, which are fo narrow, that one might 
Ihut them up with a good large ftone,'and 
with an hundred men oppofe the paflkge of a 
whole army. The flreets are long and even, 
and of a good largenefs, but there is no place 
worfe paved ; let one go as foftly as poffible, 
yet one is almoft jumbled and Ifaaken to pieceij 
{here are more ditches and dirty places than in 
any city in the world i the horlcs go up to the 
bellies, and the coKhes up to the middle, fo 
that it dafhcs ii\ upon you, and your cloatbs 
are fpoiled unlds you either pull up the glaflet, 
or draw the curtains which I hare ipoken ofc 
yfiy often the water comes into the coaches at 
the bottom of the boots, which arc open. 

The houfes have rarely any great gates 
to them, thoTc which have are without 
courts. The doors indeed are pretty large | 
and as for the houfes, they are very baodfome* 
^lacious, and convenient, though th^ aio 
pnly bidlt of earth and bnck. I thiole tbcf 
v:t ritoge^wE u dev a» atf mu» . Tbe ficft 
,'VoL. I. O tmrj 
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Ibrj^'w^h. tbfljr nifc belongs to the King 
tni hr can eUhcr let or fell ir, unleft the 
mmer of the iioufa buy it off, which ia almoft 
fronflanil^ -done, uid rhis J5 a conftderable 
Kvetiue (o the King. 

Tbore i« commoaly in every boufe ten or 
rbadTe rooins ag a floor j in fonic twenty and 
msre ; tbey luve their fummcr and their win- 
ter apBctoienti, a»i very often, <Hie for au- 
.tumn, and another for fpfing time. So that 
bni^vcfy larga familicts- they are forced to 
lodge part of them in fome neighbouring 
faoufea, which they hire on purpoTe for them. 

V6« maft not wonder^ dear coufm, that 
tftey faqvo fo many dbmcfltcs : there are two 
jcajaua-for iti. The iuft is, that both for food 
and WB^t the Spaniards give but two rta>s a 
day, which is not above fix-pcnce of our money. 
I &y. the Spaniards do this, forftrangers-pay 
after tbe rate of fouf rials, which is about 
twelv»-{»encrc of our moaty'.- Neither do the 
Spaniards' give to their gentlehien above fifteen 
Crowns a trwnch, with which they muft wear 
vcivec in winter, and taf&ty in fummor : but 
llwii tWy live only (ipoa onions, peafi^ and 
f(i«h taean ftuff, an<^ thib makes the pages and 
iMttnen as- greedy as dogs. Bat- I fhould 
^Ic of tbr Mhcr domcftk» ai well aa the 
' PH" 
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pagesj Uu i» thj^t. mirttttF litj sat. sife BlSce, 
let ihcn titre wlwt waga thejrwilk Tfaaf - 
-»ra 1ie|)t fo.vBiy huRgry, tttat in canying^ 
dtflies to ttie n'bl*^ An^eat balF Ac viAMh 
that is in thent; -dicy tlMraw it ioto ttaor 
rotHiths lu buaoMg bat» that yoa fltutt obfcrve 
their teeth aU rotten with die pra&ics. I 
advifed my kinfiBaraan to get a little fiber 
ftew^pan made,, and faftened vith a.pa(A«dc^ 
like that belongtBg to.tbe ArcbbiAiop oE Btink 
got, and ihe did fa; and navr^ afttuthe co<A - 
faath filled ii, he Tooks thmugh a^ linte grate 
to fee wheihci the foup doei wdl ; and tfaiw 
the pages get aothing of it- bat the {team. 
Before this invention, il happened a huadnd 
tiroes, that when we thought to' haite cAor 
up fiune broth, vm foiukdBciiher that, nor any 
Atthi for you mulfcknaw,^ that if the Spaniards 
are temperate, it irwhea the expence is their 
own; they are not fo whco they. eat at aw- 
other's coft. 1 bave fcen perfi^os of the higb- 
cft quality eat with . us like to many wolves, 
they were fo hungry : they were ftnfibte 
cBOUgh of it tbenfelres, and praysd us nat 
to VMi^r at it, for they foiuid the ragoos 
after the French oMnncr fo. .excelient, that, 
they could iut iii^ieaf . 

O 2 There 
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Thore are cook's-ihopr aimoft at every cor- 
ner <^ a ftreet: thry have lat^ kettles fee 
upon trevcts. Tixn people may Jiare fudi 
witDMij tbingt n- beu*, garlic, leeks, or a 
litde broth, in which ttoyiAecp their bteai. 
The gentlemen and wattiag-women go tfaicbee 
as other people, for at home they only dreh 
viduals for the mafter aad taiflixns, aad their 
children. Th^ are flmtgely temperate in 
wine; the women never, drinlc any, and the 
men fo little, ihat a «]uarter of a pint will 
ferve one a whole day. Ymi cannot affront 
ft man worfe, tban to call him a drunkard. 
Here is, indeed, a good deal fiiid to make 
up the firft rcafon why they keep (o many 
iervantB. Now follows the fecond. 

When a great mandies, if he had a hundred 
ietvants, bis Ton kecfu all befouod in the 
houfe, without putting one away: when (be 
mother happens to die, either her own da^jgh- 
ler, or her daughter-in-law, ■ takes into her 
iervice ^1 the women- fervanCs i' aiid this cuf- 
tom holds to the foorth generation, for they 
are never turned away. They are >put, as i 
have told you, into neighbouring houfes, ^^^d 
have their ratio or allowances. They come 
often to their mafter -or mHlrefsVboufe, but 
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it is nether to fiiev they are not.dead, than to 
'd»any Terviee. I was to fee the Dutchefs of 
OITuna, who is a very great lady, and I wa» 
ataazei . t« kc ' {o_ many chambcrnlaids and 
women, fot zvtry rootn was full of thetn, 
\ afked her how many the had I She told me^ 
** She had new only three hundredi but that 
very lately Hie. bad Eve hundred more." I£ 
particuiar pccfons have this cuftom of beeping 
f^ many fervants, the King muft needs keep- 
sri}undance miottr which^ without doubt is very 
chargeaUe to him^ and nuft hurt bis aSairt* 
I have becntolil, that in Madrid only, if the 
pcnfions which he gives arc reclconed, he gives 
ratios or aHowaaots to above ten - tfaoufand- 
perfofls. 

■' A^W t^* KingVboiife, the provifidn for ir 
il ^ily brought ia, and it i» regulated ac- 
cording to the- quality of the pcrfbns. Thcro 
ii diflrtbuted both tame and wild fowl, fifliy 
chocolaiey fruit,, ice, charcoal, wax-candleSf. 
oil, bread,. Bad- in a woM, every thing that is- 
necefiary for life. 

: Ambafladors have ihei> certain expenceSf, 
and fo have fome grandees of Spain. Theto/ 
are perfons appointed to fell at their houfesr 
all thofe things which I have juft now nien-> 
tipned,. abd that without paying any cuftom 
O 3 oe 
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•r. CKKlk :' Mifl this (tve* Uicm a ^tea.t deal of 
inoRcy, for tbcdatjet upon sdl fom of goodB 
and waresi are cxc^Hfc high, 
: Noiw but MnktQadns. and itram^ets ^< 
alkiwcd 10. have a great tataxj f<»ttMii and 
pages to &})ow shim: for by tbt pra^atic, 
(bf which . naote they call all their edi£tG of 
icfornuKioD, tbcy are feHiKiden td hate' any 
moK than twoioDBiien'to foUow-them.} It 
it fociewfaat firange, that they>tt1io4rt() four 
or &vt, tntndred fucrfbnt, may fWc bt/KHowed 
above thnt to accoiiq>any tkem. <' ^Ttm third, 
you mufi kmw^ b it graom, whogoeitin fow, 
and Icce^s wau the hodci, to hinder them from 
puttu^ and entangliiig thetr- hgf in their long 
traces^ and be doei not wear a fword M rtae 
footoien'db: jqid'I nmftMeijr ray,:'thaiif ige 
le I ituommendable tfoatity, tficlv three men 
have chat is a good degree, Ihailc foenfdot* 
inen of fiiVy ycai's of age, and never any under 
thirty. Th^ ue very uuplcafaat toJsolc at, 
being Tcry.tawny, and of a clowniOi afpeS j 
they cut ihclr hair clofc on Jh« top of their 
beadc, pnlyHer-around be a little lo^, but 
TCrjr' gFcafy, and feldnm combed. The hair 
they cut on ihc' top of their beads, ii done in 
the fliape of a wild boar's head. They wear 
iMg fvords, ^th' IhtHildcrwbelis abd clodl:s.' 
; ' They 
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They an all cloatbed either in b\ut ot greea, 
and often -their green cloth cloaks ue lificd 
with blue velvet cut in flowers; their -flccvea 
are cither of velvet, fattin^ oi; daaiaHc. Ofl« 
would think that (^e^ fhould be handfom^ 
liveries, but yet I iSare yoji, nothing can h« 
uglier; and their ill Iqo)u idaipaxagc th^ 
cloatbes. They wear bands, but without aijr 
collar, which is ridiculous. And when titey 
ve upon their coaches they have neither gal- 
loom, nor tuf'ted buttons and loops, . not Uif 
ibrt of l-^e OT ttintming.. .,, 

Their gentlemen and their pages always go 
in a coach that follows jthcfe wear black 
doaths in all fcafon;, . In winter ^hey wear 
velvet* with cloth cloaks very long* but vbetf 
tbey mourn, tl^y draw ufwn ibe grouad* 
Although tbej ate pages, tbey wear no fwordsa 
only moft of them kave a little poniard laid 
under their cloaths. In fuinmei,th^, weaf 
either damalk or taffaty, with cloaks of a black 
fluff, very.light. ' 

It is only the great lords and the.tiud^oa, 
ot men of title, which ^ue |>er»itte(l to^ayc} 
four mules to their coaches wiohithole loi^ 
traces iothe city. If any pcrfon, without the 
diftin^ioB of ftnne cbara^cr, let bim be xa 
rich aa be will, fliould appear ia the lams 
O 4 equipage, 

H..„u ..Google' 
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tquipige, he would be affrnnrcd and ahuCcd 
in Uw open ftrect, his traces would be cur, 
tnd himfelf fined very high. H<re, it is nor 
enough to be rich, a man muft alTo be of 
vtat quality. The King only, can have fix 
nulea to hia own coach, and to thofe of his 
attendahts } which coaches ate not like others, 
and aie diftinguifhcd by this, that they are 
AiVercd with green oil-cloth round, as well 
as' on the top, juft as the ftage-^uaches ht 
FrHnce, except that tbey are not of wicken j 
but the carved work is very coatfe, and badly 
d<»ie, and they have falling boots, but all is 
very ugly; and tat would wonder hdw lb 
great a King can make ufe of them, fiut I 
have been told, (bat thcfe fafhioned coadiea 
were in ufii in' the time of Charles V. that 
Ids were juft like them { and that it is in imi- 
tttioa of fd great an Emperor, that all the 
Kings Iffhicb have reigned fince, will have no 
other. Without doubt there muft be Tome 
fuch good lealbn; for notwithflanding this, 
the King has as fine coaches as any that are in 
Ae world, foiiie made in France, and others 
in I^aly, and other parts. The great perfons 
hare alfp vcty ftaicly ones i but after the 
King's example, they do not ufe them four 
fim» in a year. All coaches arc kept in large 
'■ - . courts, 

H..„u...G0Ogk 
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court*, in which there are Icreral partition)' 
ooclored. There are, it may be, to the num-- 
ber of two hundred in one yard, and there' 
are leveral of thefc yard* or courts in divers' 
parts of the city. The rcafon why they put 
rtiem abroad is, becaufe they have no room 
for them at home, their houles being built, as 
> have already faid, without courts or great, 
gates. 'Of late, they begin to alter their 
fH&ton, and ufe horfea inflcad* of mules, 
ikndtobejuft, their horfe? are extreamly beau- . 
tiful; there is nothing wanting to them, and' 
it woiUd be difficult for the heft painters tcr 
draw any in greater perfe£tion. But it Is z 
piece of cruelty to make them draw fuchhuge 
coaches, which are almoft as heavy as a houfe { 
bcfides the flreeis are fo badly paved, that' 
their feet are quite fpoiled in two year's time. 
They coft very dear, and are not big enough" 
for their coaches, Buc I have leen fome draw 
ibeit' pretty Utile calalhes, which were all' 
painted and gilt. Tike thofe which are made' 
in H(^land, and nothing loolctd more pleafant;' 
and by their fwift running, and handfome 
carrying of their heids^ yoUwouId take theoi 
for ftags. Ag foon as you are out of town, 
you may put fix horfes to your coach. Their 
tutncfi-is very neat, and they trim their irianes, 
O 5 which 
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whidi bong to tho {round, with ribbons of 
div«ri colon ; and foAetimei thfey dn(a up 
their manes witb a grut ttubj puSa of liltrer 
gauzei which nuilecB a very )>retty fliow. 
The harnelB for their tduks, itrc made of 
leather, flat and broad, with which they cover 
them almoft all over. 

. Tvo daya ago I went with my kinCwoman 
to tvalk wi(h9Vt St. Bariurdine^ gate. It is 
a place they frequent in winter. Don An- 
tonio of Toledo, fon to the Duke of Alva, 
was there, witb the Duke of Uzcda, and the 
Count of Alcamire. He had a haincfs for his 
horfes of an ICibclla color, which fo pleafed 
me, that I could not forbear fpeaking to him 
of it whea hit coach came near ours. Ac- 
cording to CM^Qrn, he told me, that he laid 
them all at my feet ; and at night when we 
got home,' I was £oM, that his gentleman de- 
fircd to fpeak wi[b me. He made oie a com> 
fjimcnt, and told me, that . bis mafler's fix 
horfei were in my fialile. My kinfwoman fell 
a laughing, »nd made anfwer for me, that I 
was fo lately arrived at Madrid, that I did not 
y;et u(ic|(:iliafid, that one muft not praifc any 
thing which bdoqge, tp fo generous a cavel- 
leiQ, as Don Antonio ^ but however, it wis 
not the fafliion to receive prefents of .fo groat 
value, 
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value, and defirei] hia to take thtm bacji 
agaia. But this he wouM not do ; wc feilt 
them h^gk immediately j )ic rafufed tbem» anil 
fo did we. To be fhort, the wbole evening 
pafTed thus in fending backwards ^ad /orwardai 
At lafV, we were forced to wrke bim a letter^ 
and give ourfelvcs a great deal of trouble tA 
pcrfuade him not to 'take it ill, that I would 
not accept them. 

' I am told* that after the King has :OdM 
made ufe of a horfc, from rffpeft to hinik n^ 
pcrfon will ride on him. It happened, that 
the Duke of Medina de las Torres had bought 
a horfe worth five and twenty thoufaadcro^hH 
he was the handfomeft and the Jincftwhicli 
was ever Teen. He caiifcd his pjdure to be 
taken; King Philip IV. faw it, and bad a 
jnind to fee the horlje. The Duke begged 
him to accept it of him; but be refafed h'un^ 
and gave this reafon, that be fbould Tddom 
ride on him, and that no body would makft 
.ufe of him after he bu) mounted bim, lb Ihtc 
the ftrcngth and ufefulnels of the hotfc vtM 
be loft. 

It is ufual here for good families to (MIt 
their younger daughters to ladies, by whom 
■tbcy are employed for the mod part to «*- 
Jwoider in gold and iiWcr, or in iilk tff'Vati^tM 
. . colors ' ■ 

■ C.x,gIo* 
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ixAon, about their ibift-necks or hands : but 
if tfaey are left to follow their own natural' 
InclinatioD, they work very little, and talk 
much. Theykeep alfo both male and female 
dwarfi, and they ate very ugly ones : the fe^ 
males in particular have vfcry frightAil look«i 
for their heads are bigger than their bodies ) 
tbey always wear their hair loofe about their 
ears, and hanging down to the ground : at 
fiiA fight, you would wonderwhat thefe little 
figures were when tbey prefent ihemfelvcs be* 
fort your eyes. Tbey wear rich cloaths t 
they are their miArefs's confidants; and for 
this reafon, they are denied nodiing they bare 
« mind to> 

' ' In every houfe, at a certain ftated hour, all 
the women meet with the miftrcls of the fit- 
mily, in the chapel, there to-repeat their Ro- 
/ary aloud ; they make ufe of no book to fay 
idieir prayers by ; indeed it is very fcldom they 
btive my. The Count of Charny, who is a 

Frenchman, very handfome, and of great worth, 
•Und ia the King of Spain's general of bis borfe 

in Catalonia, told me, that the other day be- 
ing at mafs, and as he was faying his prayers 
"by his book, an old SpaniO) woman came and 
'Aatched it from him, and with great indigna>. 
4on thHV it to the ground, faying to bim, 

•.. . "Let 
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** Let this aloAe, and make ufe of your beads." 
It is a ftraagB thing to conliderhovr conti- 
nually fond tbey arc' of their beads ; every 
woman there bai a pair fsfleoed to her girdle^ 
and fo longi that they almolt touch the groundt 
They are perpetually ufing them withoat 
ceaflng, in the ftreet, as they- pity at otnbret 
as they difcourfe, nay, when they are making 
love, when they are tetJing lies, or ^>ea|ciiig 
evil of their neighbors. They are conti^ 
Dually muttering over their- heads, let- them 
be in- ever fo much company, nothing of this 
hinders them ilil) to keep on their pace. I 
leave you to judge what devotion there can 
be in this ; but cuftom has a great power- in 
(his country. 

Till of late, women wore farthingales of- a 
prodigious bigncfs ; this fafhion was very 
trouhlefime to thtmrdves as well' as others^ 
There were hardly any doors wide enough for 
'them to- go through : but they have left them 
oS now, and only wear them-when they ap^ 
pear in the King orQucen's prefence. Com- 
monly in the city, they wear-a certain fort of 
vedmenti which, to-fp?ak. properly, is-a young 
or little farthingale. They are made of thick 
V copper wire in a round form, about the girdle, 
there are rkbpnt faAencd io them^wiib which 
' they 
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They tie another round of the fune f6nn> which 
falls down a little lower, and which is wider j 
and of theff th^ have five or fix rousds which 
reach down to the ground, and bear out their 
petticeau and other ganneota. They wear « 
vafi niunber of tbia device; aad one would 
liardly believe that fuch littht creaturca aa the 
Spanilh women arc, could bear fuch a load. 
Their upper garment is always of< a coarfe 
Uack taffaty, «r of ^grcy plain ftuff made of 
goat's hai/, with a trufs or fardic coOiing 
down a little above the knees, and. round the 
upper garmcotl i and if you afk them to what 
end this fervea, they wiU anfwer you, that 
with this they can make it. logger as it wears 
out. The Queen-mothei, as wqll aa others, 
afcs this to all hergarments> Even the Car- 
stelites wear them in Fratice at well as in 
Spain, fiutai to women, it is rather a cuflom 
which they follow, than ^y frugality i for 
they are neither covetous nor good boufewives^ 
and of tbcfe things, they have two or three 
jie^ ones in a week. Their upper garment? 
are fo lojig before, a;id on the fides, that they 
drag a great deal upon the ground ; but be- 
Jiind, they do not drag at ;dl. Though they 
wear thcfU down fo low, yet tbey will tread 
upoatlHca) that tbai.fett inay net be feen, 
which 
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trhicfa are the part* tiity moft induftrioully 
hide. I hftTC beard fsy, ^at afmr a hij has 
obliged her gallant by all pAffible dviliiies and 
compliance, to confirm to him hrir hindneft,- 
fiK will ibew him her foot; atid (hii they 
call the higheft favor; one mtfft needs own, 
that in its kind, there is nothing prtctfer. 
As I have already told yout their feet are fo 
fmall, that their fboes iM^-like thefe of our 
babi«s. Thdy are made of blaclc Sphnifh 
leather, cat upon colored taffatyj Wi^OUt 
hecli, and as ftraJtas a glove. When 'they 
walk, you woald think they flew t we fliould 
not in a hundred years learn their manner 6f 
walking -, they keep their elbows elofc to their 
fides, and walk without raifoig their feet, juft 
as one Aides, But to retdrii'td their habitr 
under this plain upper garment, they hsve a 
dozen more, one finer than another, of rich 
ftuffi, and trimmed with galloons, and lac« 
of gold and filver, to the girdle. -That I haVe 
told you a dozen, pray t)o n6t think (hat I 
exceed the truth : during the exceffivi hjcatS of 
die fummer, theyohly wear feven or eight, of 
which fome are of velvet, and others of thick 
fattin. They wear at all times a white gar- 
ment under all the -reft, which they call Sa- 
bengua; it is made citbtr vf the fiae'Etiglifli 
lace, 
-C.x,gk 



30+ t E.T T E R- S 

lace> or of mufliO} cmbroiderot witb gbld^ 
vid Jb wide,, that thejt ar6ft>ur cUi in com- 
port. I have Teen Ibnae of thefe worth five or 
fix bundriMl cr<>wiu. At boiic.tbey wean 
neither the little, fRrthingale nor pattens, thcfe. 
laft arc a fort <^ liule f<indal, made of brocado- 
OS. velvet, fet upon plates of gold, which raife- 
tbem halfa foot, and when they have there^ 
thej walk, very badly, and. ate apt to falL 
They ufe, hut very little whalebane in their, 
ftays^i the .middle of which are a third part (rf 
an ell. One caiuhardly dee in other countries' 
women fo fieoder. They.lhape their bodies' 
before very bighv but behind, you may fee. 
, Aein to .the middle of the back> they are fe 
Htlc^d, ond.yet this- is oo charoiing fight, for: 
they are all yery.leaa,. though .they would, 
be very forty to be fat. - And this is a great 
error among them. Beltdcs,. they are very, 
(ivarthy j fo that this brown fkln which iS' 
glftWed,to^their. backs, muft ncceflarily be dif* 
pleaiing to thofe who are not. ul«d to it. 
Thpy put.rcd.upoa their (bounders,, which are 
all naked; as well as on their, cheeks. Neitheri 
do they ftand in need of white, which is very 
g9od| but there are ftrw. which knov^ how to 
uf^.iti.at firft.fight yoM can.difcern it. 1. 
bfive fcfn,Ji>fne9f avery.clesrcpmplextoti that 
,' was 
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was natural. Mod of them have very fine 
and exaft features; in their looks, and all 
their anions, you may fee a little defire of 
being courted, which their humor does not 
(KflemUe. It is reckoned beautiful among 
them to have no btcafts, and t^ey take care 
very early to hinder them from growing large. 
As &on as they begin to appear, they bind 
thtit pieces o^l^ upron them, as clofe as one 
Would fwaddle a child. And indeed their 
breafts are as flat and even as a fiicct of paper, 
occqit the boles and hoflownefs which their 
leannefs caufcs, and thole are pretty many^. 
Their hands hare no defed, they are little^ 
white, and well-fiiapcd. Their large fleeresj 
which they fallen at ihe bottom of their wriits,' 
ftill contribute to make them dppear lefr.' 
Thefc flceves are made of talTaty of all colors-, 
like tbofe of the Egyptians, with ruffles of 
broad lace. Ttieir flays are commonly of 
gold and lilver fluff's, mixed wrth' lively co-^' 
lors ; the fleevea of them are very ftrait, and 
thfeir filk fleeres appear inftead of' their flitfts. 
Nererthelefs, people of quaKty wear very fine 
Itncfi { but all others wear little or none. It 
is fcarce and dear ; belides, the Spaniardr 
have that foolifb vanity to defire it very fine t 
infomuch that they had rather have but one 
fuch' 
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titch fbtft than half a dozen a little coa'rJe i 
and either lie in bed till it is walhed, or elfe 
drcTs thcmfclves without any, which they 
very frequently do. They ufe this line linen 
after a bad manner when they walh it ; lor 
the women lay it upop rough ftones, and To 
beat it hard with a fliclt* by which means, 
tbere fball be a hundred holes in it immedi* 
ately. There is no difference between the 
beftand the worft laundrers; all thcfe. crea- 
tures are very aulcward. 

£ut^ to return to the wonen's cloatha 
which I have oTien kft) tbit 1 might give 
an account of feveral things which occtiried 
ta Bie. I muft tell you, that they wear ^toat 
their neckt booe-lace, etnbrwdercd over 
witk (cd or green fi|k^ or., gold or lilver. 
They wear ^dlca all of medals asd 
rcliques. There are diver* churches which 
have not fo many ; they wear a)fo the cord of 
fome Older, either of St. Francitr the Cat- 
iiMlites, or feme other. It is a fmall coid, 
inade {citfaee of Uack, wlute, or brown wool, 
ia. worn on the outOdis of their ftayt, aad 
hfngs down before t^ the edge of their petti- 
coats. They are full of knots, and commonly 
upon- every knot tjiere is a diamond ilone 
bfleoed. They make vows to fome faint or 
I other 
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other to wear their cords ; but if the reafon 
of thefe vows was cnqnirett intd, it would 
not be found vfry good.. 

They have great ftore of Jewell, thefineft- 
that can be feen. Neither & it enough to 
have one fct of jewela, aisoiir.Jadiee io France: 
havej but thefie of Spain mult bayeeight or t«i ;. 
fonie of diamonds, others <rf rubies, eraeraldb. 
pieaHa, Turkey ftones; and in fhwt, of aU 
fgcts. But tbe worlunen ftt thun vfry, bad* 
for the gneatefl part of tbe ^tamofid fo hid,. 
very little of k is feen.. tl Uknt^he fMfoA of 
it, and thej told mc, that to 'them the |t)ld: 
looked as wdl ai tlie floses. . £uC J wn of 
opioioB, that their lapidlrita ^ not uttder- 
fiand how to fet theAi bettea. Imvlk except. 
VerbectWhoGhadothem wcllfffae wiJl Ulw. 
tbepaBifc 

The ladies wear at tbe top of tbeir ilfeji a. 
broad knot of diamonds, from whence there 
hsngt a . chain of pearl, or ten or twelve. 
kobts of diamonds, whicb they faAon at tb«. 
Qtb^r cod to tbeir 6dcs, They- aever iMar; 
ay necklace, but they wear bracdeta, riogs^. 
and pendants ( the latter of which .art' longer' 
than a perlbn's hind, and fo heavy, thai I 
have wondered how they could carry tfaeDl 
without tearing out the hole of theic ears t 
, ■ - to 
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to which- they add wbitever they think pretty^ 
I Inve Teen fomc have large watches hanging- 
there, others padlocs of precious ftones, itnd- 
' even yottr fine wrought Englifh keys, and 
little bells; They- alfo carry upon (heir 
Oeevei, their fliouldenSf and all about their 
doaths, Agnut An't^-and tipall images. They- 
h«ve theiF beadf Ituck full uf bodlciAs, fome 
EiMd< of diamonds in the &ape of.a fly,, and 
others Jike.buttCrSiesi-wbore colorB "are diftin- 
gvifhed by wiaocftoneti: tbey drers their 
bcMlB ftfter ferva\ ifafbtons, but ftill they 
thufl be naked i they part their hair an' the 
fidea t^ the bead, and Uy- k . acrofs on their 
ferebcads % it fliinei fo, that without exa^e^ 
rstitrg, we mky fea^ouriblves' in it. • For- 
iiierly'riMy wore w-ireblbr iodcof bvr, 'tbe 
worft made that yol can fee, and tbrs they- 
If read 'upon their, fbouldtrs, left tbeir ^dwr 
bair fljDutd mix with it, which indeed is very 
fine. They haveufually (jve rows of curls, to 
which- they fa^oii knots-' of ribbons, or dfe 
pearls,' aai thtle'thcy tie altogether 'to' their 
^rdlct, anA in ftfrnmer when .ihey are at- 
hofneyithiy vnttp them up in a piece of co- 
lored tai&ty, trirbmed with thread bone-lace. 
Tbey never wear any fort of coif, either 
aigbror day. I have, feen fomc which have- 
bad 
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liftd their beads drelTed up with feathers like 
little children. ' Tbefe feathers are very cu» 
tiout, and fpotted with, Jifierem colors, which 
make them much more beautiful, I caiUKA 
imagine^ why they do not mak« Aicb io 
Trance, 

The youHg wouKt), or new married, hare 
very rich cloaths, and their upper garments 
are colored and embroidered with gold. J 
west to ilite the Princefs of Monteleon : jbe is 
a little creature not above thirteen years old, 
and. was lately married toJier coufin-germaii, 
Don Nicholas Pignatelli } her . mother is 
the daughter of the Dutchefs of Terra 
Nova, nominated to be Camercra- Major, or 
fifft Maid of Honor to the new Quien. 
Thefc, that is to fay, the Dutchels of Terra 
Nova, D' Hijar, and Monteleon, withi ihe 
young princefs of the fame name, and her 
little fiflers, dwell all together. The Dut- 
chels of Terra Nova may be about tbreefcere 
years old -, my kinfwoman is one of hei inti- 
mate friends, and (he received, us with fuolv 
civility and Icindiiefs as is not ufuaJ with her. : 
for it .is certain,, there is not in the world. a 
more haughty perfoa, her very looks declare 
faer to be fo : her voice is hailh, Ibe fpeaks 
-little^ and would be thought of a kind, aad 
good 
H..„u ..Google 
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good iiKture / but if what ii Cud be true, flk 

u not really fo : you fluiU hardly meet wkk 
a greater {hare of wit, and a more pierciiig 
judgnent than Ihe haa ; fhe difcourfed to us 
Biucb of the place fhe wu going to takeupon 
her in the Queen's boufe. Sayi fhe, " I will 
negleA nothing to make viyfelf acceptable to 
her, 1 wilt endeavor to difcover every thing 
that may p]eafe her ; 1 am /cnlible that a 
young princefs, born in France, muft be al- 
lowed a greater liberty iban aa infanta of 
Spain, born at Madrid. So that by coe, Ibe 
{hall not be able to And any difference -be- 
twi;tt this and her own country." She pre- 
.fenled me with a pair- of beads of Paulo 
d'Aguita, which is a. curious fort of wood 
that comei from the Indies. Really they are 
fo long, that when 1 hold them in my hands 
they reach to the ground. They are trim- 
med with two bunches of fmall green taffety 
ribbon, each bunch .hat about three hundred 
ells in it. She gave me alfo. fyott pucaiOK of 
Portugal, which are pots and diflies made of 
that medicinal earth, and are adorned with 
{illigrane work: Ihe alfo prefented me with 
ftveral other pretty loy^ ■ . 

You can hardly fee any thing that looks 
more fplendid tbap this koufe of. theirs j tbey 
make 
C.x,gIo 
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make ufe of the upper aparUnents, which are 
hung with lapcflry, all done with raifed work 
of gold. In one great chamber, which is 
longer tfian it is broad, you may fee fcvcral 
glafa doors that go into clofets or little cells. 
The firft of which is the Dutchefs of Terra 
Nova's hung with grey, a bed of the lame, 
and every thing elfe very plain. On one fide 
lodges her daughier, the Dutchefs of Mon- 
teleon, who is a Widow, and has her rootti- 
furnifKed like the mother's. Afterwards you 
come to the Princcfs of Monteleon's cham- 
ber, which ia not larger than the others, but 
her bed is of gold and green damafk, lined 
with filver brocade, and trimmed with Point 
de Spain. The flicets were laced about with 
an Englilh lace of half an ell deep. Over 
againft it were the chambers of Monteleoti 
and Hijar's children, which were furnifbcd 
with white damafk. Next to thefe Is the lit. 
tie chamber of the Dutchefs Aijar, furninied 
with crimfon -colored velvet upon a gold 
ground. Their rooms were no oiherwife di- 
vided than by partitions of a beautiful wood ; 
and they told me, that fix of their women 
lay in their chambetS| upon beds brought 
thither at night. 

The 
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The ladies were in a grciat gallery, fpread 
wiih a vety rich root-cloth ; there were fee 
round it. cnaifoa-colored velvet cufhions em- 
broidered with gold, and they are longer than 
they are broad : there were alfo feveral great 
cabinets inlaid and adorned with precious 
floncs, but they are not made m Spain ; and 
between them were tables of filver, and ad- 
mirable looking- glafTes, both for their large- 
nefs and rich frames, the worft tf which 
were of filver. But that which I thought 
finelV, were their efeaparatts, which is a kind 
of clofe cabinet, with one great glafs, and 
filled with all the rarities that can be ima- 
gined, fuch as ambergreafe, porcelaine, chrif- 
tal, Bczoar Hone, branches of coral, mo- 
ther of pearl, (illigrane in gold, and a thou- 
fand other things of value. There I faw a- 
Alfa, and upon its head there was a little 
tree; it was neither of wood nor of mofs; 
jt grew on the top of ihe filb's fcull, which 
is very fmall. This feemcd to me a great 
curiolicy. 

We were about threefcore women in the 

gallery, and not fo much as one man among 

us. They all fat down upon the floor crofs- 

legged. This is an old cuftom, which they 

have 
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have derived from the Moors. There was 

only one great elbow chair of Spanifh leather, 
flitcbed with filk> and vetj ugly. I alked 
for whom it was defigned ? They toii me it 
was for the Prince of MonCckwOt who cune 
not in till after all the ladies were retired. I 
could not long fit after this fa&ionf and 
therefore I got fome culhions under me, iive 

' or fix of which were faftencd together by « 
filver brace full- of olive ftonCst tb«t it might 
not break through. When any lady cones 
to vilit, the he or (he-dwarf contest to giv« 
notice, by kneeling down upon one knee, 
upon which all the company rifes, and the 
young Princefs walks before ai far a* the door 
to receive the lady who comes to fee her after 
her marriage. In faluting each other they 
do not Icifsf perhaps it* is becaujfe th^ will 
not rub off the color from one another's 
faces ; but they fliake hands with their gloves 
off, and in difcoufe they fay thou and thee ; 
and without calling one another either Ma- 
dam, Lady, Highnefs, or ExcelJencf ; they 
only fay. Donna Maria, Donna Clara, or 
Donna Therefa. I was willing to know (he 
reafon of this lamiliar way, and I learned that 
it was to avoid all occaitonof offence amongft 
them i and that as there were different ways 
^ Vol.. I. P- ■_ e.oo-^Rf 
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«f rpealdng to djftinguilh the great difference 
of qu^ily and degree, and that it was not ' 
eafy to obbrve -all the rules about tiitm, with- 
out ^mctimct giving diftaftci therefore to 
prevent it, Atf 4iave chofen to Ijxtlc to each 
other without any ceremony at all. I muft 
aiCo add, that -the women here do not inter- 
Biix, and To there are dways pcrfons'of quality 
«>gether. The mves of the grademen of the 
long robe never fomuch as vilit thecoun ladies, 
ud a nan of inferior birth never marries with 
ft womanof quality : you never fee thofe who 
■re not gentlemen mix with the nobility, as 
in France; fa liiat there can be littte danger, 
as long as they aiTociate together. If (here 
conies in a hundred ladies one after another, 
every one rifes up ai often, and they go as if 
io proceflioa, as lar as the anti-chamber . to 
receive dien. I was fo tired that day, that 
1 was IB a very ill humor. 

They were all very well drefled ; and as I 
have already told you, they have very rich 
dwths, and their jewels are extremely fine. 
There were two tables for the game of ombre,' 
at which they played very high, and without 
any nolle. I cou4d not underftand their cards ; 
they are as thin as paper, and painted after a 
4iuite dtfierent vnji from ours. One of thofe 
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tAds look ai ir one held a tetter i when they 
fan a good game ia band* it were eaTy for a 
"cheating gameft^ to dilcover fevcral of their 
-cards, if not the whole gxtne. 
- While they played, they difcourfed of news 
-of the court' and the city : their converfatiotl 
>is free and plea&nt, and it muft be candidly 
confelled, that they have a certain quicknefe 
-of'wit, which we cannot come ap to. They 
^re very kind and friendly, they bve to pruli^ 
and do it after a genteel way, very tngent' 
-oufiy, and with great judgment. I am allo- 
niflied to find fuch ftrength of memory joined 
with fo great a degree of wit and undcrftantU 
ing. They are compiffionate, even almoft to 
'a fault. They read and write but tittle, yet 
by that little which tiwy do read, they im- 
prove much, and that little they write is both 
exad and conctfe. 

Their features are very regular and deli- 
cate } but their exceffive leannefs offends a 
perfon that ia not ulcd to it. They are of a 
brown completion, and thetr faces very 
linooth. The fmall-pox muft needs not do 
them fo much hurt, as it docs in other coun- 
tries, for -I have ftldon fcea any marked 
with Uien. 

P a Their 
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Tbeir bair ii as black as jet, and very 
ihitiing, notwUhflaodiiig* there is caufe m 
tfiinlc that they foaib ioog with «n& and the 
fame comb, for the Qtbci^.-d^y I law at the 
Maccfaicueia ■ of ALconnizas (wbo^is lifter to 
the Conftabte of Caftille, and whofe firfi hus- 
band was the Count and 0uke of OlivaresJ 
ber toilet fpieadi and althpugh Ibe is one of 
the neatcft and ric^eft Jadies, and the toilet 
was laid jjpon a littkiUver table, yet it was 
prty furnifli^.wuh a linall, piece of callico, 
3 looking-glals not larger than one's hand, 
two combs, and z little box, and in a fmall 
china cup fome whJrc of an egg beat together 
wilh fugar-candy. 1 alked one of her women 
.what Ihe did yritb this; iht: toM me, this 
was to take the dirt oS her face, and to make 
it Ihine. I have fecn fome whofc faces 
were bright to an allonilhing degree ; you 
would think that they were varnilhcd over ; 
and the (kin is lb pulled and rubbed, ihat I 
am confident it does a great deal of hurt; 
Moll of the wpmen make themfelves eye- 
brows, and they have only a little thread of 
hair, which in my mind looks very ugly ; 
but that, which is yet worfe, they comh-th« 
middle of their foreheads fo much that they 
make 

: ■ .,.....c.x,gio 
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Riiike their eye-brows meet; and this with 
them ia extremely beautiful. 

But yet there are a great many whofe fan- 
cies do not lye thti way, I have leen Tome 
Spantfli women more exa<% to the nile» of 
beauty .than out French women, notwith' 
ftanding their way of dreffing crofs-ways, and 
the little advantage which they give to their 
faces. It may be faid, that they are lilce 
things made out of rule, for they have nei- 
ther hair, nor cornet, nor any ribbon, tO' 
-fet them off ; andi yet, there is no country 
can flww fuch eyci ai theirsjihey are ft> 
very fprightly, and declare fo much wit, and 
talk to one in a language fo kind and intelli- 
gible, that if they had no other charms, thefe 
alone would nialie them pafs for handfome 
women, and unavoidably fteal- away one's 
affeflions. Their teeth are very eveh, -and 
would be white enough, if they took 4 little 
care of them, but they negle£l them; and 
belides, their frequent ufe of fugar and cho- 
colate does them much hurt, Theybave all 
a bad cuftom here, the Women as well as the 
men, which is<o pick tHnr teeth, let them 
be in what company they will : thi« they 
reckon as a diverfion, and do it with grave 
look). They do not fo much as know what 
P 3 belongi' 
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bdongt to hare them cleaned by an artlfH 
there is no fuch trade there, an I wl e:i they 
Bccd them to be drawn out, they get the 
furgeoiu to do it, if they can. 

At my Jirft coming in to vifit the PrinccA 
of Mmiteteon, I was furprized to fee To many 
yoting ladiet with great fpedacles on their 
nofcs, and faftencd to their ears t but that 
which yet feemcd flrangeft to me, was, that 
tbey made no ufisof them where it was necef- 
fary: they only difcourfed while they had 
them on i I wa« difiiirbed at it, and a&ed the 
Matchioneft de la Rofa (with whom I have 
contraded a. dear ffiendibip] the realbn of tN 
She ii a pretty ftirt of woman, and under- 
fiand* how to live. She has great wit, and 
is a Neapolitao. She fell a laughing at my. 
queftiony and told me, that it vtm done to 
make them look grave, that they did sot 
wear them for twceffity, but to draw refped. 
** Do- you fee that Jady, lays flte to me ? 
(meaning otie that was near ut) I do net 
believe, that &nce flte was ten years old Ihe 
ever left them off, hut when ihe went to- bed. 
In truth, th^ both eat with them, and in the 
ftreetB and aflonblies you can never fiul of 
meeting abundance of men and women with 
their ipoftacles. Upon this occaSon I nii»ft 

&xf?" 



needs tell you, continued (he^ thxt Cotat time 
ago the Jacobine fiiars had a fuit in law of 
iiigh importance ^ the fucccfs of which they 
were too much coacerned toneglefl any means' 
of obuining it. One of the young fathen of 
the convent had fome kindred of the higheft 
quality, which upoahis-account foUcited very 
bard .on their behalf. The prior aflured him, 
that if through bis credit and intercft they 
jhould get the better of the fuit, he could 
aot afk any thing but Ihould be granted hiov 
for an acknowledgment: at lengdi they gained 
their point, and the young father,, tranfported 
with joy, irnmediately ran to tell the news^ 
and it the fame time prepared himfelf to aflc 
a favor which, a long time he had had a great 
defire to obtain. But the prior, after haying 
embraced bim, with grave looks and tone,. 
(aid to him» Htrmam^ penga las tjalaif which, 
b to fay^ Brother,, put on fpe^clei. The 
honor of this peuniffion filled the youn^ 
^onk with a ftrange joy ; he thought himfelf 
and his care too highly recompenfed,, and bad- 
nothing elfe to aflc. TheMarquitof Aftorgas^ 
Viceroy of Naples, added the, had his ftatue 
ts the middle cut in marble, upon which b« 
was very careful to caufe. his beft Jpe£Ucle$. 
to be put. Iti»fo comoiDii a thing^ to weac 
P 4, them^, 
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them, that I hare heard there are dilTereiit 
Jpedlades, according to the different qualities 
and degrees of men anJ women; Propor- 
tionably as a man's fortune rifes, he inqfeafed 
in the liTgencfs of his fpe^lacle-glaflcs and 
wears ihem higher upon his nofe. The 
Grandees of Spain wear them as broad as 
their hand, which for diftini^ion they calf 
ccalet. .They faft^ them behind their ears, 
and leave them off ia (eldom as they do their 
collars. Formerly they had the glaflcs of 
them from Venice, but ever fince the enter- 
prize of the Marquis of Cueva, whicl^ was 
called the Triumvirate, becaufe there were 
three perfons who undertook to fire the arfe> 
nal of Venice with burning-glafTes, and by 
Ais meSis tomalce the King of Spain mafter 
«f thaccity. The Venetians, to be revenged, 
caiifcd a raft number of thofe ocales to be 
mnde, and lent to their ambaflador at Ma- 
drid. He prcicnted fome of them to the 
whole court, and all that ufed them were 
almoft blrnded with them ;' for they were 
made of 'btirning-glafs, and very artificially 
done, and fet in certain frames made of com* 
buftible matter, which with the leaft rays of 
the fan would put all in a fiame. It hap- 
pened upon a council'day, that in the room 
Mfhcre 
- .......C.x,gIo 
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where they fat, one of the windows were left 
open, and the Tun fhintng perpendicularly on 
their fpeftacles, all on a Tudden they per- 
ceived a dangerous kind of fire contrived 
^ainft their eye-brows and hair ; it b hardly 
poffibltf to imagine what a fright thefe vene- 
rable old men were in." " t could wifli, faid 
X to the Marchionefs, that this ftory was cre- 
dible, for it is very pkafant,"' " As J did 
-not Tee it, replied fhe, fmilinf, lb I cannot 
poiitivcly affure you that it is true : but tte 
bufinefs of the Jacobiw- friars which I have 
related to you, I had from the beft autho>> 
rity," 

I have fince obferved feyeral perfons of 
quality in their coaches,' fometimes alone, 
and other times in company, with thefe great 
fpeSacles hung upon their notes, -which in 
my mind is a (Irange fight. 
- This Princefs gave us a collation, her wo- 
men, ,to the number of eighteen, brought 
£very one of tbem a large filver bafon full of 
fweetmeats^ wrapped up in a paper, for that 
purpoTe, cut atid gilt. In one, there was a 
phimb, io another si cherry or an apricot, 
And fo. in all the reft. accordingly. This to 
me Teemed very neat, for by thisVay, a per- 
Soa U^tu eitbvr eat or ' carry Mvay, without 

^5 ■ Cuu|lJ 
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ibitiDg their fingeri or pockets. There wew 
fyme ancient ladles, who after they ba4 e« 
or tfaefe fwwtmeatE till they were ready tt> 
burftf filled, fice or lix handkerchiefs full, 
for they bring tbeni on purpolo ;- and though 
they are well obfervcd,. yet no notice fceraa 
to be taken, but- they are fuficred to uke as 
much and a* often as they pleafe ; they tie 
thde handkerchiefs with firings quite round 
their little fardingales : thii b- like the hook 
Whidi is ufcd in a pant^, upon which is 
hung all fort of &e(b and fowl. Aftenvarda 
ibcy prefent you with chocolate every one 
a china cup full, upon a difli of agate fet i« 
gcAAt with fugar in a box of the lame. 
There was bme chocolate ordered with ic% 
and fome hot, and fome made widt milk and 
Kgs : youL drink it with fome bifcuit, or elfe 
with fome thin bread ai hard as if it were 
toafted, wbich^ they, make fo on purpole. 
There are fome women which will drink fie 
«ups one after another, and this they do^ 
very often twice or thrice a. day. It is not 
to be wondered that they are fo dry, fincc 
nothing can be hotter than this liquor; and 
befidcs, tbey eat every' thing fo very high 
feafoned widi pepper and fpiee, that one would 
think ^impoffible tbeylhould not be burnt up^: 
then 
- Co.>glc 
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tfaere were levcral alio, who eat grett. 
quantities of the medicinal eaitfa. I have 
already told you, tiiat they have a vaft defire 
for this earth, vriiich frequently caures in 
ttiem great obftru^ons } their fiomachs and 
their bellies, vrill be fwelled with it, and be- 
come as liord a*a ftone, and they themlelve» 
as yellow as faffron. I had a mind to.taftft' 
this . ragou, which- is To much efteemed be- 
yond irs worth, but I declue I bad. rather. 
eat a piece of ftone. 

If you hare a dclire to oblige them) yot> 
null treat them with fuch kind of thin^ 
which ibey call bams; and very oftea tbeic. 
•onfellbrt enjoin» them to no other peonaiK^ 
than to forbear one whole- day from eating 
thereof.. It ia faid to have a great many 
properties i it is good agaiall poifon, xtH 
sures abundance of difealcs. I' have » large 
cup made of iti which holds a pint ; it 
l^ils wine that is put imo it, but it make» 
water excellent, which feems as if' it boiled^ 
in it, at leaft, you may obfervc it to worfe 
and fret, if I may be allowed the expreffion t 
and if it is left a little while, the oup will) 
be quite empty, the nature of die earth 
makes it fo full of pores } it has a firong 
fcent. Wc drank water there, which wat 
very 
■ , ■ C.x,gIo 
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weiy wdi ordered ; it nay be truly fsid, that 
there ii not any place vhcie they drink it 
cooler ; th^ niSa ufe only of fnow, and 
are of opioion that it cools much better than 
ice> It is the cuftom here to drink very 
coid water before they take their chocolate, 
whifh otberwi& they think would be unwhol- 
finne. 

- After the collation was ended, flambeauxs 
vtre brought in : there came in firft a little 
fimple fellow, whofe hair was while with age» 
governor of the pages : he had a large gold 
chain and a medal about his neck : this was 
a prelent be had at the Prince of Mon:cleon's 
siarrii^. He kneeled down upon one knee 
91 the mithlle of the gallery, and aloud, faid, 
*' Let the moft holy facramcnt be praifed ;" 
tt> which every one anfwered, ** For ever.** 
This ii their cuftom, when light is brought 
ki. Next came in tiftaity-four pages, fol- 
lowing two by two^ and in-the fame manner 
kneeled upon one knee ; every one of them 
brought two great flambeauxs, or one branch, 
and when they had placed them upon the 
taUes, went out with the fame ceremony. 
And then all the ladies made to each other a 
low bow,, accompanied with a wifh as ^en - 
they fiieeze. It is fit I Ihould tell you that 
theft 
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thcle branches are full of lamps, faftened to 
a filvcr pillar* whofe foot is very broad } there 
are moft times eight and twelve pipes to every 
lamp, in which the cotton burns, fo ihat this 
gives a very great light. And to increafe it 
yet more, they fallen a filver pUte to it, in 
fuch manner,' that the light reflects upon it. 
You are not troubled wi:h the fmoke, and 
the m\ they burti is altogether as good as that 
of Provence, which is eat with fallad. I 
lilted this fafiiion very well. When all the 
lights were put in their proper places in the 
gallery, the young Princefs of Monteleon or- 
dered her women to bring in her wedding- 
cloaths, that I might fee them ; they brought 
thirty-fix balkets full, which were as deep and 
as wide as table-balkecs ; they wer&fo heavy, 
that there were four Aromen to carry one 
bafket. In them there was, whatever is pof- 
fible to be feen that is 'fine and rich, accord- 
ing to the fafltion of the country ; amongft 
other things, there were fix of a certain fort 
of clofc coat of gold and filver brocade, 
made like.vefts to wear in a morning, with 
buttons, fome of diamonds, and others of 
emeralds, and of thefe every one had fix 
dozen. The linen and lace weie not infe- 
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rJor to the reft. Sbe fbewed me her jenr«I*> 
allbf which were admirable,, but fb badly, 
let, that the Urgeft there would not make. 
» better fliew than a jewel fet in Paris,, 
which might be purcbared for about thirtjr, 
loui* d'or's.. 

I will not write to yo» often,, bccaufe I 
will alwajw haM a ftock of news to tell joa ; 
which in, thi« place it pretty long in pick- 
ing upt Pardon this tedioua^ letter, and the 
little mecbodi wbicfa. I have obferved in it (. 
I have written' thingi down jfift. a* tbejt 
' came into my mind, and that is bad enough ^ 
but in your love, dear coufin,. I am faGL 
from, all my faults. 

From Madrid, 
March zg^. 



.......Google 
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I Fev you. will take it ill that t have omitted 
writing to you one poft ;. but dear coufin*- 
I wat willing to-be informed of divers tliiagf>. 
which I am now gmng to lelote. 

And firft, I will fpeak of the- churcbes of' 
Madrkli which I find, emieafnly beautiful and 
neat : the women of quaUty feldom go t*' 
them, bccaufe they have all their chapcl» !■ 
their boulei ; bat tbere are certain days in the 
year that they nerer fail lo> be at them ; of 
which onmber. are all the days in tbe paffion^- 
week } and there alfo they make their * fbb- 
lionSj and fbmetimes go to confcflion. 

Our Lady's church of Atocha, thatistofay, ■ 
our Udy of the bufli, i$.indeed a very 6ne one. 
It flandt within a Urge convent, whicb.is filial 
with EcligiouS' w(mien>. who feldoai ok nevor 
go out of it,, that being one of their rule* tbc^ 
are obliged to obfe»e. Tbey lea(| an auflere 
liCe i. and from ail parts, people corae to pay 
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their devotion here; and when the Kings of 
Spain have gained any vidories or happy fuc- 
cefs, thither they go to Ting Te Denm, 
There you will kt a virgin holding a young 
Jefus, which they report to be miraculous. 
She is of a blacic complexion, and very often 
th^y dTcCi her up lilce a widow ; but upon 
great feftivab, Ihe is richly cloathed, and To 
adorned wirh jewels, that nothing can be feen 
more magnificent. ' She bath' in a particular 
manner the ftin drawn found her bead, whole 
l>eams flirne admirably. - She aLw&ys has a 
'large pair of betds,,' cftllcr Iti her h'anij, or 
bung at ber girdle. This chapel is on one 
fide of the body of the church,, and in fuch a> 
■place, as woultt be very dark, were it not 
that riiere ii continually burarng above att 
"hundred great lamps of gold and- filrct-. The 
King has his gallery there, whofe fore-part i» 
made up with a letdce window. In all their 
churches they make ufe of h^Ibcfcs to kneel 
«n i and when a perfbn of quality, or a ftrange 
lady' Ami^ in, -the finton fpreads a large 
carpef beforetTiem, upon whieh he either fets 
an oraferji ' with cufbiohs, or elfe h« leads 
"them (oeert'iin Ifttle clofcts, all painted and 
gilt, with glafs windows round, where one is- 
vcfy conveniently pUced. 'There never fails 
a Sunday -^ 

L., ..u...C.0Ogl.C 
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a Sunday that the altar is not tlluminat'cd 
with above an hundred thick wax candles. 
It is lilcewife adorned with a prodigious quan- 
tity of plate, and fo are all ' the churches ia 
Madrid. Here are abundance of fine walks 
made of green turf, and let full of flowers, in 
which (hey place a great many fountains, from 
whence the water falls into barons, either o£ 
filvcr, or marble, or poriphyry Hone. Round 
about ihcm they plant great niimbers of 
orange-trees, as high as a man, and thefe are 
let in very fine boxes t and among thefe they 
turn joore r<;veral birds, which make a pretty 
fort of mufic. And this as I have defcribej 
to youy Ms almoft all the year ; neither are 
their churches ever without orange or jeiliunia 
trees, which perfume them much better than 
their incenfe. 

In the chapel which they call Our Lord's of 
lAlmunada, you fee a virgin, which they tell 
you St. James brought from Jerufalcm, -and 
hid in a tower which is in the middle of 
Madrid. The Moors having befiegcd the 
city, the inhabitants were reduced to fo great 
a want of provifions, that they were deli- 
berating to furrender, when on a fudden they 
found this tower full of corn ; they concluded 
fuch a plentiful and fcafonable fupply could 
be 
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be no lers than the effed of a mirade. Tlliv 
filled them with joy and new courage, and 
made them To vigoiouAy defend the city, that 
the Moors, Fatigued with, a long Tiege, were 
forced to cetice. Afterward), they found the 
ioiage of the virgin, and in gratitude, they 
built a chapel for h«r, upon the walls of 
which this whole hiftory is painted in frefco. 
The alur, cails, and all the lamps, are of foliit 
filver. 

The Miaimc friars have a cburcb near this^ 
in which is the chapel of Our Lord of Soledad^ 
where the Salutation is every night faid j tht» 
is a place of great devotion ;. I mean for tbofa 
who are truly devout } for there are a great 
nany peribtia which ntake it thetr rendezvou* 
for other purpofes. 

But St. Ifidore^ chapel furpair»a]| in beau- 
ty. He is the patron of Madrid, and he was 
but a poor laborer. The walls of the chapH 
are all calcd with OHU'ble of divers colors, and- 
iti pillars- ar« of the fame, and fo are fome 
ftatues of certain faints. This tomb is in the 
; middle,, and four pillars of poripbyry fupport 
over it a crown cut in marble, in which are 
leprefeated. flowers, whofe colors are fo very 
natural, that one may fay, ait has outdone 
aatuut. The cupulo. without is adorned witt^ 
the 
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the images of the twelve apoftles, which Runi 
round it. 

I faw at St. Sebaftines, (which at prcfent is 
ray parifh) a canopy which the (^een- mot her 
caufed tu be made, for the carrying the holy 
facrament to the fick in bad weather : it ia 
made of crimfon velvet embroidered with gold; 
it is covered with fliagrecn, and nailed with 
gold nails ; it has ieveul great glailcs about 
ity and in the middle of its roof, there is raifed 
a fort of flceple, which is &11 of little be)lG of 
gold ; four piieils carry it when any pcrlbn of 
quality is fick, and defiies to receive the f»- 
crament, and all the people at court attend ir. 
There are about a thoufand flambeaux of wbit« 
wax to give light, and feveral mulical inftru- 
mcnts play befoie it. They make fome ftay 
at all the great places in their way, to giv* ' 
leave to the people to kneel and receive the 
benedidion, and to let the. muficians plajr 
upon their harps and guittars, ajid Ang to 
them. It is ginnally in the night-time that 
tbey carry it with (o nuch ceremony and 
lefpea. 

When tbey ar» to celebrate a fieftival in 

fome ehurch, the evening before tbey Tot up 

a long pole faflened in the ground; on the 

tof of whicitis a.'kiod of a deep chaffing-difb* 

which. 
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which they fill with chips, mixed with brimi- 
ftone and oil: this burns a long time, aiwf 
give) a^ very great light ; they place there poles 
in the form of allies, which makes a delightful 
ibrt of an illumination. 

The women who go abroad to mafe, heat 
» dozen of them, but fliew fo much diftra^ion 
and wandering of thoughts, that one may 
eafily perceive their 'minds are employed on 
Tome other thing than their prayers. They 
wear muffs that ar« above half an ell long ; 
they arc made of theftneft martins and fables . 
which can be iteir, and are worth' four or five 
hundred crowns a-picce. They mult llretch 
back their arms as far as poflibly they can, to 
he able only to- put the end» of their finger» 
into the entrance of their muffs. I fancy, I 
have already told you that the women are ex- 
treain tittle, and thcfe mutB are very little lefs 
than tbemfelvcs. They always wear a foh 
loo, and be it in fummer or winur, they never 
ceafe fanning themfelves al) the time of mafs. 
' In the, church they all Jit upon their legs, and 
are continually talcing of fnuff, and yet never 
. faiut themfelves with it, as it is ufua) ; for in 
this, ai in all other things, they have very 
neat and dexterous ways of management. 
Every time the Elevation is. made, both the 
\ 
■ C.x,gk 
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women »nd men give themrelves a fcore of 
^]ow with ;tbeirJi|lB Upon thejr breafts^ ^bich 
nakjCf :ri4Cti ft'ii<^> thu.ihcifivll tina I heard 
it, Ij.wu vefiy..intnb sfirigbosd, andthought 

Aa to, -tfa«. ClvdlcTOs, (J nlean ibofe who 
by pr<^cfton.are£tllanu, andiircar a piece oF 
•crapf khctlit Uheir .batrj'.fti ^oon' as ^tn'als -is 
endecl^.lhey^n) arch ^i^rtel the .place'vrhcrc'lht 
hdfi-v/ftpi i) k«pt, 'kodiY^nging -thrmrelves 
loUod jty'they.preTenti&me o( it .to all.ihe 
ladies, who alfo come thither, and at th« fame 
time fay fomttWtiig to tbem that is kind ; to 
which the women make a pertinent anCwer in 
few:Words4. for it nififtfurely^te granted, that 
Ibiey IpeA prccil^y. what they ihould~, and 
that extempore, without an}^ Irouble of (Tudy- 
ing: for words. But the.Pope'i nuncio, has 
upon pain <^ excomnuinication, foibid the 
men to prefem the women with any holy 
water. And it ii faid, that this prohibition 
was^obtained at the intreaty of fomc jealous 
hurbanda. However it be, it is obfervcdr and 
they fay, the prohibition even forbids tbo men 
Co give cac^ otber.any holy water. 

LtCt the Spanifli women be of what quality 
they will, they neither have cufliions in the 
cbutch, nor any kind of train held up. For 

• ■ ■ , ' .G«fc 
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«ur parts, aa fbon as we sppear Aere in oM' 
f rench cioathsi evcty Ixxly gets round about 
vs ; but the moft tfoublefbtae of all, are tbe 
big- bdliod wonen, who ut matt'' inqnifitive 
than the othen, aiui for iriKHH rta(^ have here 
the gFcateft reipcA and complaifancc ; for k is 
{>reteii<)c(t, that if tlicjr long for anjr thing, 
juid jiot kave it, thejr reoeive fo much hurt, 
«hat they iminediatcly nifcm-y ; ' fb that they 
hivt a liberty to full .off* oae'a glovei, And to 
tug, bale, and cxamiiM bvery body as they 
pleaje. : 

At Arft, I could not take fuoh kind of 
jefting, and talked to them fo roughly, that 
fome of them went away weeping, and dsHl 
not retjirn. Bmt. there were otbers wIm 
were not fo eafily put out of countenance t 
they would fee my &oes, my garters, and 
what I had in my podcet; my ktafvomaa 
feeing I would not permit them, told me, that 
if the people once took notice of me, they 
would ceruinly ftone us, and bid me let them 
have their humor. My women and chamb^- 
maidt were woife lormcntcd than I ; and I 
am albamed to tell you how far the cttriofity 
of tfaeTe big-be)licd wcHOcn proceeded. 

I was told that there was a youi^ man at 

courtj who was de^Krately in love mth a very 

fine 
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(fine woman, whofe hufband coniinually kept 
4ier under his eye$ ; to (hat finding no other 
■wiy (o fpeak to her, he dirguifed himfelf like 
« woman big with child, and fb went to her 
iioufe i ,hc addreflcd hiinlcif to the jealous 
liutband, and tdid hrm, he had the laattija 
(which is the word for longing) to dircourfe 
with his wife in private. The hufband de- 
ceived by his appearance, made no queftion 
,1>ut that this waa a young big- bellied woman, 
and immediately confented that his wife fhould 
make this perlon happy with k long and pica* 
fant audience, . 

When any of thefc women long to fee the 
King, they give him notice of it, and he has 
the goodnefa to come into a great balcony, 
which looks into the palace coutt, and there 
fae tBTries as long as they dcTirc. 

Not long fince a Spantlh woman juft ^me 
^m Kaples, fent to beg the King that Ihe 
might fee him ; and when flie had looked upon 
him as long as fhe had a mind, in a tranfport 
of zeal, with hands lif.ed up, Ihefaid to him, 
** I befeech God, Sir, that of his mercy, he 
would one day make you Viceroy of Naples." 
It is faid, that this paflage wn a^cd before 
the King, to inform us that the magnllicence 
ef the then Viceroy, who was not beloved. 
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far exceeded his. Very frequently there 

'■ cornel into tny relation's boufe, women that 
aie perfed ftrangen, to whom nevertbeleft 
ftc ia very kind and civil, becaufe they aru 
big with child,- and fuch we muft not. vex. 

Thanks to heaven. Lent is over, and 
though I only obferved the Paffion-week, yet 
that was more tedious to me, than a whole 
•Lent kept at Paris, for there is no butter 
bcr^; that little which you meet with, is 
brought about thirty leagues off*, wrapped up 
like faufagcs in hogs bladders. It is full of 
worms, ind very dear. But the oil makes 
amends, for it is very excellent j only you 
know every body does not love it, and I am 
one of thofc who cannot cat it without be- 
ing very fick. 

That .which makes it yet worfe here, is, 
that fifli is very fcarce j it is impotEble to 

. have any fweet which is caught in the fea, 
for that is diflant from Madrid about eighty 
leagues. Sometimes there is a falmon brought, 
of which they make pies, which beiitj fea- 
foned with fpicc and faffron, is eatable. There 
is very little frefh-water fiQi, and yet for all 
this, they do not fulTer much inconvenience, 
for indeed, there is hardjy any body keeps 
Lent, neither mailer nor fervant, becaufe of 
the 
L., ..u ...Google 
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the great want of provifiohs. They take a 
licenfe from the Pope's nuncio, which cofts 
about a fh'iUing:, and which gives them leave 
Co eat butter and cheefe all Lent, and Che 
head, feet, and inwards of fowls, itc. every 
Saturday throughout the year. And it feems 
Co me pretty odd, that on this day chey fhould 
eat the feet, head, and inwards, and yet dare 
not eat of any other part of the fame crea- 
ture. 

The fhambleg are as open In Lent, as they 
are In ihc Carnaval, Their way of felling 
meat is very troublefome ; it is clofe fhut up 
in the butcher's Ihop; one fpeaks to him 
through a little window, and (felires to buy 
of him half a calf, or the like; he neither 
vouchfafes to anfwer you, nor to fhew you 
the lean bit of meat ; at laft, you are content 
with a loin of veal ; but he makes, you pay 
your money down before-hand, and then 
through his little window be gives you a leg 
of mutton; you return it, and tell him, this 
is not what you alked for ; he takes ic again, 
and inftead thereof, he gives you a (hort rib 
of beef; then you make a noife for yourloin, 
but he concerns himfelf no farthcr'than to 
throw you your money, and fliut the window 
upon you; This vexes one, and you go Co 
Vol, I. Q. another) 
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another, and he treats you after (he fame- 
Duoner, if not worre ; fo that it ti beft, to 
tell them how much meat you would have, 
and leave the reft to them. This fldh is bad 
for the ftomach, it u lb lean, dry, and black ; 
but aa bad aa it is, there is lefs required of it 
than of oun in France, to make a good fotip. 
Every thing here nourilhet lb extreamly, that 
an egg does one more good than a pigeon 
elfewherei and this I take to be an cfic£t ojF 
the climate. 

As to their wine, it docs not pleafe me ; 
this is not the country where the excellent 
Spanifll wine is drank, that comes from An- 
dalulia and the Canary^lllands, which mujl 
paf* the Tea too, to gain that ftreogth and 
pleafantnefs which we find in it. At Madrid 
the wine is ftfong enough, if not too (Irong, 
but it wants that delicious jafte. Add to this, 
that they keep it in bags mads of buck-fkin, 
and fitted up for chat purpote, fo that it always 
fmells and taftes either of pitch, or as if it 
was burnt, i now begin not to wonder that 
men are To temperate with fuch liquor. They 
will IHl as little a qtuntity of it as you will, 
even to the value of a French double:. but 
that which is fo retailed out to the poor peo- 
ple, is yet mule worfe than it would be, by 
their. 
L., ..u...C.uoglc 
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their letting it ftand all day in an open earthen 
bafoD, out of which thejr fell to tbofe who 
have a mind. It grows four, and fmells Co 
ftrong, that it makes one't head acb in palling 

Lent makes no alteration in their pleafures ; 
indeed ihey are (o moderate, or at Icaft thole 
they ufe make fo little noifc, that they enjoy 
them at al] times. 

No body fails of going to their ftation in 
PalEon-week, but particularly from Wednef- 
day to Friday. In thefe three days, there is 
a^d very different things, by real penitents, 
lovers, and hypocrites. There are divers 
women, who under pretence of devotion, con- 
ftantly go to certain churches, where for" a 
year before, they are affured to meet him they 
love ; and though they are attended with 
leveral of their women, which they call 
duennas, yet as the crowds arc great, and love 
makes them ingenious, fo they make a fhifTi 
notwithftanding all the argas's, to dip on one 
fide into a little adjoining boufe, which by a 
private fign they know, and is hired for that 
purpofe, and without the help of any body, 
but at that very moment of time. When they 
have done, they return to the fame church, 
where tbcj find their women bufy in fearching 
0,4 for 
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for them j tbey fall a. chiding them for their 
careleflbcTs in lofiog them i and thus the 
huflwmd, who for a whole year hath induf- 
jrioufly watched bis dear wire, lores her at 
that very Tearon when fbe is obliged to be the 
moft faithful to him. The great conftraint 
they live under, put violent defircs in them to 
enjoy fome freedom ; and their very amorous 
nature makes them witty to find out means to 
bring about their dcGgiu. 

It is an unpleafaot thing to fee the difci- 
plinarians: the firft time I met one of tbem, 
I thought I Qiould have fwooned away : the 
unexpciSedners of fucb a terrible iight feized 
me i faticy a man coming 16 near you, that 
he will cover yofi all over wJtb hjs blood; 
this, it fcems, is one of their paflimcs : there 
are certain rules by which they difcipline > 
themfelves handromely, and makers to teach 
the art, juft sa to dauce and to fence. They 
have a fort of a gown made of thaic baptift 
cluth, very line, which comes down to their 
(hoes ; it is laid in fmall plaits, and fo prodi- 
gioudy wide, that it contains at leaft fifty ells 
of cloth. They wear upon their heads a cap 
three times higher than a fugar-loaf, and of 
the fame Qiape : it is covered with Holland, 
and from it falls a great piece of cloth, which 
hides 
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Indei all their face, and the forepart of the 
body; there is two little holes in it to fee 
through. . On the back of their waificoats, 
they have three great holes upon their {boul- 
ders; they wear white gloves and Ihoes, and 
abundance of ribbon which tie their waiilcoat 
Seeves, but hanging down, and not in knots. 
They alfo tie one to their*whip; it is com- 
monly their miftrefs which honours them with 
this favour : and 10 be admired^ they muft 
not lift up their arms, only the wrift and the 
iKUnlr and tha blows mufl not follow haftily, 
nor the blood which runs oiit fpoil their 
cloath). They give themfelves moft terrible 
cuts and Halites upon their {boulders, from 
whence runs ftreame of blood. They walk fo 
foftly in the {greets as if they counted their 
{tepsi they prefent themfelvea before their 
millrefs's window, and there wiih wonderful 
patience lafh themfelvea. The lady, through 
the lettice of her chamber fees this £ne fight^ 
and by fome fign encourages her gallant to 
flea himfclf alive, and lets him know bow 
very kindly {be takes this a£Hon of his 
When they meet a handfome woman, they 
whip tbemfclres after fuch a rate, as to make 
, (he blood fly about her : this is efteemed a 
particular civility, and (be lady acknowledges^' 
Q. 3 " and ■ 
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and tbank*' them for it. When once they 
have begun to pve ihemrdvcs this difcipline, 
the prcrcTvation (tf tbeir health obltgci thera 
afterwards to tife It every year, otherwife they 
would be fick. They have alfo little needles 
fiuck in fpoogei, with which they prick their 
Ihoulderi and their fides fo eagerly, as if it 
did not hurt them. But I'will tell you fome< 
thing yet ftranger. Several counien oltea 
take this walk in the night: but they are 
commonly the young fools, siul they give 
notice to all their fiiends of their defign> mbo 
immediately come to them very well anncd. 
The Marqiiis. dc Villa HermoDi was one of 
them this year, and the Duke de Ve}ar wat 
the other. This Duke went out of hit houia 
about nine o'clock at night, he bad a hundred 
flambeaux of white wax carried before him, 
two by two, Threefcore of his friends went 
before, and a hundred followed after him, and 
every one had his page and footman; and it 
was a very long proceffion. It is known 
when men of thi» quality are to walkj. fo that 
^1 the ladibs are in their windows, and hang 
out their carpets in their balconies ; and that 
they may the better fee and be fecn, they have 
flambeaux fallened to the fides. The knight 
of difcr|Jine with his guard, palTes along, and 
falutcs 
.......C.x,gIo 
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falutes the TpefUtors. But that which often 
caufcs a great deal cf mifchlef, Ie, when the 
other difciplinarian, who ftands upon his 
honor and reputation, marches with his great 
company in the fame ftreet. This happened 
to thefe perfons I have now mentioned. Each 
of them would have the upper hand, and 
neither would yield it. The footmen with 
their flambeaux began to lay one another over 
the faces, and burn their whiflcers and hairj 
the friends of each party drew their fwords 
againft one another. Our two heroes, who 
were only armed with this infltument of 
penance, fcarch for each otiier, and being 
met, begin a mofl terrible battle. After they 
bad ufed a litde dijciptine about one another's 
ears, and covered the ground with the ends 
of their whip-cords, they fall to downright 
fifty-cuffs like . any porters ; though after all, 
there is but linle matter to laugh at in this 
piece of mummery, for they beat one another 
unmercifully; they wound, and often kill; 
and here old enmities revive and are revenged. 
But at laft, the Duke de Vejar yielded (o the 
Marquis de Villa Hermola { they gathered up 
their broken whips, and mended them as well 
as they could : the great cap, which waa 
thrown into the canal, was wiped and put 
Q. 4 . upon 
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upon the penitent's head again ; the wounded 
were carried borne, and the proceiSon began 
again, and they walked more gravely than 
ever, through a great part of the city. 

The Duke bad a great mind the next 
' morning to be revenged ; but thfe King com- 
manded both ^im and the Marquis not to ilir 
ottt of their houfes. But to come to-wbat 
they do upon thefe occafions : you muft know, 
that after thefe fervants of God arc returned 
home, there is a magnificent foppcr prepared 
of all forts oF meats; and obferve, that this 
j* on the h& day of paiCon-weelc; But afte^ 
fo good a worlc, they think they may do a 
little evil. Immediately the penitent caulci 
his (houlders to be a long time rubbed with 
fponges dipped in vinegar and fait, left therc- 
fttould remain any bruifed blood. After that, 
he feta htmfelf at the table with his frienda, 
and receives from them the elogies and ap- 
plaufes which he believes he has merited. 
Every one in his turn, tells him, that in the 
memory of man, none was ever fecn to receive 
the difcipline with fo good a. grace. ■ They 
.magnify all his adions, but above all, the 
bappincfs of that lady for wbo/e fake ail this 
bravery was performed. The whole night is 
fpent in fuch kind of difcourfe, and fometimes 
he 

L., ..u...C.UOgk' 
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he that bat been To well fledged, is fo fick, 
that be cannot go to mafs on £afier-day. 
Do not tbink that I ufc any art to fet out 
the hiftory of this matter to make you merty, 
it is ali literally true, and I tell you nothing 
whicb you may not be fatislied in, from every 
body that has been at Madrid. 

But there are alfp true penitents, which in- 
deed troubles one extreamly to look on themt 
they are drelTed juft as ibofc who give them- 
Ulvn the difcipline, except that they are 
naked ^rom the fhoulders to tbe middle, and. 
with a kind of a narrow inatt^ are fwaddled 
nd bound To hard, that all the flefh whicb 
appears is black and blue ; their arms flretched 
eut, we wrapped about with' the fame matt. 
They carry to t'hc number of feven fwords 
flicking i» their backs and arms, which hurt 
them grievoufty when they ftir too much, or 
happen to fall, which they often do ; for they 
going bare-footed, and the ITones in the Rreets 
being (harp, and cutting their feet, they can- 
tiot podibly always keep themfelves up. There 
are others, who inflead of thefe fwords carry 
crofTcs fo very heavy, that they are even borne 
down with them, neither Would I have you 
rhink that thefe are of the ordinary peoplCi 
fenie ef them are of the higheft quality. 
0.5 They 
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TJiey are forced to ha?e fevera] of ibcir fer- 
vants to accompany ihcm, but they are dif- 
guifedj and their &cei covered^ left they 
fliould be known. Tbefe carry wine, vine- 
gar, and other things, to give their mafters 
from tiow to time, who very frequently drop 
down dead with the extream pain and toil 
they endure. Generally thefe penances are 
enjoined . by their confcflbrs, and they are io 
very ieverc, that he who undergoes them 
ftldom out-lives the year. The Pope's nun- 
cio told me that he had forbid aK confcfTort 
to impoTe them ; yet I have feen divers, 
though probably it proceeded from their own 
devotion. 

From the beginning of Paflion-weck to 
Low-Sunday, one cannot Rir out of doors 
without feeing an infinite number of penitents 
of all Ibrts; and on Good-Fiiday they all 
come to the procelUon, which is but one 
general one for alt the city, and is compafed 
of all the pariflies and convents. Upon this 
day, the ladies are more finely drefled than on 
their wedding-days j they place tKemfelvcs in 
ttteif balconies, which are fet out wi:h rich 
urpeu afid cufliiont. Sometimes there is 
above an hundred women together. The 
- j>i«cc£on begins about four o'clpclc, and is 
not 

L., ..u...C.ouglc 
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not ended till paft eight ; for I cannot exprefs 
to you the numberleri number of pcc^le I 
hare feen, counting from the King Don John, 
the cardinals, sunbailadon, the grandees, and 
the courtezans, to all forts of people, both <^ 
the court and city. Every one holds a wax- 
candle in his band, and all tbeir fervantSi 
which are numerous, carry torches and flam- 
beaux. In the proceffion, aU their banners 
and crofies are coveicd with crape, and ther« 
is a great number of drums covered with the 
fime, and they beat^ as at the death of a 
general. The trumpets found fome melan- 
choly tune. 1'he King's guards, which are 
four companies of different nations, to wit, 
Burgundians, Spaniards, Germans, and L'An- 
cillians, have their arms covered with mourn- 
ing, and drag them upon the ground. There 
are certain machines fet upon theatres, which 
reprefenc the mylleries of the life and death of 
OUT Lord; the figures are as big as life, but 
very badly made and drefled : there are fome 
fo heavy, that a hundred men can but lift 
them ; of which there is a vaft number, for 
every parilh has fome. I obferved that c^ the 
bleflcd virgin flying into Egypt; (be wu upon 
u afi whkb had good furaitute } the honfing 
was 
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was all over embroidcrcii with fine pearls, the 
figure was very great and heavy. 

Here they are afraid left fomctimes the 
people fltould fail in their devotion at Eafter, 
and therefore for that reafon, each paiifh- 
prieft goes to every boufc, and enquires of the 
mafter, how many communicants be faas ? 
being informed, he.notes the number in his 
book : to every one that bas received the 
communion, they give a printed certificate. 
After Low-Sunday they vilit all the houfes 
agiin, and demand to fee the certificates, 
which they ought to have according to the 
firft account taken of them ; and if they can 
&ew none, there is a ftrid enquiry made 
after him or her. who has not communicated. 
At this time, the poor who are fick hang out 
a carpet at their door, and the facrament is 
brought to them in a very fine and devout 
proccffion. 

Since my being at. Madrid, I hare feen 
very few flaiely funerals, except one for the 
Ouke of Medina Celi's daughter. . Her coffin 
was made of fine Indian wood, put into a 
blue velvet bag, and crofied with filver mo- 
hair, alfo cords, of filver thread, the firings 
were of the fame, and Jiiftened the bag at 
each end, tike a Ruff cloak-bag. The cof- 
fin 
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fin was in a heaife covered with white velvet, 
iet round with garlands and coronets curioufly 
made of flowers. And thus they carried her 
to Medina Celi, the capital city of the dutchy 
of that name. 

They commonly drefs up the dead in the 
habit of fome religious order, and carry thent 
quite barefaced into the church where they^ 
are to be buried. If it is a woman they put 
on her the habit of the Carmelites. This or- 
der is in great veneration here j the princefles 
of the blood retire to their convent.' The 
queens themfelvcs, when they are widows, 
are obliged to fpend the reji of their Jife ther», 
unltfs the king otherwife appointed before his' 
death, as Philip IV. did in favor of Queen 
Mary Ann of . Auftria his wife. And in 
cafe a queen is divorced, file muft go into 
a religious houfe; for whether divorced or a 
widow, flie has not the liberty to marry 
• again. 

The Kings of Spain prefuthe fo-muck 
above other kings, that they will not endure 
a princefa who has once been their wife, 
ihould ever be fo to another, Jet her have 
the greateft paffion for it in the world. 

Don John hath a natural daughter, a pro- 

fcITed Carmelite at Madrid. Sbft is ama^ngly 

bandfome, 

C.x,gk 
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bandromct and it i) faid fbe bad no inclina- 
tion to take the habit ; but it was her fate, 
u it is (^ divers othcis of ber quality, who 
like it no more than fbe. 

They call them the DefcaUat RialtSt which 
is ta fay. The R<^al harc-fcct. This reaches 
even to the King's mifircfiet, whether tbej 
be unmarned of widows, when hfe can love 
them no longer, they muK turn nuns. 

I have feen fome or the works of St. 
Therda, wrote witb her own hand ; the 
ehara^r is legible, large, and indiilcrentiy 
fair. Donna Beatruc Canllo, who is her 
kiiifwoman's niece, keeps them very choicely. 
li was flie that fliewed then to me. Tbey 
confift of a colleflion of letters ; I do not 
believe thejr were ever printed ; there is a 
' great deal of perCedioo in them j and through- 
out may be difcovered a certain air of chear- 
fuTneb and fwectneb of nature, which fuffi. 
ciently declares the chara^er of that great 
£unt. 

All the time of Lent, and even at other 
timet, you meet witb pretchera at eveij cor- 
ner of a ftteet, wfaofe fermont are indiffe- 
rently contrived, and do as little good ; but 
however, preaching aa they do, they both 
iatifify their real and defire. Their moft 
conflant 

. .......C.x,gl, 
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coaAafit auditors are tbe blind folks, whicb 
refcmble our lingers upon Pont-Ncuf. Every 
one of them being led by a little dog, which 
does hi» bulinels verf well, they go about Cng^ 
ing of romances and cacara, which are certain 
old ftorits, or modern events, which the people 
are very fond of knowing. They have a 
ftnall drum and a flute, on which they play. 
Tbey often fing a long of King Francis L 
it beginsi 

** When the King left France, 
To bis forrow be left it, Stc." 

Now I doubt you know it, dear coufin, 
for who does not ? This fong is fuog in very 
bad French, and by folks that do not un- 
dcrOand one word of it { all thtt tbey know 
is, that the King was taken by the Spaiuards [ 
and as this prince's captivity was,inuch for 
their glory, fo they are willing to convey 
the memory of it down to pofterity. There 
it a flower-de-luce, all gilt upon the roof of 
the chwtber whore the King waa {s-ifbacr } 
and I muft not omU telling you, that the 
prifon is one of the iineft buildings in Madrid ; 
the windows aie at large u tbofe of other 
boufes. There we Udccd koa bars, but 
they 
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they are all gilt, and fet at a diftance gre«t 
enough, to make anjr one think they were 
not defigned to' hinder efcapes. I flood aflo- 
nifhed at the feeniing iieatnefs of a place, 
which in reality is very unplcafant, and I 
thoiight that in Spain, they had a mind to 
contradict the French proverb, which fays, 
*' That there i> neither any handfome pri- 
fon, nor ugly lo«." Pardon this proverb, 
I do not love them fo. well to trouble you 
orteit with theoh- 

AH the houfhold furniture you fee Rerc l» 
cxtreamly rich, but not fo neatly made as 
in France,, and ifacy come altogether Ihort of 
us in flcill. It confifts of tapeltry, cabinets, 
f aintingf , Iboking-glafles, and plate;. The 
Viceroys of Naples, and the Governor? of 
the Low-cottntri«s, bsve had- tnofl admirable 
tapeRry ; the Viceroys of Sicily and Sardiniaj 
ftkcw moft excellent embroideries and ftatues^; 
and thofe of the Indies, precious ftone;, and 
vefleU of gold and filver. So that feveral re- 
turning hoJne from time to time, laden with 
the richet of another kingdom, cannot choofe 
but to have enriched this city with abundance 
of valuable things. 

They change their rurniture feveral times 

ft year ; their winter beds- are of velvet, inn- 

anl 
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med with thick galoons of gold ; but they 
are fo tow, and the valens fo deep, that they 
appear as it they were buried in them ; and 
svhen in bed, the border of the valena lying 
almoft upon the counterpane, they caii hardly 
be feen. In fummer they have neither cur- 
tains, nor any thing elfe about the bed, this 
looks very bad. Sometimes they hang co- 
lored gau3» to keep off the gnats. 

In winter they have their apartments very 
high, fometimeg in the fourth flory, accord- 
ing as the cold increafes, to keep them from 
it. At this time they ufe their fummer lodg- 
ings, which are low and very commodious. 
All their houfes have a great many rooms on 
ft floor } you go through a dozen or fifteen 
parlors or chambers one after another ; thofe 
which are the worft lodged have fix orfeven; 
the rooms are generally longer than they are 
broad, the floors and ciclings are neither 
painted nur gilt ; they are made of plaiftcr 
quite plain, but To white that they dazzle the 
eye, for every year they are fcraped and 
whilcd as the walls, which look like marble, 
they are fo well polilhed. The court to their 
fummer apartments is made of certain matter, 
which after it has bad ten pails <rf water 
thrown upon it, yet is dry in half an hour 
after. 
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after, and leaves a pleafant coolnefs ; To that 
in the morning they water a)], uid Coon after 
tbey fpread mats or carpets, made of vcrjr 
fine rulhes» which cover all the pavement. 
The whole apartments are hung with tbe 
fame froall matting, about the depth of an 
el)| to prevent the coldnels of the walls from 
hurting thofe which lean agaiofi them. On 
the top of this matting, are bung piAurei, 
Jooking-glafles, ice. The cufbions, which 
are of gold -and lilver brocade, are placed 
upon the carpet, and tb« tables and cabinets 
an very fine j and at little diftances there are 
filver cafet or bcwes of Jijvcr fct, filled with 
orange and jefliumne trees. In their windows 
tbey fef things made of ftraw to keep the fun 
out, and in the evening they walk in tbor 
gardens. There are fcvcral houfes which 
have very fine ones, where you fee grottos 
and fountains in abundance, for they have 
great plenty of water here, and it is very 
good. In the number of thefe fine boufcs 
they reckon the Duke de Ofiiina's, that of 
the Admiral of Caflile's lady, the Counters 
of Ognate, and the Conftable of Cafiile ; 
but 1 do wrong in particularizing them, 
for there is a coofiderable number of 
them. 

For 
.......C.x,gIo 
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. Far die reft, itfccms to our, that the great 
care ibejr take, prevents the Ixatt, let them 
be ever fo exceffive, from being troubkfome 
to them. But I beg you will not think (hat 
only the great lords have their low apart- 
mentB, for I can afTure you every one elfe 
have them according to their ability ; though 
it be only in a little cellar, tbey live in it 
very contentedly. 

There arc Wt kw ordinary people »,t Ma- 
drid, yon tiidoia fee any but perfons of qua- 
lity» if fevea or eight ftreets (which are full 
of tradcfmen) are excepted. You fee no 
&Oft in tbij city, unleis it be thofe where 
iwcetmeiUf liqueri, ice, and paftry an 
ibid. 

I mnft net neglcA telling you, that a thon- 
fand people here have their canopiet i for, 
without reckimiBg the Princes and the Dukes, 
the Tituled ((^ which there is a vaft number) 
have thetrS atfo. Thefe Tituled, arc thofe 
they cd) the Grandees of Spain, the real 
Marquifes, and the real Counts. If there be 
thirty chambers on a floor in a houfe, you 
(hall fee there as many canopies. My kinf- 
woman hag twenty in her houfe : the King 
has made her Marchionefs of Caflille. You 
cannot imagine how gravely I took under a 
canoi^a 

..;....c.x,glo. 
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canopy, particuUrly when they bring me 
my chocolate ; for three or four pages clothed 
in hlaclc like lawyers, ferve me upon the 
knee. This is acuAom I coukl hardly bring 
myfelf to, far I think this-rerped ought ta 
be paid to God only. Bui k is fo commoa 
here, that if a cobler's apprentice fbould 
preftnt an old flioe to his mailer, lie muft do 
it with his knee upon the ground.- This 
quality of Tituloa ^vcs them many privi- 
leges, of which I have already told you, and 
particularly tbit of hariitg a canopy, . They . 
ufe DO balUftcrs about their beda. 

I have obfervcd to you before, dear coufin, 
that our honles are net near lb- well furoiibed 
in Francej' as the perlbns of quality are bere^ 
but eluefly as to vefljbls of filver, itu diS;rehce 
is fo very great, that a pcrrcm. which had not 
ftcn it could hardly believe it : they- ufe no 
yeflel of tin or pewter, but ekhcp filvcr or 
carthen-warc onty, is what ihcy make ufi 
oft suid you muft know their plates her^ 
weigh little lefs than our difhes in Fraoc^ 
every thing is made fo ftrangely heavy. 

The Duke of Alburtferque died Ibme time 
ago. I have been told, that they were fix 
w'Cfks in weighing his vellels of gold and fil- 
vcr, and writing them down } during this 
timo 
.......&x»!lo 
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Cime they employed two whole hours every 
^ay } this was very chargeable, Amongft 
ether things, there were fourteen hundred 
dozen of plates, live hundred great dlfhes, 
and Cenn hundred fmall ones, and of every 
thiiigelfe proportionably ; there wtre alfo 
forty filvcr Udders to ftt things on the cup- 
boardv which was made to afcend by little 
iike unto altars in a great hall. When they 
told me of Cuch great wealth of a particular 
manj I thought -they jefted with me, and 
therefore defired the confiriBation of it from 
Don Antonio de'Toledo, fon to the Duke 
flif Alba, who was in tha fame houfe ; he 
afTured me it was very true, aiid thai his 
father, who did not cAeem himfelf rich in 
velTetfi of illver, had three hundred dozen of 
filver plates, and eight hundred dilhes. The 
mighty meals which they make do i>ot requi^ 
. fiich great flore, unlcfs it be at their mar- 
riages, where every thing is magniScent. But 
that which caufea fuch great abundance o? 
vielTels, is, that they are brought from the 
Indies ready made^ and pay no cuftom to the 
King. The truth is^ they are little, better 
ibaped than, their pieces of four piftolcs, 
which they flanip in the galleon as they come 
from that country. 

It 
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It would grieve ^ou to fee ^e ill manage- 
meat of Tome great lords } there are divers 
who will never go to their ellMes* (far fo 
they call their lauds, their towns, andcaftles^ 
but pafa all their lives at Madrid^ and truft 
ill to a Reward, who makes them believe 
what be judges oioft for bii own intexeft. 
They will not fo much as vouchfafe to en- 
4]uire whether he fpeaks true or falli: ; this 
would be too exaA, and by confequence be- 
low them. This methinJcs is one conftderaUe 
fault ; the flrange profufion of veflels oaly 
for an egg and a pigeon, is another. 

But it is not only in diefe things which 
they fail, but it is alfo in the daily expences 
of their houfes ; th^ know not what it is to 
lay up florefl, or malce [irovifion of any thmg, 
but every day they fetch In wnat they wantj 
and all upon truft« at the bakers, cooks, 
butchers, and all other trades ; they are even 
ignorant what they kt down in their books, 
and they put down what price they will for 
every thing they fell, tiiis matter it neither 
examined into nor contradjded. There are 
only fifty horfcs in a ftaUe, without either 
com or ftraw, and they peiifli with hunger } 
and when the raafler it in bed, and at any 
time ibould be taken ill in the ni^t, fat 
would 

-C.x,gk - 



T » M S P A I N. 359 

would be at a great lofs ; for they l«t nothing 
4%main in his houfe, neither wine nor water, 
charcoal nor wax-candle, and in a word, not 
any things for though they do not take in 

- provifions fo near that none is left, y« the 
fervaoEs have a cuflom of carrying the over- 
plus away to their own lodgings, and the 
next day they furnilli themfelves witb the 
fame things again. 

They obrervcnobetter rules widithe tridef- 
men ; a man or woman of qu^ity had rather 
die than to baggie for, or alk the price of a 
flufF or lace,. Of any other ihing, andlilcewife 
to take the remainder of a piece of gold ; 
^ey rather chooje to give it the tradeiinan 
for his pains of having told them that com- 
tnodity for ten piftoles, which was not worth 
five. If there U a reafonable price made, he 
chat fells to them is fo honeft as not to take 
advantage of their ealinefs to give whatever 
is alked them ; and as they have credit given 
them for ten years together without ever 

~ thinking of paying, fo at laft they find them- 
lelvea under great difficulties with their 
debts. 

It is very rare that they engage rn tedious 
fiiits at law, or fuffer things to come to extre- 
mity ; Aey bFing theRtfelVcs to account, call 
their 
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"mtit cixifiQfit and tnake over to them a cer- 
taiffpsrt of their Und* which for a limited 
time th^ enjoy, Sometimes they give up 
every thing, and refervc only a peniion for life, 
which cannot be meddled, with by any i:re,di- 
tors who.Ena.y afterwards feti or Jend any 
thing to theAi ; and to the end they be not 
defrauded of it, tliey publiOt .the agreement 
between the lord and his creditors^ . 

All law-p#per is, marked, and colls more 
than the other. There is a certain time when 
they make a dillribution of law-fuits ; they 
givethe-indruAions at Madrid, but there are - 
few judged there; «ll.tbe papers on one>fide 
are put into one bag, and thofe of the other 
into another, and the inllru^ions into a 
third ; and when the time to diftribute the 
)ftw~fuit is comei ^ey lend them to (bme 
dillam parlianrents, fo that very often a per- 
fon has his caufe tried and judged without 
knowing any thing of it ; it is written in a 
regiftcr where the caufe was fcnt, which 
is kept very fecret. When judgment is given, 
it is fent back to Madrid, and is (ignified to 
the parties. This method faves a great deal 
()f' trouble and folicitaiioas, which in my 
opinion ought always to be forbidden. As 
to bufincis het;, it is cxoeflive ig^iousj wbe< 
; thcr 
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ther it be at ci>iirt. o^- i4- the eitjr, «im1 ^uioi.- 
a perfoB In a VoA^ tivw. - The Spanifli prac* 
titioaeta ate great koaTOsio jbat trader 

There, aie fevenl diffemt. CouDcilir all 
compofed ctf peifoDS of qoalityi aed thegrcMeft 
ptrt an CouafeUon of the Sword, tbt; firft ti 
die Council of £tat^ the others are called the • 
Stqireinc Council of War, the Ri^al CoubcU 
of Caftille, Ae Alcades of Court, tbeCatm* 
cil of the Holy In^tfitioa, ^e Council of 
Ordcra* the Saurod, Supreme, and Buyal 
Coiindl of Arragoii, the Royal CoiHKtl of 
the Indies, the Council of the Chai^ec^ of 
OtftiUe, the Council of Italy, the CDuncil of 
the Fiaaaces* the Council of the CroUado, 
the Council of Flanders, the Court for the 
Du^ of Hotfe, the Court Ibr Us Majcft/a 
.Wood9» and the Court* of the Millioas. 

They underfland fo little bAw to naoage 
things to the heft advantage, that when a fa- 
ther dies and leaves ready money, and tome 
. children under age, they lock the money 
up in a cheft, and never put it out to be 
improved. For example, the Duke de Frias, 
whofe widow is married to the Conflable of 
Caftille, left three daughters, and fix hundred 
ihouCwd crowns Jo leady monsy, and put it 
into three chefis, with the name of each 
Vol. I. R daughter. 

C.x,gIo 
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SaughKr.' Thedden-inBitotfeveii^tanolcij 
Ae i$ now inanied' in Flabdcn tothe^Prince 
de LignCr The guardians conftantly kept the 
keys of thefechefis, and never opened that of 
the cldeftr but to count it to her hufband : 
think then.wbat a lofi there ii of interest 
but the/ cell you it wOuM be much worfe, if 
ibe principal happened to be loll;' and that 
fometimes when they tbinic tbey .have put it 
lecurely out, it proves ^uite otbcrwife : that 
!a bankruptcy makes them JoTe all^ fo that it 
'u better to gain nothing, than to hazard the 
ward's eAate. 

It is time to cotne to an end, dear coufin; 
,1 flull be afraid to tire jrou with a long letter : 
I bcfeech yoii catlfe all thofe I fend you to bfc 
delivcf ed, and. pardon the fEeedom I take. 
Adiea, !< embtice and conftantly love you 
with all >ii)^ heart, ' 



From Madrid, 
April 2j, ■ 



. Ekd or ths. FiiRiT Vouumb. 
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